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The lands of Alabama and Mississippi were owned originally by the State of Georgia. 
In 1817, Georgia sold much of its western lands to land companies who proposed to sell them 
at a profit. The deal came to be known as the Yazoo Fraud, because of the dishonesty of the 
developers. Repercussions from the Fraud caused the state to sell the lands to the federal 
government. 

In 1798, the U. S. Congress organized the Mississippi Territory from these lands. In 
1817, the western half of the Territory was accepted into the Union as the State of Mississippi 
and in 1819 the eastern half became the State of Alabama. The land of the Territory was 
divided equally so that each state has 44,500 square miles within its borders. Huntsville served 
as Alabama’s capital for a little more than a year. Cahaba became the capital in 1820. 
Tuscaloosa served as Alabama’s capital from 1826 to 1846, and Montgomery became the capital 
in 1846. . 

The name Alabama came from a tribe of Indians of the Creek Confederacy who once 
lived in the region. They called themselves the Alibamu, meaning I open or clear the thicket. 

The word Tuscaloosa comes from two Choctaw Indian words, taska (warrior) and lusa 
(black). Tuscalusa was the name of an Indian chief, who was so immense in stature that when 
mounted on an ordinary horse his feet almost touched ground. Tascalusa which means "Black 
Warrior" is perpetuated in the river of that name and the City of Tuscaloosa. 

It was Chief Tascalusa and his warriors, who in the battle of Mauvilla in October 1540 
(the bloodiest battle in American annals), so hampered De Soto’s progress toward establishing 
his "mighty Spanish Empire" that the explorer never recovered sufficiently to carry out his 
purported plans. 

Theodore Irving, a nephew of Washington Irving, wrote and published in 1835 an 
account of DeSoto’s expedition into the interior of the new world. I am copying from this work 
Mr. Irving’s conjecture about the fate of Old Tascalusa: 


As to the cacique himself (Tushkalusa) his fate was never satisfactorily ascertained. According 
to the Portuguese narrator, several Indian prisoners affirmed that, on the grand assault of the 
village (Mauvila) by De Soto and his horsemen, the warriors of Tascalusa entreated him to 
withdraw from the village and put his person in safety in order that, should they all perish in 
battle, as they all had resolved to do rather than turn their backs, he might survive to govern the 
country. The proud cacique at first resisted their entreaties, but at length yielded to their urgent 
supplications and fled from the ill fated town accompanied by a small band of Indians, carrying 
with him his scarlet mantle and the choicest things he could find among the Spanish baggage. 
According to the Inca (Caroilisso de la vega), however, the account generally believed by the 
Spaniards was that he had perished in the flames and this, in fact, comports most of his haughty, 
brave and patriotic spirit, which would scarcely permit him to survive so ruinous a defeat and turn 
his back upon his town and people in the moment of their most imminent peril. He was evidently 
one of the bravest as well as proudest and most potent of the native princes. His name still 
remains in the land which he loved so well and defended so desperately; and is a name which 
deserved to be held in reverence, as that of a hero and patriot. Conquest of Florida, pp. 277, 
278 by Theodore Irving 
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PREFACE 


The purpose of this book 
is to record and preserve some of the findings from my research into the history and senedi 


of the Lawrence family so that these findings may be made known to interested persons. 

Much time and effort have been devoted to the collection of this information. There have 
been many trips to many places and innumerable interesting conversations and words of 
encouragement and enthusiastic support from a great number of people. My hope now is that 
this compilation will stimulate interest and promote communication with other persons interested 
in further research into earlier generations of the family. 

In Brookwood, Alabama I talked with Nora Winningham, Thelma Short, Lloyd 
Lawrence, Roy Smith, Wilburn and Nina Vanoy, Hazel Hosmer and John and Ed Murry. Hazel 
had the Murry Family Bible which was a great help. I also talked with Aunt Abbie West. Tom 
telephoned Dr. Grover Shamblin. It seems that he should have known some facts of family 
history that might have been helpful but he said he knew nothing and that no one in the family 
was working on this genealogy. 

Uncle Oscar Lawrence was sick at the time so we went several times to Leeds and also 
to Birmingham while he was in the hospital to talk with him. We talked with Uncle Elmer 
Lawrence, Aunt Hester Lawrence, Aunt Edna Lawrence and Aunt Frances Lawrence. We went 
to Union Cemetery. near Vance, then to Evergreen Cemetery and of course Big Hurricane 
Cemetery in Brookwood, Alabama. I traveled twice to Birmingham to work in the Library, 
several trips to the Genealogical Department at the University of Alabama, and numerous trips 
to the Archives in Montgomery, Alabama and to the Tuscaloosa County Court House. I have 
researched the Archives at Louisiana State University, in Salt Lake City, Utah and in 
Washington, D. C. I traveled alone to England in the wintertime to search the records for 
footprints those ancestors might have left on the sands of time. 

I went to North Carolina in 1979 and spent an entire week searching the records of that 
state with unremarkable success. While on this trip, I consulted a professional genealogist, Mr. 
Jonothan Butcher, to assist me in my research, with the result that I employed him to follow 
several of the ancestors along the dim trails I had uncovered. His reports to me, over a period 
of several months, have been most helpful. 

I have received many letters. Among those with whom I have corresponded: Aunt Alma 
Lawrence, Aunt Abbie West, Aunt Vera Paris, H. J. Burchfield, Aunt Hester Lawrence and 
Estelle Tubbs, who is a daughter of Rosa Lawrence Kyser and granddaughter of William A. 
Lawrence. 

Also, I corresponded with persons other than family, whose names I got from 
Genealogical Magazines: Mrs. Robert Russ, Shreveport, Louisiana; Mrs. C. A. Griffin, Rocky 
Mt., N. C.; Mrs. Clyde Hicks, Royse City, Texas; and Mr. R. H. O’Bannon, Montgomery, 
Alabama. None of these lines could be connected with ours. I keep their letters on file 
hopefully. I have worked in libraries and Archives in other states - Tennessee, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, and Texas as well as Alabama. There are so many books and census records 
to be read. 

Tom and I went to Fayette, Alabama and talked to the members of the Floyd Lawrence 
family, who are related. I have corresponding with Mrs. Ola Johnson of Decatur, Alabama and 
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Mr. Charles E. Boyd of New York City. I have done research in court houses in Kentucky, 
Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia and in Fayette County and Bibb County, 
Alabama, which adjoin Tuscaloosa County. In the courthouses I search for deeds, wills, 
marriage records, etc. 

Tom and I visited Mr. and Mrs. Charles Young in Birmingham and during a delightful 
conversation over several hours, we were enlightened from the bounty of Mr. Young’s 
knowledge and his phenomenal memory and, even further, from his magnificent book The 
Lawrences of Bibb County, Alabama which he presented to us. 

It is a difficult and tedious task to trace family lines, especially before 1850, as prior to 
that time the names of the heads of households were the only names listed in censuses. Many 
old records have been burned in court house fires. Some records are hard to read and decipher. 
A special aggravation comes from reading censuses, which areon reels of film in libraries and 
Archives. The reels are fed into a machine and read on a screen similar toa TV. Some of the 
entries on the films are illegible and many of the display machines were designed as torture 
devices to give the user blurred vision and a pain in the neck. 

Sometimes we find family names being spelled differently by various family members. 
In so many cases sons were named for their father, grandfather, or uncle thus making a web that 
is hard to unravel. It was common to name children in this fashion: the eldest son to be named 
for the father’s father and the eldest daughter named for the father’s mother, then the second son 
named for the mother’s father and the second daughter for the mother’s mother. Unfortunately, 
you can’t always count on this. A second name or initial did not come into common usage until 
about 1800. Another confusing problem is that in earlier years the words "nephew" and "niece" 
were not in common usage and the word "cousin" could mean cousin, nephew, niece, or even 
grandchild. And then there is the recurring confusion caused by nicknames which were in 
common usage. In many cases a nickname became the only name a person used and sometimes 
the substitute name was entered into public records. This can present an enigma. 

On many occasions, we are puzzled when we find that some person we know should be 
listed in a household is missing from a census record. It might be that a child is staying with 
Grandmother or another relative, or living with and working for another family. I was amused 
when a friend suggested that with the large number of children in our ancestors’ families, one 
name might be overlooked when calling them off to the census taker. Pure conjecture might 
offer an answer that the missing person had married and established their own household or 
possibly had died, but guessing gives very little satisfaction to the researcher. 

Then, to top it all off, the census records are muddled with errors, seemingly put there 
just to frustrate the researcher. The censuses taken every ten years, during the first year of each 
decade, often lists an age for a person that does not match up with the age given on the previous 
census. Even more worrisome is the use of different names for the same person. At various 
times a person might be identified by his or her first name, middle name and a nickname. 

I welcome advice, corrections, additional information and even legend or conjecture 
about any branch of the family. Please let me have any facts or ideas that might make this 
family history more complete. This book is photocopied and loose leaf bound so that corrected 
and additional pages may be made available. 
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Above - Elbert J. Crider and Martha H. Pierson Crider 
Below - Left to right 
Thomas Jeffeson Lawrence, William Washington Lawrence, 
Martha Jane Lawrence Newell, Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell 


Mary Elizabeth Lawrence married Rufus Malachi Newell 


Above - William A. Lawrence 
and sisters - Left - Martha Ann 
Pernecia "Permessee" Lawrence, 
who married William Andrew 
Jackson Murry and Mary Jane 
Lawrence who married William 
Shamblin and later married 

John J. Williams. 


Below - Sarah Jane "Mammy" 
Murry Crider and son, James 
Monroe Crider - December 1930 


Below right - Sarah Jane "Mammy" 
Murry Crider l 
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William Washington Lawrence and family 


Ussary Shamblin 


Above right- William Thomas 
"Tommy" Shamblin and his 
children: Tim, Ada holding 
the baby, Velma, standing 
behind Ada (unable to 
identify the other 

daughters) Lucille, Delia, 
Ida, and Pearl 


Below right - Lloyd Causey and wife Mahala Shamblin Causey with daughter Mellie between 
them and daughters Savana (left) and Lillie standing 
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Jane Pierson Murry, wife of John Murry, and grandchildren 
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James Thomas "Uncle Tom" Crider and probably his wife, Annie S. J. Kennedy Lawrence 


Right - William Washington "Grandpa 
Willie" Lawrence with a few grandchildren 


Below - William Washington and second 
wife Mary Frances Crider Lawrence and 
children - arranged here oldest to 
youngest - back row - right to left: Oscar, 
Foster; 

front row - left to right: Mae, 

Albert, Walter, Howell, Leroy, 

Elmer 


Facing page - William Washington 

Mary Frances Crider Lawrence, and 
children. First row - left to nght: 
William Monroe, John Martin, Nathaniel 
Newbern, Jesse Wilbern, James Oscar, 
Elbert Foster, Albert Raymond; 

back row right to left Walter Hobson, 
Joseph Howell, Alma Mae, Jeffry Leroy, 
Robert Elmer, Sarah Glenn - arranged 
oldest to youngest 
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Alabama 


Photo by Sullivan Studio - Bessemer, 
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Above - William Monroe Lawrence and 
his first wife, Minnie Frances Ray 
Lawrence 


Below - G. T. Smith and Alma Mae 
Lawrence Smith 
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Chapter 1 
JOHN and POLLY LAWRENCE 


During the Colonial years, the hunters who explored the water courses, mountains and 
valleys of the western lands of the Colonies came back with glowing reports about the abundance 
of wild game and the richness of the land beyond the frontier. To encourage settlers to migrate 
to the western wilderness, the State of Virginia promoted the organization of Companies, whose 
purposes were to buy large tracts of land in the rich valleys of Kentucky and subdivide them into 
smaller acreages and sell the land to settlers if they would move there and live. Surveyors were 
sent out to mark the boundaries of individual possessions and urban corporations. An ever 
increasing number of hardy pioneers moved westward into the new lands seeking new 
opportunities and a new life. These home seekers, most of whom were of small means, were 
excited by this opportunity to live the American Dream of owning these new lands and clearing 
the timber, planting their crops and laying the foundations of homes, churches and towns. 

I can think of several characteristics that must have been innate in those frontierspeople 
who ventured across the mountains to carve their farms from the wilderness. Certainly, 
courageous, adventurous, optimistic and self-confident are adjectives that fit them properly. 

A young couple named John and Polly Lawrence were among those resolute pioneers. 
They moved into Kentucky, and later they moved across a new frontier into Alabama. By the 
stretch of your imagination turn back the leaves of time to those years in the lives of John and 
Polly Lawrence. Try to imagine what their hopes and their dreams were, and what were their 
hardships, their disappointments and their achievements. It is enough to boggle the mind. 

I have not been able to find any positive proof of the story of the lives of John and Polly 
Lawrence prior to September 14, 1824, the date on which John Lawrence signed his will. More 
on-the-scene research is needed in Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee. 

With the reservations a researcher must maintain until positive proof is at hand, I offer 
the postulation that our John Lawrence was the John Lawrence who married Polly Outland on 
February 6, 1791 in Isle of Wight County, Virginia. 

The Lawrences of Isle of Wight were an ancient and numerous family, descending from 
one Robert Lawrence, who was in Nansemond County by 1642 and said to have been a son of 
Sir John Lawrence of London. A brief account of this family has been published by Bennett 
Boddie in Historical Southern Families, Vol. 1, pp. 181+. This article accounts for a John 
. Lawrence who married Sarah Groce in 1791, however, it does not identify the John Lawrence 
who married Polly Outland also in 1791. The John Lawrence who married Polly Outland might 
well have been from nearby Nansemond County (now within Norfolk City) where several 
branches of this Lawrence family, starting with George Lawrence of the second generation, were 
established. Unfortunately, almost all the early records of Nansemond County have been 
destroyed by fire. 

I have hoped to find some clue to John Lawrence’s origins from the name of his son, Joel 
Barrehart Lawrence, since the name is so distinctive, however, I have found no person with the 
surname Barrehart in census records in the Southeast. 


rad 


The census records of John and Polly Lawrence’s three sons, William, Joel and George, 
show that all were born in Kentucky between 1800 and 1807. 

Our first task in tracing John and Polly Lawrence is to locate them in Kentucky. The 
earliest surviving Kentucky census is that of 1810, and in that year there were eight John 
Lawrences (under various spellings) listed in Kentucky, which offers some indication of the 
complications of tracing a common name such as this. In 1810, John Lawrence had three sons 
under age 11. The man who best fits that criterion is John Larrance in Warren County, 
Kentucky, listed with three sons and two daughters. A further suggestion that this is our John 
Lawrence is the fact that two Joseph Grays, one of whom I believe to be the Joseph Gray who 
became John Lawrence’s son-in-law, were living nearby. Also, we find in the Marriage Records 
of Warren County the marriage of George Rickman and Fanny Lawrence on April 16, 1810, 
with consent for the marriage given by her father John Lawrence, indicating she was under age, 
and with William Lawrence as security. It is apparent that this bride and groom are the Fanny 
and George Reichmans mentioned as the daughter and son-in-law by John Lawrence in his will. 

There are other Lawrences in Warren County at this time, at least some of whom 
possibly were relatives of John. The 1810 Census mentions Peter and Argus Lawrence, both 
of correct age to be John’s brothers. Neither is listed in the 1820 Census. 

The lack of an 1800 Census in Kentucky has been compensated for by the publishing of 
collected Tax lists for that year Second Census of Kentucky 1800 by G. G. Clift. This shows 
a George Lawrence and a John Lawrence in Warren County. George Lawrence seems to have 
come into the area in 1795, and lived near John on Drakes Creek, but left about 1805. This 
reasonably could be our John Lawrence and a brother, George, the namesake of John’s youngest 
son. 

There is a period of time when John Lawrence was unaccounted for. He left Kentucky 
shortly after the 1810 Census, and I have found no record of him until he made his will in 1824. 
I have concluded that he moved from Kentucky into Tennessee. It seems that John Lawrence’s 
son-in-law and daughter, George and Fanny Reichmans, removed from Kentucky at the same 
time as John Lawrence. George and Fanny Reichman’s son, George Rickman is listed in the 
Lawrence County, Alabama Census as having been born in Tennessee in 1812, indicating that 
the Reichmans left Kentucky after the census was taken in mid-1810 and before their son, 
George, was born in 1812. This indicates that the Lawrences and the Rickmans stopped over 
in Tennessee for an unknown number of years. 


1850 Lawrence County, Alabama Census, family #361, page 390 
Rickman, George W., age 38, occupation - laborer, b. Tenn 

Sarah E., age 31, b. Ala 

John, age 12 

Mary, age 10 

James, age 7 

Sarah, age 5 

Permelia, age 3 

Alexander, age 1 


Lawrence County is in Northwest Alabama, adjoining Lauderdale County which is on 
the Tennessee border. George and Fanny Rickman are not found in any other Alabama census. 


Further research might reveal if they moved or died young or what else might have happened. 
to them 

George Lawrence, John’s youngest son, was still living in 1880 and appears in the 
Census of that year in Fayette County, Alabama. In this census he states that he was born in 
Kentucky and his father was born in Kentucky and his mother was born in Tennessee. If true, 
this statement would seem to contradict the descendance of Joel Lawrence of Tuscaloosa County 
and George Lawrence of Fayette County (formerly of Tuscaloosa County) from John Lawrence 
and Polly Outland who married in Virginia. There is some reason to doubt that George’s father 
actually was born in Kentucky. The area of Warren County was not settled until the period 
around 1790. Lincoln County originally embraced all of Southern Kentucky. Logan County 
was created from Lincoln County in 1792. Warren County was created from Logan County in 
1797. Tax lists for 1790 published by C. B. Heinemann show only a Mary Lawrence in Lincoln 
County, but in what part of this large area she lived we do not know. Indexes to the old 
Kentucky land entries and grants show no grants to any Lawrence in this area, suggesting that 
Lawrences were not among the earliest settlers. Thus we may speculate that John Lawrence 
arrived in Warren County sometime in the middle 1790’s. Examination of Warren and Logan 
County deeds and tax records probably will reveal more information. 

One clue to John Lawrence’s origin might be provided by knowledge of the origin of his 
future son-in-law, Joseph Gray, assuming they might have come to Warren County together. 
Joseph Gray later moved to Sullivan County, Tennessee, where he applied for a pension for his 
Revolutionary War service on 26th September 1832, aged 68. This pension, which has been 
abstracted in Tennessee Historical Records by Lucy K. McGhee is not very informative, 
however, it does state that Joseph Gray enlisted in 1780 from Rockbridge County, Virginia. 
This county was created in 1780 from Augusta and Botetourt Counties, which originally included 
lands reaching west into Kentucky, and was one of the common points of origin for western 
migration. A Samuel Lawrence is listed on the Rockbridge tax list of the period 1782-1787. 

Several Lawrence are found in the 1810 Kentucky census records, a Jesse Lawrence in 
Logan County, William Lawrence in Madison County, James Lawrence in Christian County, 
and also a James Lawrence in Nelson County. A John Lawrence, a Hugh Lawrence, and a 
William Lawrence were in Lincoln County, Kentucky. All of these counties border on 
Tennessee. 

In Botetourt County, Virginia, a parent county of Rockbridge, we find the will of a 
James Lawrence, Jr., dated November 1773, lists his wife, Frances, daughter Elizabeth, and 
brothers: Henry Hunter, William, Samuel, David, John, Solomon, Isaac, Joseph, and Robert 
Lawrence, Note that the names, John and William, appear among James’ brothers. 

We do not know when the John Lawrence family went to Kentucky or when they moved 
to Alabama. We know that at least two of John Lawrence’s children were born in Kentucky, 
Joel Barrehart ca 1805 and George on July 2, 1807. Also, two other of his children, Hannah 
and Sarah, most likely were born in Kentucky. The John Lawrence family probably came to 
Alabama through Tennessee. They were in Alabama earlier than 1828, as Joel Barrehart 
Lawrence married in 1828, George Lawrence married in 1830 and Sarah Lawrence married in 
1830, all in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 

An examination of the 1850 Tuscaloosa County Census reveals more Lawrence residents 
there than are accounted for as known relatives of John Lawrence. Perhaps some of these were 


cousins, and if so might serve to identify John’s origin and ancestors. Thomas Lawrence, age 
66, the oldest Lawrence listed in Tuscaloosa County in 1850, is enumerated as family #549. 
Joel Lawrence, age 42 is enumerated as family #558. They were neighbors, so it is possible 
they were relatives. It is interesting to note that Thomas named his sons George and William, 


while Joel named his son Thomas. 


WILL OF JOHN LAWRENCE - Being in my senses so as to have a knowledge of my worldly affairs to 
make this my last will and testament. 

First, I recommend my soul to God that gave it to me and next, my will and wish that my beloved wife 
Polly Lawrence shall have the house and quarter section of land where I now live with all the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging with household and kitchen furniture during her natural life and also all 
my stocks of horses, cattle and hogs and money debts after any just debts are paid and at her death my 
wish is that the above named land and the appurtenances thereunto be equally divided between my two 
sons, George Lawrence and Joel Barrehart Lawrence. Also my wish is that my household and kitchen 
furniture with my horses cattle and hogs being equally divided between two little daughters, Polly Lawrence 
and Sally Lawrence. After paying John and Patience Williams twenty dollars and my son William 
Lawrence two dollars and my daughter Fanny. Reichmans and my son-in-law George Reichmans and my 
daughter Hannah Gray and my son-in-law Joseph Gray two dollars having heretofore gave to said John and 
Patience Williams, William Lawrence, Fanny and George Reichman, Hannah and Joseph Gray a part of 
my estate. I appoint my son William Lawrence, Executor and my wife Polly Lawrence Executrix. In 
this my last will and testament this 14th day of September 1824. 

John Lawrence X his mark 

Signed, sealed in presence of Thomas Hogg, Richard Jones, John Dorich. Proven in open court by the 
oaths of Thomas Hogg and John Dorich, two of the subscribing witnesses, whereto and ordered to be 


recorded, 
Attest Anthony Cleck (Tuscaloosa County Will Book 2, Page 30) 


The persons John Lawrence mentioned in his will were: 

His wife, Polly, whom he named executrix. Actually, her name was Mary. Polly was 
a nickname. 

Three sons, William Lawrence, whom he named administrator, George Lawrence and 
Joel Barrehart Lawrence. 

Little daughter, Polly Lawrence. I have not been able to find any other record or 
reference to this daughter, Polly Lawrence. 

Little daughter, Sally. I have found that Sally was often a nickname for the name Sarah. 
I have concluded that this Sally Lawrence was John and Polly Lawrence’s daughter, Sarah, who 
married Daniel Gray. 

A daughter, Fanny Reichmans, who was married to George Reichmans. Fanny was often 
a nickname for Frances. 

A daughter, Hannah Gray, who was married to Joseph Gray. 

Also mentioned in the will were John and Patience Williams, however, it was not stated 
they were members of the family. 


BIG HURRICANE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Charter members of Big Hurricane Baptist Church 
Constituted in 1838 
John Dorough, Rebecca Mitchell, James McDuvall, Sally Wallace, Lucy Kennedy, Thomas Cleveland, 
Susie Sulinger, Levin Pumphrey, Eady Weaver, Zillen Wallace, Nathan Burrage, Sallie Sulinger, Rebecca 


Wallace, Corine Cleveland, Edward Kennedy, James Burrage, Rebecca Dorough, Margaret Pumphrey, 
Nancy Hosmer, Polly Mitchell, Joseph Hosmer. 


Sardis Church was founded in 1819. Mt. Moriah, founded in 1827 and Big Hurricane, 
founded in 1838 were offsprings of Mother Sardis and were within a few miles of Sardis and 
of each other. 

Benjamin Oswalt was clerk of Mt. Moriah Church and later was ordained a minister. 
Mt. Moriah minutes for October 1832 show that George, Joel, Mary and Sarah Lawrence all 
joined the church at the same time. Joel Lawrence’s wife, Mahala Oswalt Lawrence, was 
already a member and probably brought them into the church of her family. 

The Sarah who joined with this group was undoubtedly the wife of George Lawrence, 
as their sister, Sarah "Sally", would have been married already to Daniel Grey. The Mary 
Lawrence could have been the widow of John Lawrence who executed the "Will" or it could 
have been their daughter, Mary, who was mentioned as Polly in the Will. 

The Will listed William, George, Joel Barrehart, Fanny, Hannah and two younger 
daughters, Polly and Sally, o otherwise known as Mary and Sarah. The Will was witnessed by 
Thos. Hogg, Richard Jones and John Dorroh. 

Richard Jones and John Dorroh were early members of Big Hurricane Church. John 
Dorroh was a founding member at Sardis Church before moving his letter to Big Hurricane in 
1838. 

Just when Joel and George Lawrence left Mt. Moriah Church is not pinpointed in the 
church minutes but they are listed as "dismissed" by 1834 which means they had asked for their 
letters. They are not on the list of founders of Big Hurricane Church but Joel is listed as a 
deacon there in 1846. Joel and George are delegates from Big Hurricane to Tuscaloosa Baptist 
Association in 1849. Joel was still listed as a deacon there in 1856. William A. Lawrence and 
William Washington Lawrence are listed as delegates from Big Hurricane Church in various 
later years and they are listed as past deacons (without date of service) in a history published in 
1931. The history of the Big Hurricane Baptist Church establishes the continuous presence of 
the Lawrence family in this area, and documents the close association of the John Lawrence 
family with the witnesses and testators of John Lawrence’s will. 


CHILDREN of JOHN LAWRENCE and POLLY LAWRENCE 
ONE - William Lawrence, son of John and Polly Lawrence, was born in Kentucky ca 1800. 
TWO - Hannah Lawrence, daughter of John and Polly Lawrence, date of birth is not known, 
married Joseph Gray who was born in 1762. 
THREE - Joel Barrehart Lawrence, son of John and Polly Lawrence, was born in 1807 or 
1808 in Kentucky and died August 25, 1872. He married Mahala Oswalt May 18, 1828 in 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 
FOUR - Sarah Lawrence, daughter of John and Polly Lawrence, married Daniel Gray 
November 25, 1830 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 
FIVE - Frances "Fanny" Lawrence, daughter of John and Polly Lawrence, married George 
Reichmans. 


SIX - George Lawrence, son of John and Polly Lawrence, was born July 2, 1807 in Kentucky 
and died December 20, 1884. George Lawrence married Sarah Green June 17, 1830 in 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 
SEVEN - Polly Lawrence was a daughter of John and Polly Lawrence. John Lawrence made 
a bequest to "little daughter Polly Lawrence" in his will, however, no other information about 
this daughter has been found. 


CHILDREN of JOHN LAWRENCE and POLLY LAWRENCE 

ONE - William Lawrence, son of John and Polly Lawrence, born in Kentucky ca 1800, 
probably was the oldest son, since John Lawrence named his as executor of his will. I do not 
have any other information regarding the life of William Lawrence. 

TWO - Hannah Lawrence, daughter of John and Polly Lawrence, married Joseph Gray. This 
is proved by the will of John Lawrence. Joseph Gray was born in 1762 and died in Sullivan, 
Tennessee. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. They had a son. I have some 
information about a Daniel Gray, whom I believe to be the son of the above mentioned Joseph 
and Hannah Lawrence Gray. There are many strong indications that this is correct, however 
I have not been able to produce definite proof of this lineage. Nevertheless, I am including the 
information I have in the Appendix at the back of this book, with the hope that someone can 
provide additional information to prove or disprove the connection. 


Chapter 2 
JOEL BARREHART LAWRENCE and MAHALA OSWALT LAWRENCE 


THREE - Joel Barrehart Lawrence, son of John and Polly Lawrence, was born ca 1805 in 
Kentucky, married Mahala Oswalt May 18, 1828 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died at 
age 65 on August 25, 1872. Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence are buried in the 
family cemetery at their Old Homeplace between Vance and Brookwood, Alabama. 


To any licensed minister of the Gospel, Justice of Peace, or Judge of the Circuit or County Court you are 
hereby authorized to celebrate the rites of Marriage between Joel Lawrence and Mahala Oswalt and join 
them together in the holy bonds of Matrimony; and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant given 
unto my hand, at office, at Tuskaloosa Courthouse - the 15th of May 1828. 


I hereby certify that I celebrated the rites of matrimony between the within named parties Joel Lawrence 
and Mahala Oswalt on the 18th day of May 1828 - Joel Ratt, Minister of the Gospel. 


Mahala Oswalt was born in South Carolina May 26, 1807. It seems quite possible that 
Mahala Oswalt was born in Lexington District in the central part of South Carolina. Two 
Michael Oswalts are listed in the 1810 Lexington District, South Carolina Census. Presumably, 
she came to from South Carolina to Tuscaloosa County with several other Oswalts who were 
early settlers there. The first census, 1830, lists four Oswalts in Tuscaloosa County. Only one 
of these men was over age 30. This was Mitchell Oswalt, who was between 50 and 60 and old 
enough to be Mahala’s father. I believe this Mitchell Oswalt was one of the two Michael 
Oswalts listed in the 1810 Lexington District, South Carolina Census. Neither of these Michael 
Oswalts were listed in South Carolina in 1820, so one of them possibly was en route to 
Alabama. Mitchell and Michael are variants of spelling and pronunciation used by families of 
German descent. Mitchell Oswalt was born between 1770 and 1780. In notes by Marvin Isaac 
Hosmer, descendant of William and Pernecia Lawrence Murry, he wrote: 


Joel Lawrence came from Tennessee and his wife Mahalie Oswalt came from Holland. Joel was 
probably in Alabama early. One thing to remember is that many early settlers from Virginia, North and 
South Carolina, Kentucky and other states came across the mountains and camped in the Wautauga 
Settlement to raise food to travel further on, so Joel Lawrence could have been born in Tennessee or 
Kentucky since those boundary lines have changed since those early years. 


1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Family #538, Dist, No. 1, page 345 
Lawrence, Joel, age 42, born Ky, Farmer 

Mahala, age 44, born S.C. 

Franklin, age 19, born Ala 

William, age 17, born Ala 

Pemessee, age 15, born Ala (Pernecia) 

Thomas, age 13, born Ala 

Jefferson, age 11, born Ala 

Mary J., age 5, born Ala 


John Lawrence, the oldest son, is not listed on this census, because he had married Sarah 
A. R. Murry on September 21, 1848 and was head of his own household. 

Three sons of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence served in the Confederate 
Army during the War for Southern Independence. Two of them, J ohn and Jefferson J., lost 
their lives in the service of their country. Only William A. survived and returned home. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, page 14. family #102 
Lawrence, Joel, age 66, b. Ala, farmer 
Mahaley, age 69, b. S. C. 
Pearson, Victoria, age 17 
Gray, Franklin, age 16, works on farm 


Franklin Gray, listed above on the 1870 Census, probably is a grandson of Joel 
Lawrence’s sister, Sarah Lawrence, who married Daniel Gray. Joel Lawrence named one of 
his sons Franklin. We have not identified the Victoria Pearson, age 17, who is listed in this 
census. She probably is the girl who was listed in the John and Jane Pierson household in the 
1860 Census. Most likely she is the Victoria Pierson who married Jacob Shamblin on October 
15, 1874 at the home of Mrs. Jane Lawrence. The ceremony was performed by William Miller, 
Justice of the Peace. John Shamblin and R. C. Parish signed the $500 Bond. Elizabeth Jane 
Shamblin Lawrence was the wife of Franklin Lawrence, the son of Joel and Mahala Oswalt 
Lawrence and she was the sister of Jacob Shamblin. Jacob Shamblin, son of John S. and 
Elisabeth Jane Shamblin, was born ca 1850 in Tuscaloosa County. Jacob and Victoria Pierson 
Shamblin made their home in Marion, Alabama. I do not know how long they lived in Marion 
County but they were there around 1892. 


January 4, 1834, Otis Dyer to Joel Lawrence 
The West 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of Section 8, Township 21 and Range 7 West in Tuscaloosa Land District 


for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred dollars 
Otis Dyer-Marie Dyer - Filed March 1849 (DB X page 12) 


January 1, 1838 - Joel Lawrence purchased from Daniel West: 
The SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4, Section 1, Township 21, Range 8 West containing 38 acres at one dollar and 


twenty-five cents an acre (Deed Book W, page 445) 


December 21, 1839 - This indenture made between John Williams of Tuscaloosa County of the first part 
and Joel Lawrence of the second part. In consideration of the sum of Seventy-two dollars the following 
described tract.: 

The NE 1/4 of NW 1/4, Section No. 8, Township No. 21 Range No. 7 W containing 40 12/100 of an acre 
in the district of land offered for sale in Tuscaloosa Co, Ala. according to the official Platt of the survey 
of the said lands returned to the land office by the surveyor general which said tract has been purchased 
by the said Joel Lawrence together with all and singular tenements and appurtenances. 

Dec. 1, 1839 - John Williams (Deed Book W, page 444) 


November 7, 1848 - Joel Lawrence purchased from George Weaver in consideration of the sum of $116.00 
to him paid: 

The SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of Section 5 in Township 21, Range 7 West in the district of land sold at 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama containing 29 acres and 8/100’s of an acre 

Filed for Reg. July 11, 1848 - George Weaver (DB W p. 471) 


January 8, 1851 - This indenture made between Joel Lawrence of the first part and James Handley of the 


second part: 

Parcel of land known as the: 

NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 of Section 25 in Township 18 of Range 8 West containing 40 and 8/100 of an acre in 
the District and subject to sale at Tuscaloosa Ala. 

his mark X Joel Lawrence - 21 January 1851 (BOOK Y, page 759) 


May 5, 1872 - For and in consideration of $100 to me in hand paid by Joel Lawrence bargained and sold 
the following described land to wit: 

SE 1/4 of SW 1/4 and S 1/2 of SE 1/4 of Sec. 32, T. 18, Range 7 West containing 12 acres. 

D. E. Monrow 

Acting J. P. Thos. L. Shamblin (DEED BOOK 22, page 557) 


January 24, 1873 - Settling the Estate of Joel Lawrence, deceased. The heirs of Joel Lawrence sold land 
to William A. Lawrence (his son and also an heir) The tract of land lying and situated to-wit: 
The NW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 Section 17, Township 21, Range 7 W 

The NW 1/4 of NW 1/4 Section 20, Township 21, Range 7 W 

The SW 1/4 of SE 1/4 Section 17, Township 21, Range 7 W 

The NW 1/4 of BE 1/4 Section 20 Township 21, Range 7 W 

Signed: 

Mary Jane Shamblin (daughter of Joel) 

William Shamblin (husband of Mary Jane) 

Pernecia Murry (daughter of Joel) 

William A. Murry (husband of Pernecia) 

William W. Lawrence (son of John, grandson of Joel) 

Thomas J. Lawrence (son of John, grandson of Joel) 

Mary Lawrence (daughter of John, granddaughter of Joel, married Rufus Newell) 

Martha J. Lawrence (daughter of John, granddaughter of Joel, married George Newell) 
John Lawrence (son of Franklin, grandson of Joel) 

Indenture made January 24, 1873 and recorded 1887 

E. J. Crider, J. P. 


August 16, 1873 - Witnesseth that whereas the said party of the second part sold under an order of the 
Probate Court the interest of the estate of Joel Lawrence of whom he was administrator on the lands 
described - purchased said lands. 

The E 1/2 of SW 1/4 and NW 1/4 of SE 1/4 Section 17, T. 21, R 7 West and the 

NE 1/4 of NW 1/4 and NW 1/4 of NE 1/4 Section 20, T 21, Range 7 West. 

Signed - A. B. McEachin (Deed Book 15, p. 139) 


March 13, 1874 - W. A. Lawrence administrator of Joel Lawrence deceased, after filing his petition in the 
Probate Court of Tuscaloosa County on November 14, 1872 obtained an order of said court to sell for 
distribution the following lands of said Estate. Said land was sold to William Shamblin as the highest 
bidder who paid who paid 1/5 of Purchase money $53.00 between William A. Lawrence as Adm. of the 
Estate of Joel Lawrence deceased. 

The SW 1/4 of SE 1/4 Sec. 1, T. 21, Range 8 W, and the 

SE 1/4 of SW 1/4 and the South 1/2 of South East 1/4 of Sec. 32 and the 

SE 1/4 of SW 1/4 Sec. 5, T. 21 R 7 W and the 

SW 1/4 of NW 1/4 Sec. 8, T 21 R 7 W and the 

NE 1/4 of NW 1/4 Sec. 8, T 21, R 7 West 1/4 

Signed W. A. Lawrence (Book 26, P. 534) 


May 5, 1875 - This indenture made and entered into by and between Mahala Lawrence of the first part and 
William A. Lawrence of the second part in consideration of ten dollars in hand paid by the said party of 
the second part to the party of the first part and the further consideration of the natural love and affection 
the party of the first part entertains for the party of the second part hath given etc. conveyed unto the said 
party of the second part the following: being in Tuscaloosa County, Ala. 

The SW of NW of Sec. 8 T 21, Range 7 West, the place upon which Jepsa Hollmana miller now resides. 
The said party of the first part hereby gives, delivers to the party of the second part all her personal 


property 
Dec. 22, 1875 - Signed - Mahala Lawrence (Deed Book 16) 


April 19, 1888 - In consideration of $262 to the undersigned grantors, William A. Lawrence, Matilda F. 
Lawrence, Pernecia A. Murry, William A. Murry, J. Williams, John J. Williams, John T. Lawrence, Sary 
Lawrence, William W. Lawrence, Mary F. Lawrence, G. Newell, M. J. Newell, Thos. J. Lawrence, 
Tama E. Lawrence. R. M. Newell, Nancy E. Newell to us in hand paid by W. A. Koeppel 

The following described real estate: | 

The SE 1/4 of NW 1/4 and SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of Section 8, Township 21, Range 7 West containing 8 
acres sold to W. A. Lawrence, the SE 1/4 of the NW 1/4 Section 8, Township 21, Range 7 West 

E. J. Crider Justice of the Peace. 

Signed below: 

Pernecy A. Murry (daughter of Joel Lawrence) 

William A. Murry (husband of Pernecy A. Lawrence Murry) 

Mary J. Williams (daughter of Joel Lawrence) 

John J. Williams (husband of Mary J. Lawrence Williams) 

John T. Lawrence (son of Franklin Lawrence) 

Sarah Lawrence (wife of John T. Lawrence) 

William W. Lawrence (son of John Lawrence) 

Mary F. Lawrence (wife of William W. Lawrence) 

G. W. Newell (husband of Martha Jane Lawrence Newell) 

M. J. Newell (daughter of John Lawrence) 

Thos. J. Lawrence (son of John Lawrence) 

Laura E. Lawrence (wife of Thomas J. Lawrence) 

R. M. Newell (husband of Mary Elizabeth Lawrence) 

Mary E. Newell (daughter of John Lawrence) 

W. A. Lawrence (son of Joel Lawrence) 

Matilda F. Lawrence (2nd wife of William A. Lawrence) (Deed Book 29, page 347) 


On September 5, 1970, Tommy Jones who lives in Brookwood drove Tom and myself 
in his four wheel drive Jeep to a cemetery on a hill deep in the woods, north of Uncle Tom and 
Aunt Tamer Crider’s old home place. Tommy Jones had found this cemetery while checking 
timber. It was a family cemetery three and one-half miles across the creek from where Grandpa 
Willie Lawrence lived. We traveled a logging road for a short distance and then took off across 
the hills through what appeared to be undiscovered land. The Jeep jumped ditches and logs and 
forded creeks to within a few feet of the cemetery. The only possible way of getting there other 
than in the Jeep was by horseback. The cemetery was almost completely covered with brush 
and limbs from trees. The few remaining gravestones were broken. There was one double 


stone which was engraved: 
Our Father Joel Lawrence 


Died Aug. 25, 1872 
Age about 65 years 
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Our Mother Mahala Lawrence 
Born May 26, 1807 
Died May 17, 1883 

70 years 11 mos 21 days. 


A single stone was engraved: 


Wm. Shamblin 
Born Feb. 24, 1836 
Died Sept. 18, 1875 


There was only one other stone with any markings, a small foot marker with the initials 
J.J.J.S. That was all. There seemed to be other graves. Either there never had been any stones 
or they were broken up. I concluded that this was the Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt 
Lawrence Homeplace. Joel Barrehart Lawrence was born in 1807 or 1808, this according to 
the gravestone and the 1850 Census. 


CHILDREN of JOEL BARREHART LAWRENCE and MAHALA OSWALT LAWRENCE 
I. John Lawrence, born 1829 in Alabama, died December 31, 1863, married Sarah A. R. 
Murry September 21, 1848. She was born June 10, 1827 and died March 4, 1903. 

I. Franklin Lawrence, born 1831 in Alabama, died _? _ and married Elizabeth Jane 
Shamblin July 7, 1857. She was born in 1833 died _? . 

Il. William A. Lawrence was born May 26, 1832, died June 4, 1918 and married Rebecca 
Williams who was born March 18, 1842 and died December 7, 1884. 

IV. Martha Ann Pernecia "Pemessee" Lawrence was born June 6, 1834, died September 16, 

1923 and married William Andrew Jackson Murry August 13, 1857. He was born March 6, 
1838 and died August 31, 1895. 

V. Thomas Lawrence was born in 1837. No information available. 

VI. Jefferson Lawrence was born 1839, died May 20, 1862 and married Elizabeth Jane 
Shamblin on July 7, 1887. 

VII. Mary Jane Lawrence, was born August 29, 1845, died October 18, 1911 and married 
William Shamblin January 25, 1862. He died September 18, 1875. 


CHILDREN of JOEL BARREHART LAWRENCE AND MAHALA OSWALT LAWRENCE 
I. John Lawrence, son of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence, was born in 1829 
and died December 31, 1863. John Lawrence married Sarah A. R. Murry, daughter of John 
and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry, on September 21, 1848. The marriage license was issued the 
20th day of September 1848 and the ceremony was solemnized September 21, 1848. (Tuscaloosa 
County Marriage Records, Volume 2, page 29) 

They had children: James F., William Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Mary Elizabeth, 
and Martha Jane. 

John Lawrence enlisted in the army of the Confederate States of America when he was 
34 years old. He had a wife and four children, the oldest being twelve years old. Evidently, 
his oldest son, James F. Lawrence, had died before John entered the service. John Lawrence 
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was captured at Missionary Ridge in Tennessee, November 25, 1863 and died December 31, 
1863 in the Yankee Prison Camp at Rock Island, Illinois. 


JOHN LAWRENCE’S MILITARY RECORD 
Muster Roll - April 1, 1882 - Miller General Convalescent Hospital, Spring Hill, Ala. 
John Lawrence, Pvt, Company D, 36th Regt.; Duty - Nurse 
Enlisted by Col. Jemison for the period of three years at Addison, Alabama. 


Muster Roll - Direction Hospital, Griffin, Ga. 
John Lawrence, Pvt; Duty - Nurse 


Roll of Prisoners of War 
John Lawrence, Corp’l., Co. B, 36th Regt. Ala. Inf. 
Captured at Missionary Ridge on Nov. 25, 1863 


Roll of Prisoners of War, Dec. 5, 1863 - Received at Military Prison, Louisville, Ky. 
John Lawrence, Corp, Co. C, 36th Regt Ala. Inf 
Captured November 25, 1863 - Missionary Ridge. 


Military Prison, Louisville, Ky., Dec. 6, 1863 
Roll of Prisoners of War forwarded to Rock Island Ill. 
John Lawrence, Corp, Co. C, 36th Regt Ala. Inf 


Rock Island Barracks, Ill., January 1, 1864 
Muster Roll - John Lawrence died Jan. 1, 1864 - Grave Number 96, South of Prison Barracks. The grave 


stone is engraved: 
Corp. John Lawrence 


Co. B 35th Ala 
Note from Mr. Charles E. Boyd: 


"My grandmother Margaret Ann Thompson Boyd’s father, Samuel Thompson, was taken prisoner at 
Lookout Mountain in November 1863 and sent to Rock Island where he died in January 1864. Sam 
Thompson’s military unit was Co. A. 28th Ala. Regt. He was buried in Grave No. 156 south of the prison 
barracks. I doubt that my father and the Newell children knew, when they were neighbors at Hagler, 


Alabama, that their grandfathers died in the same “Yankee Prison." 
Charles E. Boyd 


The Register of Confederate Dead - Rock Island, Illinois Confederate Cemetery lists 
1,961 names of prisoners who died at Rock Island prison. The first prisoners, 5,592 
Confederate soldiers, arrived at the prison December 3, 1863. The horror of prison life at Rock 
Island was thrust upon these men at the moment of their arrival there. The temperature was 32 
degrees below zero. They were exhausted and there was widespread disease among them, 
including 94 cases of small pox, to which they all had been exposed. Ninety-four prisoners died 
by the end of December. 

In late 1884 the local newspaper, the Rock Island Argus, published several articles 
revealing and denouncing the "inhuman treatment" the prisoners were being subjected to. Col. 
A. J. Johnson, prison Commandant, answered the charges in a letter to the editor. Copied 
below are a few statements excerpted from his lengthy letter: 
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... The treatment of them here and all issues to them are made strictly in accordance with orders from the 
War Department...I have no objection to give you, in plain terms, what would my action in regard to the 
treatment of prisoners in my charge if discretionary power rested with me... In the first place I would place 
them with no shelter but the heavens...I would give them the same quantity and quality of provisions that 
the fiendish rebels give our men...I would let them wear rags... 

A. J. Johnson, Colonel Fourth Regiment, Veterans Reserve Corps, Commanding Post 


John Lawrence - 36th Alabama Infantry CSA 

I certify that the within named John Lawrence, a private of Captain J. E. Adams Co. D of the 36th Regt 
of Alabama Volunteers, born in Tuscaloosa County in the State Of Alabama, aged 34 years, by occupation 
a farmer, 5 feet 6 inches high, fair complexion, blue eyes, red hair, was enlisted by R. Jemison at Addison 
on the Ist day of April, 1862 to serve 2 years and is now entitled to a discharge by reason died December 
31st 1863. The said John Lawrence was last paid by Capt. Thomas to include the 31st day of October 
1863 and has pay due from that date to his death. There is due him $162 dollars on account of clothing 
not drawn. He is indebted to the Confederate States nothing $$$. Given in duplicate at Dalton, this 6th 
day of March 1864. 

Signed: J. Mack Walker, Commanding Co. 

Richmond, Virginia, April 19, 1864 


The State of Alabama, Tuscaloosa County 

On this 28th day of March 1864 personally appeared before me the subscriber, a Justice of the Peace in 
and for said County aforesaid, Sarah A. Lawrence who, after being sworn according to law, deposes and 
says she is the widow of John Lawrence, deceased, who was a private of Captain J. C. Adams Company 
D. 36th Regiment of Alabama Volunteers, commanded by Colonel R. R. Smith in the service of the 
Confederate States in the present war with the United States; that the said John Lawrence entered the 
service at Addison in Tuscaloosa County and State of Alabama on or about the 1st day of April 1862 and 
died at Rock Island Ill., in prison on or about the 31st day of December 1863 leaving applicant as his 
widow and four minor children that she makes this deposition for the purpose of obtaining from the 
Government of the Confederate States whatever may have been due the said John Lawrence at the time of 
his death for pay, bounty or other allowances for his services as sworn to and subscribed before me. - 
Signed - Sarah Lawrence X Her Mark 


Tuscaloosa County Alabama - Treasury Department Second Auditors Office, September 17, 1864. 
Register of Claims of deceased Officers and Soldiers from Alabama Filed for settlement in the Office of 
the Confederate States Auditor for the War Department. 

Sarah A. Lawrence, widow, filed April 20, 1864 and was returned September 17, 1864. 

The Confederate States to Sarah A. Lawrence, widow of John Lawrence, deceased, late private of Capt. 
J. C. Adams, Co. D. 36th Regt. Alabama volunteers. 

For pay of said deceased from the 31st October 1863 to date of last payment till the 31st of December 
1863, the date of his death. Two months at $11.00 per month - $22.00; Commutation for clothing from 
the Ist of October 1862 to 31st December 1863. Seven days at 13 cents a day - 91 cents, 12 months at 
$134.10 per annum. 85 days at 21 cents per day - 17.85; total $174.99 as per report of Lt. Mack Walker, 
payable to Sarah A. Lawrence, widow. 


Pension Applications, Sarah A. Lawrence 

Total value of personal property $73.00 

Value of Real Estate $50.00. House and lot hers for her lifetime. 

"On Examination, She is old and decrepit - is not able to do anything. Left wrist fractured - not sick or 
diseased." - Nicholas, M. D. 

Applied, May 14, 1887 - under Act of Feb. 25, 1887 #4122 

Applied, June 14, 1889 - under Act of Feb.28, 1889 
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Applied, July 15, 1891 - under Act of Feb. 13, 1891 

Applied, March 22, 1892 - under Act of Feb. 13, 1891 
Applied, April 14, 1893 - under Act of Feb. 13, 1891 #6005 
Applied, April 30, 1894 - under Act. of Feb. 13, 1891 #6512 
Applied, April 23, 1896 - under Act of Feb. 1895 #6989 
Applied, April 22, 1897 - under Act. of Feb. 18, 1895. #8510 
Applied, March 12, 1898 - under Act of Feb. 18, 1895 #9523 
Applied, July 10, 1901 - under Act of Feb. 18, 1895 


It is interesting to speculate on John Lawrence’s enlistment. At the time he enlisted he 


had four children, the oldest about twelve years old. Surely he would not have had to go to the 
war. I have a feeling that he had a firm belief in the freedoms and constitutional principals upon 
which the Confederate States of America was founded and he joined in the fight to defend his 


home land. 
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1850 Tuscaloosa County Census, Dwelling #131, page 251 
Lawrence, John - Head, age 22, born Alabama, Farmer 
Sarah, age 21, born Georgia 
James F., age 1, born Alabama 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Family #88, page 12 
Sarah C. Lawrence, Head, age 43, born Georgia 

William, age 18, born Ala, working farm 

Thomas J., age 16, born Ala, working farm 

Mary E., age 14, born Ala, school 

Martha, age 11, born Ala, school 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census 
Lawrence, Sarah, age 54 
Thomas J., age 24 


1900 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 13, Vance 
Lawrence, Sarah, Head, age 73, born June 1826, b. Ga 


April 2, 1870 - Northport, Sarah Lawrence to A. McLester 
Borrowing money $40.00 advance of flour, bacon and molasses and other necessary supplies 
Sarah Lawrence - her X mark (Mortgage Book 2, p. 208) 


This indenture made the 31st of Dec, 1870 between Joel Lawrence of Tuscaloosa County of the first part 
and Sarah Lawrence of the second part - sum of $200 

The E 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Sec 17, T 21, R 7 W, consisting of 79 acres and also the 

NW 1/4 of SW 1/4 of sec 16, T 21, R 7 W, also 

SW 1/4 of NW 1/4 of Sec 16, T 21, R 7 W, also 

SW 1/4 of S/W 1/4 of Sec 16, T 21, R7 W 

Said Sarah Lawrence free from claims - Joel Lawrence (Deed Book 20. p. 287) 


Sarah Lawrence - $75.00 advance necessary supplies to make a crop signed Sarah Lawrence (Mortgage 
Book 2, p. 354) 


April 26, 1873 - Mortgage for $100 for money to make a crop. 
Sarah Lawrence - her X mark 


April 19, 1888 - Sarah A. Lawrence sold to Wm. H. Koppell: 
E 1/2 of the SE 1/4 and E 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of Section 8, T. 21, R. 7 West, containing 160 acres more 


or less (Deed Book 27, page 526) 


October 3, 1927 - Affidavit by Joel J. Lawrence, grandson of Joel Lawrence: Joel J. Lawrence says he 
was personally acquainted with Sarah Lawrence, his grandmother, who was owner of the E 1/2 of the NE 
1/4 and the E 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Section 8, Township 21, Range 7 West - that she was a widow and 
unmarried on April 19, 1888 at the time she conveyed the lands to William A. Koeppel.(Book 151, p. 589) 


CHILDREN of JOHN LAWRENCE AND SARAH A. R. MURRY LAWRENCE 
I-1. James F. Lawrence was born September 4, 1848 or 1849 and died _? . 
I-2. William Washington Lawrence was born in Alabama on September 2, 1851 and died 
September 8, 1936. He married Mary Frances Williams on December 10, 1872. Mary Frances 
Williams was born Oct. 9, 1853 and died March 19, 1884. After the death of Mary Frances 
Williams Lawrence, he married Mary Frances Crider on October 13, 1885. The marriage 
ceremony was performed by J. F. Price, M. G. (Tuscaloosa County marriage record Book 3, 
p. 282) Mary Frances Crider was born May 5, 1866 and died March 22, 1930. 
I-3. | Thomas Jefferson Lawrence was born April 20, 1854 and died January 25, 1936, married 
Tamer E. Cooper March 8, 1887. Tamer E, Cooper was born May 17, 1860 and died 
December 12, 1947. 
I-4. Mary Elizabeth Lawrence was born March 24, 1858, died July 5, 1949, married Rufus 
Malachi Newell, December 4, 1873. Rufus Malachi Newell was born November 6, 1852 and 
died June 24, 1929. 
I-5. Martha Jane Lawrence was born May 8, 1860 and died January 7, 1945. She married 
George Wesley Newell on June 27, 1876. George Wesley Newell, was born May 8, 1857 and 
died December 1, 1933. 


CHILDREN of JOHN LAWRENCE AND SARAH A. R. MURRY LAWRENCE 

I-1. James F. Lawrence, the oldest child of John and Sarah A. R. Lawrence, was born 
September 4, 1848 or 1849. I cannot be sure of the year of his birth as I took the information 
from the John Murry Family Bible and the last figure of the date was unreadable. He was listed 
on the 1850 Census as one year of age, but was not listed on the 1870 Census. Evidently, he 
died young. I have no information about when he died or where he was buried or any other 
information about him. Family members I have asked about him said they did not know he 
existed. 

I-2. William Washington Lawrence, son of John and Sarah A. R. Murry Lawrence, was born 
on September 2, 1851 near Vance, Alabama, about twelve miles south of the "Old Home Place" 
at Brookwood, Alabama. He died at his home, the Old Home Place, on September 8, 1936 and 
is buried in Big Hurricane Baptist Church Cemetery at Brookwood. 

He married Mary Frances Williams on Dec. 10, 1872. The marriage ceremony was 
solemnized by Justice of Peace E. J. Crider. Mary Frances Williams, daughter of Martin 
Marmaduke Williams and Nancy Ray Williams, was born October 9, 1853 in Brookwood and 
died March 19, 1884 and is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery. I was told that Mary Frances 
Williams and William Washington Lawrence were cousins 
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After the death of his first wife, Mary Frances Williams on March 19, 1884, William 
Washington Lawrence married the second time to Mary Frances Crider on October 13 1885. 
You might say Mary Frances was William Washington Lawrence’s favorite name. When 
Grandpa Willie went to the courthouse to get the marriage license, he was surprised to find out 
his fiance’s name was Mary Frances. She was always called Fannie. 

Mary Frances Crider, daughter of Elbert J. Crider and Martha H. Pierson Crider, was 
born May 5, 1866 in Tuscaloosa County Alabama near what is known as Eight Acre Rock. She 
died March 22, 1930 and is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery. 


The State of Alabama Tuscaloosa County 
You are hereby authorized to celebrate the Rites of Matrimony between W. W. Lawrence and M. F. 
Crider and this shall be your sufficient authority for so doing. Given under my hand and seal this 25th 


day of September A.D. 1885. 


The State of Alabama Tuscaloosa County 

Know all men by these presents, that we, W. W. Lawrence and Jessie Kizziah,are held and firmly bound 
unto the State of Alabama in the sum of Two Hundred Dollars to which payment, well and truly to be 
made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, jointly and severally, firmly 


by these presents. 

Sealed with our seals and dated this 25th day of September 1885 

The condition of the above obligation is such that if there be no legal cause to obstruct the marriage of W. 
W. Lawrence and M. F. Crider to whom a license has this day been granted then to be void else to remain 


in full force and virtue. Witness our hands and seals the day and year above written 
His mark X Jessie L. S. Kizziah 
W. W. Lawrence 


Came Jessie Kizziah and Marshall Murry, who being sworn say that M. F. Crider is over 18 years old, 
sworn to and subscribed before me September 25, 1885. 

N. A. Brown, Judge of Probate 

Jessie Kizziah X His mark 

M. M. Murry 


The above named parties were married by me E. J. Crider on the 13th day of October A. D. 1885. 
J. F. Price M. G. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) 


There has been quite a bit of discussion about William Washington Lawrence’s name. 
He was known to everyone as Willie or William Willie. Family members thought his real name 
was William Willie. It was not. Thomas Jefferson Lawrence made a bequest in his will "to my 
brother William Washington Lawrence" giving proof that this was indeed Grandpa Willie’s real 
name. 

Grandpa Willie was raised across the road from the Vanoys. After he married, he lived 
a few years at Round Mountain then moved to a site five or six miles from Milldale, where he 
operated a grist mill, which he later sold, and in 1898 moved to the house that became known 
as the Old Homeplace where he lived out his life. Foster Lawrence was born at Milldale. 
William Washington Lawrence helped survey the right-of-way for the L & N Railroad. 

The layout of his property is very confusing to me as I was told different things. I was 
told he had three 40’s each one located in a different place. One version was that there were 
160 acres on the creek, 40 acres at the home place and 40 acres cornering the 40 acres of the 
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home place. Grandpa Willie sold 40 acres of his property in 1935 or 1936 to a Snyder and a 
deed of trust was given to Wilburn Vanoy. 

Once when Grandpa Willie was in church, and the preacher showed no sign of letting 
up to close the service, Grandpa got up and said he had an invitation from Monroe for dinner 
and he wanted to go because he was hungry. 

Grandpa was a friendly person and an interesting talker, and he liked to talk - very 
typical of all Lawrences I know. 

Dr. Wilbern Lawrence told me that his grandfather rode horseback to Virginia for seed 
corn and came down to Alabama. I don’t know how to figure this out, since his Grandfather 
John Lawrence was born in Alabama. I suppose this bit of family lore could have been about 
a great grandfather. Proving is important in genealogical research, however, when anecdotal 
tales like this have become family tradition, they are accepted as proven. 

At one time, Grandpa Willie made his home at Round Mountain. This is where Wilbern 
Lawrence was born. I think this was near the home of Grandpa Willie’s parents, John and Sarah 
A. R. Murry Lawrence. 

Lloyd Lawrence told me that Grandpa Lawrence’s principal crops were peas, corn, 
potatoes, and other vegetables and he had a fine orchard. He did not grow much cotton. Lloyd 
said that the original house at the site we all refer to as the Old Home Place, was a one-room 
log house built by Lloyd’s father, Ussery Lawrence, who was a son of William Washington and 
Mary Frances Williams Lawrence. In 1898, Ussery Lawrence moved away to work in the 
mines, at which time Grandpa Willie moved his family there. He added a twin room with an 
open hallway called a "dog-trot" between the two rooms. The boys slept in the loft. Later 
shed rooms were added behind each room, a kitchen was built at the back of the house and the 
log walls of the original room were covered over, inside and outside, with boards. Years after 
Grandpa’s death, the house burned. The original room was the last part of the house to go 
down. Life was quite primitive by our modern standards. The family was pretty much self 
sustaining. Grandpa had a blacksmith shop. He even made shoes for the family. Homespun 
cloth was made from thread that was spun on a spinning wheel. Twice a year Grandpa Willie 
made the twenty mile trip to Tuscaloosa. This was an all day trip in a wagon and two nights 
camped out at the wagon yard in Tuscaloosa where everybody met and visited and swapped news 
and tales. A trip to town was a highlight in the life of the kids when their turn came around to 
go to town with Pa. 

William Washington Lawrence had a severe curvature of the spine from childhood. This 
caused him to be much shorter in stature than he normally would have been. Even though he 
was considerably shorter and smaller than his strapping big sons, they all know that "Pa" was 
head of the household and ruler of the roost. His wake up call every morning was "pass by me" 
- translation, "get out of bed - NOW." 

Grandpa Willie was one of the first men in the area to move into the modern age with 
a T Model Ford and to install a Delco System which provided electric lighting in the home, and 
he installed a hydraulic ram below the spring under the hill which in some mysterious way, 
powered only by water pressure, pumped water up a pipeline into the house. 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 11, taken June 8, family #48 
Lawrence, William, age 28, b. Ala, farmer, Father b. Ala, Mother b. Ga. 
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Mary. F., age 26, b. Ala, keeping house, Father b. Ala, Mother b. Ala 
Thomas, age 6, b. Ala 

William, age 3, b. Ala 

John, age 1, b. Ala 


1900 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Brookwood, Beat 11, family #280 
Lawrence, Will, Head, farmer, b. Sept 1850,b. Ala, parents b. Ala, m. 27 yrs 
Fanny, wife, b. May 1866, age 34, m. 27 yrs, 7 child, 7 living 
John, son, b. Feb 1878, age 22 
Wilburn, son, b. May 1887, age 13 
Osker, son, b. Jan 1888, age 13 
Foster, son, b. 1889/1890, age 10 
Albert, son, b. 1895, age 7 
Walter, son, age 6. 
Howell, son, b. May 1896, age 4 
May, dau, May 1898, age 2 


1910 Tuscaloosa County Census, Brookwood precinct, family #11 
Lawrence, William W., Head, age 58, married 22 years 

Mary F., wife, age 44, 10 children, 10 living 

Elbert F. son, age 18, farm laborer 

Albert R., son, age 16, farm laborer 

Walter H. son, age 12, farm laborer 

Alma M., dau, age 10 

Leroy, son, age 7 

Robert E., son, age 5 

Sarah G., dau, age 3 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF WILLIAM LAWRENCE, DECEASED 
Item Second: After the payment of all my expenses as provided for in item First, I give, devise and 
bequeath to my adopted grandson, Roy H. Smith, the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter Section 
31, Township 20, Range 7 West in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, to have and to hold the possession and 
use thereof, and to enjoy and use the profits and income therefrom up to and until he becomes thirty-four 
years of age, and if my said grandson on arrival at the age of thirty-four (34) years has not disposed of 
or incumbered said real estate, then and at that time the title hereto is to vest in him absolutely. 
item Third: All the rest and residue of my estate, both real and personal of every character and description, 
and wheresoever situate, I give, devise and bequeath unto my beloved children, viz: John M. Lawrence, 
Newburn Lawrence, Wilburn Lawrence, Oscar Lawrence, Foster Lawrence, Walter Lawrence, Leroy 
Lawrence, Elmer Lawrence, Howell Lawrence, Mrs. May Ray, and Mrs. Glenn Brogdon and to the 
children or heirs of my deceased sons, viz: Usery Lawrence and Monroe Lawrence, share and share alike, 
except that the children or heirs of my deceased sons, Usery Lawrence and Monroe Lawrence, are to take 
the share of their deceased father respectively, equally among themselves. 
Item Fourth:I do hereby nominate and appoint my beloved son, John M. Lawrence, to be the Executor of 
this my last will and testament. 
item Fifth: In Testimony whereof I, the said William W. Lawrence, have to this my last will and testament 
subscribed my name and affixed my seal on this the 28th day of September, 1934. 
William W. Lawrence 
Admitted to probate on the 25th day of November, 1936 (Tuscaloosa County Records) 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM WASHINGTON LAWRENCE and 
MARY FRANCES WILLIAMS LAWRENCE ( first wife) 


I-2a. Thomas Ussery Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born February 28, 1874 and died June 17, 1915 and was buried in Big 
Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, Alabama. Thomas Ussery Lawrence married Lydia "Liddie" 
Pumphrey October 19, 1898. 

I-2b. William Monroe Lawrence, second son of William Washington and Mary Frances 
Williams Lawrence, was born in Milldale, Alabama on November 5, 1876, died November 17, 
1929 and is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, Alabama. He married the first time 
to Minnie Frances Ray on June 21, 1899. After her death he married Frances Abigail "Abbie" 
Ashcraft on April 19, 1924. 

I-2c. John Martin Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born October 1, 1879 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, and died February 25, 
1948 in Meridian, Mississippi and was buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Meridian. He married 
Frances Morgan Jones October 5, 1914. 

J-2d. Nathaniel Newbern Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born February 25, 1881 and died June 26, 1943 at Trenton, Georgia where they 
were living and was buried at Rock Bluff Cemetery in Tuscaloosa County. Nathaniel Newbern 
Lawrence was married on October 19, 1906 to Anna Hester Cooper. 

I-2e. Mary L. Lawrence, daughter of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born in August of 1883, died March 19, 1884 and is buried in Big Hurricane 
Cemetery. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM WASHINGTON LAWRENCE and 

MARY FRANCES WILLIAMS LAWRENCE ( first wife) 
I-2a. Thomas Ussery Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born February 28, 1874 and died June 17, 1915 and was buried in Big 
Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, Alabama. Thomas Ussery Lawrence married Lydia "Liddie" 
Pumphrey October 19, 1898. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 6, p. 238) The 
marriage ceremony, as stated in the marriage record, was performed at the residence of L. L. 
Pumphrey, however, I have been told it was performed at Big Hurricane Baptist Church. Lydia 
Pumphrey was born October 28, 1875 and died January 25, 1936 and is buried in Big Hurricane 
Cemetery in Brookwood. 

Thomas Ussery Lawrence was Bank Boss at the mine. He went to school and took a 
course to qualify for the job. There was a gas explosion in the mine and he was badly burned. 
He recovered but sometime later he died when a rock fell on him in the mine. Lydia, his 
widow, was left with six small children. She supported them with hard work and the help of 
her father-in-law, William Washington Lawrence, and Ussery’s brothers. 

This note from Mr. Charles E. Boyd provides some information about the Pumphrey 


family: 


Jesse Pumphrey was one of the pillars of old Sardis Church and was married to Susannah 
Clements, daughter of Reuben Clements who gave the land for Sardis Church in 1819. Levin Pumphrey, 
their son, was the husband of Margaret Dorroh. Levin and Margaret Dorroh Pumphrey were also charter 
members of Big Hurricane Church. The parents of Margaret Dorroh were John Dorroh and wife Rebecca 
Jones Dorrah. They were originally members of old Sardis Church; they were believed to have joined at 
the mission located on Hurricane Creek. Their daughter, Margaret, was born March 20, 1817 and died 
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June 26, 1874. She was married to Levin Pumphrey February 19, 1529 by the Rev. Joab Pratt, pastor at 


Sardis and Mt. Moriah. 

In the 1850 census of Tuscaloosa County, John Dorroh, age 81, born Kentucky and his wife 
Rebecca, age 80, born Ky., were living in the household of Levin and Margaret Pumphrey. Levin and 
Margaret’s son, Lewis Luther Pumphrey, and wife, Sarah, had a daughter, Lydia, born October 28, 1875, 
who married Thomas Ussery Lawrence. 

I located in the Tuscaloosa County Court House a will of Jesse Pumphrey in Book I, page 138. 
The heirs mentioned were: oldest son, John Pumphrey; 2nd son, Levin Pumphrey; 3rd son, Nathan 
Pumphrey; 4th son, Lewis Pumphrey; daughter, Permalie Brazeale; daughter, Ara Mentha Vernon; 


daughter, Louisa Pratt, wife of John Pratt; and wife, Susannah Pumphrey. 
Charles E. Boyd 


Children of Thomas Ussery Lawrence and Lydia "Lydia" Pumphrey Lawrence: 
1. Frances Sarah Lawrence, the eldest child of Thomas Ussery and Lydia Pumphrey 
Lawrence, was born June 29, 1900 in West Blocton, Bibb County, Alabama. She died January 
25, 1971. Frances Lawrence never married. 
2. Thelma Lucell Lawrence, daughter of Thomas Ussery and Lydia Pumphrey Lawrence, 
was born January 1, 1902 in Belle Ellen, Shelby County, Alabama. She married Lee Arthur 
Short November 13, 1923 in the Tuscaloosa County Court House. Arthur Short was born 
January 21, 1897 and died July 30, 1971. He is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, 
Alabama. Arthur and Thelma Short had two children: 
1. Mildred Short was born June 6, 1924 and married the first time J. D. Whitley. 
They were divorced, and she married the second time to Sam Davis on July 12, 1969. 
They have no children. Sam Davis died _2_. Mildred lives in Midfield, Alabama, 
where she manages The Bessemer Finance Company. 
2. William Thomas Short was born March 19, 1941 and married the first time 
Barbara Duncan. There were no children by this marriage. They were divorced, and 
he married the second time Virginia Logan Bearden, born March 10, 1942 in Opelika, 
Alabama. Thomas and Virginia were married November 16, 1973 in Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama. Virginia has one son by a previous marriage, Michael Joe Bearden, 
who was born in 1961. 
3. Percy William Lawrence, son of Thomas Ussery and Lydia Pumphrey Lawrence, was 
born December 18, 1903 at Smith Hill, Bibb County, Alabama, and died August 16, 1965. He 
is buried in Memorial Cemetery, Bessemer, Alabama. He married Maude Mink November 16, 
1935 in Brookwood, Alabama. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 15, p. 45) Maude 
Mink, the daughter of James Monroe and Mary Frances Thomason Mink, was born July 19, 
1914 in Tidewater, Alabama. Percy William and Maude Mink Lawrence had children: 
1. Sarah Elizabeth Lawrence was born November 14, 1936 in Brookwood, Alabama. 
She married Robert E. Carroll November 10, 1955. Their son, Robert Lawrence 
Carroll, was born July 20, 1958. 
2. Thomas Ussery "Joe" Lawrence was born September 24, 1946, and married 
Susanna Schroder April 21, 1965 in Decatur, Georgia. Their children: 
1. Robert William Lawrence, born February 14, 1966. 
2. Joseph David Lawrence, born December 5, 1969. 
3. Christine Elizabeth Lawrence, born August 6, 1970. 
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4. Nora Minnie Lawrence, daughter of Thomas Ussery and Lydia Pumphrey Lawrence, was 
born October 15, 1905 in Colena, Shelby County, Alabama, died July 20, 1972 and is buried 
in Big Hurricane Cemetery in Brookwood, Alabama. Nora married the first time Herman 
George Genery February 27, 1924. The marriage ceremony was performed by J. H. Jones, M. 
G. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 12, p. 66) Herman Genery, Sr. was born July 
3, 1900. They were married only eleven months, when he was injured in a mine accident. He 
returned to work before he was completely healed, developed pneumonia and died in January 
of 1925. He is buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Nora married the 
second time to John Winningham. Herman George and Nora Minnie Lawrence Genery had one 
son who was born after his father had died: 
1. Herman George Genery, Jr. married Mildred Vivian Moore on June 22, 1946 at 
Abernant, Alabama, and they have three children: 
1. Herman Lawrence Genery married Linda Louise Thornton in San Rafael, 
California, August 9, 1969, and they have three children: 
1. Gwendolyn Richelle Genery was born October 16, 1972. 
2: Erin Diane Genery was born April 4, 1974. 
3. Jesse Lawrence Genery was born May 20, 1981. 
2. George Ray Genery married Elizabeth Ann Hutchins and they have three 
children: 
1. Crystal Kay Genery was born October 16, 1975. 
2. Tracy Nichole Genery was born June 20, 1978. 
3. Keven Dwayne Genery was born July 3, 1979. 
3. Susan Kay Genery married Marshall Hutchins April 7, 1978. They have 


one child: 
1. Alison Raye Hutchins. 
5. Jessie Lloyd Lawrence, son of Thomas Ussery and Lydia Pumphrey Lawrence, was born 


August 9, 1907 at Smith Hill, West Blocton, Alabama and married Gertrude Herring December 
23, 1945. They had a son, Jesse Eugene Lawrence who was born January 4, 1947 and died 
January 19, 1847. Gertrude has a son by a previous marriage. Gertrude Herring’s first husband 
and father-in-law both were killed in mine accidents. Lloyd Lawrence served during World War 
II. He was attached to the 433rd Fighter Squadron serving in Nor Africa and Europe. He was 
on Omaha Beach on D-Day. He was in the Battle of the Bulge and his unit was on the outskirts 
of Berlin when the war ended. He told of the bitter resentment expressed by our troops when 
they were held back from entering and capturing that city in order to allow that honor to be 
given to the USSR. He received the Belgian Distinguished Unit Citation and the Africa Middle 
Eastern Service Medal with four Bronze Stars. 


Obituary - Funeral services for Jessie Lloyd Lawrence, 76, of Brookwood. who died at Druid City 
Hospital, will be held at 2 p.m. Tuesday at Hayes Chapel Funeral Home. The Rev. Lonnie Kornegay and 
the Rev Kenneth Bozeman will officiate with burial in Tuscaloosa Memorial Park. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Gertrude Lawrence; a son George Herring,Brookwood; two sisters, 
Thelma Short, Brookwood and Mrs. Tommie Rhea, Birmingham, two grandchildren one great-grandchild 
and other relatives. 
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6. Lewis Raymond Lawrence, son of Thomas Ussery and Lydia Pumphrey Lawrence, was 
born August 6, 1910 in Cornerville, Jefferson County, Alabama. He had measles, developed 
pneumonia and died, April 2, 1918. 

T: Tommie Brown Lawrence, daughter of Thomas Ussery and Lydia Pumphrey Lawrence, 
was born February 22, 1913 in Porter, Jefferson County, Alabama and died in November of 
1988. She married Richard Daily Rhea November 25, 1936. Richard Rhea was born October 
25, 1915 at Kellerman, Alabama, and died December 15, 1962. He is buried in Forest Hills 
Cemetery, Birmingham, Alabama. Richard and Tommie Brown Lawrence Rhea children: 

1. Richard Rhea was born November 5, 1944 and married Mickie _?_ 

1. Pattie Lane Hays, Mickie’s daughter by a previous marriage, was born 
January 12, 1965. 

2. Richard Keith Rhea was born February 4, 1972. 

3. Chad Gregory Rhea was born September 28, 1975. 

2. Joan Carol Rhea was born February 2, 1946 and married Jack Wayne Logan, July 
7, 1967. Jack Wayne Logan was born January 9, 1945. Jack Wayne and Joan Carol 

Rhea Logan have a son: 

1. Brian Wayne Logan was born February 16, 1971. 

I have searched since I first began working on the Lawrence family for the connection 
of the name "Usry", "Ussery", "Usury "Ussary", "Usery" with the Lawrences. I thought, 
undoubtedly, it had to be a family name. The earliest resident with this name in the Hurricane 
Creek area I have been able to identify is Usury Ray. He had at least one brother, Luke Ray, 
Sr., but I have not been able to connect them to Frederick Ray, the Revolutionary War Soldier. 
_ Usury and Luke Ray were ancestors of many of the Ray, Rea, Rhea and Wrea families of the 
area from Blocton to Cedar Cove. The name Ussery became a popular name for boys in this 
area. Usury and Nancy Ray were parents of Elizabeth Ray who married John A. Shamblin, 
according to Usury Ray’s will probated in 1833: 


Ray, Usury deceased - Nancy Ray, widow and administratrix. Securities: Michael Moore and Jacob Ray. 
Appointed by the Court to appraise the estate: Robert Wood, John Green, Senior, Jesse Bramblett, John 
Russell, Richard Murphy, 17 May 1833. (Book L, p. 52) 


PETITION TO SELL LAND. Heirs: Jacob Ray, James Ray, Elisabeth Shamblin, Kitty White and Matilda 
Ray, all of lawful age and Nancy Ray, widow and administratrix, 28 November 1833. (Book 1, p. 69) 


William Monroe Lawrence’s first wife was Minnie Frances Ray, daughter of Jacob 
Laddie Ray and Margaret Poole Ray. There is a definite connection between her Ray Family 
and the Usury Ray Family mentioned above. I quote from a letter written by a daughter of 
Jacob Ray: 


Little is known of the history of our Ray Family. Ancel Ray came from Woodstock, England and 
settled at Jamestown, Virginia, with the first English colony in the year 1607. There were only three boys 
in this home and several girls. One of these boys was a fighting ancestor who was killed in a fighting duel. 
Another one of them spent his life trying to make perpetual motion. Only one of the boys ever married. 
I think his name was Usery. One of his descendants was my grandfather, who moved to Washington 
County, Georgia in the latter part of the 17th century and settled on the Flint River. There he got an 
improvement from the Indians. When my father was one year old, about the year 1820, the family moved 
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from Flint River to Alabama and settled in Tuscaloosa County. In this home there were two boys and 
three girls. My father, Jacob Ray, was the oldest. His brother, James Ray, married Synthia Edwards and 
in this home there was only one son, J. U. Ray, who married. They lived in Woodstock, Tuscaloosa 
County. James Ray was a merchant and went to New York at the close of the Civil War to buy stock and 


goods. 
My father, Jacob Ray, married Eliza Hosmer, the daughter of Samuel Hosmer. Grandfather 


Hosmer, I think, was of Scotch descent. He moved to Boston, Massachusetts about the year 1820. When 
I was about two years old, he moved back to Alabama and settled in Tuscaloosa County. 


October 6, 1939 - Dr. J. U. Ray dies at Woodstock and buried at Woodstock. He graduated from the 
Medical Department of the University of Tennessee, Nashville, Tennessee, February 1893. Practiced 
medicine five years in Blocton, Alabama. Practiced twenty months in Greensboro, Alabama. Retired from 
active practice in 1901, and in March 12, 1903, he was appointed Postmaster at Woodstock, Alabama. 
Dr. J. U. Ray was a Democrat, a Methodist, a Shriner and a Knight Templar. He was married, September 
26, 1896, to Sarah Waller who resided at Greensboro. Their children: Robert Usry born April 21, 1902, 
Laura Virginia born October 11, 1905. (Montgomery Advertiser) 


January 8, 1953 - Mrs. J. U. Ray, 83, for many years a resident of Greensboro, died at home of 
daughter, Mrs. Turner Scott, in Charlotte, N. C. She was the wife of the late Dr. J. U. Ray who practiced 
medicine in Greensboro years ago and later made his home in Woodstock, Bibb County, Alabama. 
Survivors: son, Robert U. Ray, daughter, Mrs. Turner Scott. (Greensboro Whig) 


I-2b. William Monroe Lawrence, second son of William Washington and Mary Frances 
Williams Lawrence, was born in Milldale, Alabama on November 5, 1876, died November 17, 
1929 and is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, Alabama. He married the first time 
to Minnie Frances Ray on June 21, 1899. The marriage ceremony was performed at Shiloh 
Church by James D. Ray, M. G. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 5, p. 315) She 
was born September 25, 1879, died May 28, 1919 and is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery. 
They were both members of the Baptist Church. The parents of Minnie Frances Ray were J acob 
Laddie Ray, born Jan. 6, 1845, died December 1, 1924, and Margaret Poole. They were 
married in January of 1874. Minnie Frances Ray’s father was a Baptist minister. 

Monroe Lawrence was Agent and Telegraph Operator for the Southern Railroad in York, 
Alabama. Later, he was Agent at Grisella, Alabama for three or four years. There is no 
railroad station there now. After leaving Grisella, he had the position of Agent and Operator 
at Vance, Alabama, where he lived until he died. 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Precinct 11, Vance, family # 63 | 
Lawrence, William, age 33, b. Ala, married 10 years 
Minnie Frances, age 30, married 10 years, 2 children, 1 living 
Bertram, dau, age 8 


William Monroe Lawrence’s first wife, Minnie Frances Ray, died May 28, 1919 and he 
married the second time to Frances Abigail "Abbie" Ashcraft on April 19, 1924. The marriage 
ceremony was performed by Henry M. Hurst, Pastor of Methodist Church. (Tuscaloosa County 
Marriage Record Book 12, p. 89) Frances Abigail Ashcraft was born October 5, 1897 in Bear 
Creek, Fayette County, Alabama, died January 1, 1980 and is buried in Memorial Gardens 
Cemetery in Tuscaloosa . Abigail Ashcraft taught school at Brookwood for many years. Her 
parents were Henry Marion Ashcraft and Loyal Smith Ashcraft. 
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Monroe Lawrence was badly burned while building a fire in the kitchen at his home. 
He thought he was using kerosene but accidently picked up a can of gasoline which exploded. 
He died a few hours after the explosion. Peggy Ruth, their only child, was only eight months 
old when he died. Abigail Ashcraft Lawrence married a second time to Clarence D. West and 
they lived in Tuscaloosa,, Alabama. Children of William Monroe Lawrence and Minnie Frances 
Ray Lawrence: 

1. Ferrelle Lawrence was born April 8, 1900 and died June 13, 1901. He is buried in Big 
Hurricane Cemetery. 

2. Bertram Gwendolyn Lawrence was born March 22, 1902 in Coaling, Alabama and 
married Henry Pitchford Stacy March 22, 1922. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 11, 
p. 312) Henry P. and Bertram Lawrence Stacy lived in York, Alabama after they married, but 
later moved to Tuscaloosa and lived out their lives there. Stacy was Agent and Telegraph 
Operator for the Southern Railway. Henry P. Stacy was born in Dalton, Georgia, March 21, 
1888. He enlisted May 15, 1918 at Ashville, Alabama as a private in World War I and was 
discharged from service June 26, 1919. He died May 4, 1968. Henry Pitchford and Bertram 
Gwendolyn Lawrence Stacy had one son: 

i; Ray Moody Stacy was born September 28, 1938. He married Rebecca Henley 

from Jackson, Alabama on June 15, 1964. He teaches History at University Military 

School in Mobile, Alabama. They have a son: 

1. Lawrence Bolen Stacy, born May 15, 1967 in Mobile, Alabama. 
3: Ray Vance Lawrence was born July 6, 1910 in Vance, Alabama. He married Barbara 
"Bobbie" New, June 22, 1935 in Knoxville, Tennessee. Barbara was born March 10, 1910 in 
Knoxville. Ray Vance Lawrence is a chemical engineer, now retired. He was head of an 
experiment station at Oluster, Florida. Ray and Bobbie have two sons: 

1. Robert Craig Lawrence, born March 24, 1945. He married Joan Kux. Both 
Robert Craig and Joan Kux Lawrence have law degrees. They have two children: 

1. Gwynn Lawrence was born February 17, 1971. 
2. Stephanie Lawrence 
3. Jessica Lawrence 
2. Richard "Rick" Lawrence born in New Orleans, Louisiana August 2 1946. He 
is married and they have two daughters: 
1. Kimbol Dianne Lawrence was born July 1, 1968. 
2. Margaret Catherine Lawrence was born April 2, 1975. 

Children of William Monroe and Frances Abigail Ashcraft Lawrence: 

1. Peggy Ruth Lawrence was born March 23, 1929 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Peggy 
married Joe Henry Clements on August 8, 1952. They have one daughter, Leigh, born 
December 31, 1956. Joe was a member of the Indianola Methodist Church and was manager 
of the Billups Farms at Indianola, Mississippi. Joe Clements died suddenly about 2:00 a.m., 
Sunday, February 22, 1976 at his home in Indianola. Peggy Ruth Lawrence Clements teaches 
school in Indianola. 

Bertram Lawrence Stacy thinks her Ray ancestors came from North Carolina. She also 
thinks the Rays buried at Rock Bluff Cemetery and not related to her Ray family. She believes 
William Monroe Lawrence and Minnie Frances Ray were third cousins, but has not been able 
to prove it. 
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Bertram Stacy has a first cousin, Frances Ray Scales of Starkville, Mississippi, daughter 
of Rev. James Davis Ray of Tuscaloosa, who has done extensive research into the Ray Family 
history. She wrote to me, "My father always told me that Uncle Monroe was his cousin as well 
as his brother-in-law." I believe I have the explanation for this relationship. While checking 
through the Orphan’s Court Records, in the Tuscaloosa County Court House, I found the 


following entries: 


Ray, Usury deceased - Nancy Ray, widow and administratrix. Securities: Michael Moore and Jacob Ray. 
Appointed by the Court to appraise the estate: Robert Wood, John Green, Senior, Jesse Bramblett, John 
Russell, Richard Murphy. 17 May 1833. (Book L, page 52) 


PETITION TO SELL LAND. Heirs: Jacob Ray, James Ray, Elizabeth Shamblin, Kitty White and Matilda 
Ray, all of lawful age and Nancy Ray, widow and administratrix. 28 November 1833. (Book 1, p. 69.) 


Jacob Ray, son of Usury Ray, married Eliza Hosmer, January 14, 1830. (Tuscaloosa 
County Marriage Records) Jacob Lattie Ray was a son of the above mentioned Jacob Ray. He 
was born January 6, 1845 and died December 1, 1924. He married Margaret Poole on January 
1874 and two of their children were Rev. James Davis Ray and Minnie Frances Ray, who 
married William Monroe Lawrence. This was the brother-in-law relationship. 

In the Orphan’s Court Record, listed among the heirs, was Elisabeth Shamblin, a sister 
of Jacob Ray. This Elisabeth Ray married John A. Shamblin, January 12, 1826 in Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama. They had several children, who are listed elsewhere in this book, but the two 
we are concerned with are: Jane Ellizabeth Shamblin, who married Franklin Lawrence July 7, 
1857, and William Shamblin, who married Mary Jane Lawrence January 25, 1862. Brother and 
sister, Franklin Lawrence and Mary Jane Lawrence, were children of Joel Barrehart and Mahala 
Oswalt Lawrence. They married sister and brother, Mary Jane Shamblin and John A. Shamblin, 
who were children of John and Elisabeth Ray Shamblin. This gives a cousin relationship 
between the descendants of Franklin and Jane Elizabeth Shamblin Lawrence and the descendants 
of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin. This was the cousin relationship. 

The descendants of William Monroe Lawrence and Minnie Frances Ray may apply for 
membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution or the Sons of the American 
Revolution. The descent has been proven from Abel Hosmer, Revolutionary soldier, ancestor 
of Minnie Frances Ray. 

Abel Hosmer was born in Corcord, Massachusetts the 27th day of March, 1747 and died 
in Frankfort, Maine on the 3rd day of November, 1832. Abel Hosmer married Lucy Lee, who 
was born on June 1, 1748 at Concord, Massachusetts and died at Frankford, Maine on April 1, 
1825. They were married ca 1765. 

Abel and Lucy Lee Hosmer had a son, Samuel J. Hosmer, born July 11, 1783, who 
married Susan Farnum and a daughter, Eliza Hosmer, who married Jacob Lattie Ray on January 
14, 1830. Jacob Lattie Ray and Eliza Hosmer Ray had a son named Jacob Lattie Ray, born 
January 6, 1845, died December 1, 1924, who was married, on January 14, 1830, to Margaret 
Julia Ann Poole, who was born February 18, 1845 and died August 12, 1908. Minnie Frances 
Ray was the daughter of Jacob Lattie Ray, who was a Baptist minister, and Margaret Julia Ann 
Poole Ray. Jacob Lattie and Margaret Julia Ann Poole Ray had children: 

1. J. D. Ray born December 25, 1874, died March 13, 1952. 
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Rosa Lee Ray born October 23, 1876. 
Mary Lillie J. Ray born March 10, 1878. 
Minnie Frances Ray born September 25, 1879, died May 28, 1919. 
Lelon Pearl Ray born August 28, 1881, died December 7, 1881. 
B. E. Ray born November 8, 1882, March 12, 1951. 
W. Wood Ray born March 9, 1885. 
Mattie D. Ray born February 8, 1887, Died June 1929. 
. Jacob Hester Ray born September 29, 1898, died June 1955. 
10. | Ada Mable Ray born December 17, 1893. 
I-2c. John Martin Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born October 1, 1879 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, and died February 25, 
1948 in Meridian, Mississippi and was buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Meridian. He married 
Frances Morgan Jones October 5, 1914 at the parsonage in Brookwood, Alabama. The wedding 
ceremony was performed by R. L. Dill, M. G. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 9, 
p. 570) Frances Morgan Jones was born April 20, 1894 in West Blocton, Alabama. Her parents 
were Alice Morgan, born July 6, 1866 in Dayton, Tennessee, and Daniel Webster Jones, born 
July 20, 1863. Frances Morgan Jones was a member of the Methodist Church. John Martin 
Lawrence taught school near where Nina and Wilburn Vanoy now live and later he taught at 
Hueytown, Alabama. John M. Lawrence was in the 1910 Census as a boarder at the boarding 
house operated in Brookwood, by Walter Carmack and his wife, Martha. His occupation was 
listed as Salesman in a Country Store. He was postmaster in Brookwood at the time his brother, 
Howell Lawrence, was a rural mail carrier. After he married, he was Buyer of Supplies at the 
Kellerman Mine. John Martin and Frances Morgan Jones Lawrence had children: 
1. Frances Kathryn Lawrence was born September 10, 1915 and died July 1, 1985 and is 
buried in Kanawa Valley Memorial Gardens in Cedar Grove, West Virginia. She married James 
Lewis Duncan, September 14, 1938 in Meridian, Mississippi. James Lewis Duncan was born 
October 18, 1913 in Trausdale County, Tennessee, the son of James Duncan are Giles Holt 
Duncan, born March 1883, and Myrtle Shrum Duncan, born August 11, 1883. The children 
of James and Kathryn Duncan: 
1. John Holt Duncan was born January 6, 1941 in Montgomery, West Virginia. He 
married Karen McConha September 5, 1964. 
2. James Milton Duncan was born May 16, 1944 in Montgomery, West Virginia. 
He married Jewell Bailey on May 10, 1968. He is a Baptist minister. Their children: 
1. Timothy Duncan. 
2. Jimmie Duncan. 
3. Carey Marie Duncan. 
3. Edward Lawrence Duncan was born April 18, 1945 in Montgomery, West 
Virginia, is married and they have a son: i 
1. Daniel Edward Duncan. 
4. Neal Alan Duncan was born July 26, 1957 in Montgomery, West Virginia. 
2. John Martin Lawrence, Jr. was born February 18, 1916 in Brookwood, Alabama and 
died October 2, 1987 and is buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Beaumont, Texas. He married 
Marie Carter from Texas, and they have two children: 
1. John Martin Lawrence III was born July 12, 1951. 
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2. Carol Susanne was born December 31, 1955. She married Paul Parker 
and they have a son: 
1. Justin Wade Parker was born September 23, 1982. 
Ju Milton Orman Lawrence was born February 9, 1927 in Meridian, Mississippi. He 
married Marilyn Whitlow, March 19, 1949. Milton and Marilyn have three children: 
1. Janet Lawrence, who is married to Jeff Snuggs. Their children: 
1. Jeff Snuggs. 
2. Clay Snuggs. 
2. Jay Lawrence. 
3. Jill Porter Lawrence married Roger Hendrick Currie on July 24, 1894 at Mynell 
Gardens in Jackson, Mississippi. 
1-2d. Nathaniel Newbern Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born February 25, 1881 and died June 26, 1943 at Trenton, Georgia where they 
were living and was buried at Rock Bluff Cemetery in Tuscaloosa County. Nathaniel Newbern 
Lawrence was married on October 19, 1906 to Anna Hester Cooper . The marriage ceremony 
was performed by T. E. Sanders, M. G. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 8 p. 133) 
Anna Hester Cooper, daughter of George Newton Cooper and Bettie Casanda Kizziah Cooper, 
was born December 8, 1888 at Vance, Alabama and died September 7, 1990 and is buried in 
Steele Cemetery in Steele, Alabama. Aunt Hester told me her Grandmother Cooper was a 
Williams before marriage. Newbern Lawrence was Agent and Operator in Steele, Alabama and 
later at Trenton, Georgia for the Southern Railway. Children of Nathaniel Newbern and Anna 
Hester Cooper Lawrence: 
1. Lois Lucille Lawrence was born December 2, 1909 in Crudup, Alabama. She married 
Andrew Thomas Collier on May 1, 1937. They have a daughter who married Wesley Hallam 
and they have two children. 
2. Rubye Lee Lawrence was born July 16, 1912 in Crudup, Etowah County, Alabama. She 
married Thomas Hubert Yarbrough June 1, 1943. They are divorced. Their daughter: 
1. Priscilla Yarbrough married Clifton McGee and they have a daughter. 
I-2e. Mary L. Lawrence, daughter of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born in August of 1883, died March 19, 1884 and is buried in Big Hurricane 
Cemetery. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM WASHINGTON LAWRENCE and 
MARY FRANCES CRIDER LAWRENCE (second wife) 

I-2f. Jesse Wilbern Lawrence was born February 4, 1887, died December 15, 1968, married 
Clara Belle Steelman September 24, 1911. Clara Belle Steelman was born December 8, 1891 
and died January 18, 1960. 
I-2g. James Oscar Lawrence was born March 19, 1889, died February 12, 1972, married Alma 
Little October 1, 1913. Alma Little was born October 4, 1890 and died May 1, 1991. 
I-2h. Elbert Foster Lawrence was born May 28, 1892, died October 30, 1938, married Edna 
Earl Connell January 25, 1923. Edna Earl Connell was born December 25, 1892, died May 24, 
1971. 
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I-2i. Albert Raymond Lawrence was born August 8, 1893, died February 14, 1946, married 
Veda Ila Lemly April 1, 1917. Veda Ila Lemly was born April 30, 1897, died December 18, 
1969. 

I-2j. Walter Hobson Lawrence was born June 4, 1895, died April 23, 1956, married Vera 
Pearl Puckett December 19, 1917. Vera Pearl Puckett was born June 18, 1894 and died October 
28, 1990. 

I-2k. Joseph Howell Lawrence was born March 7, 1897, died September 2, 1967, married 
Wilma Davidson Pigford September 5, 1925. Wilma Davidson Pigford was born July 5, 1904 
and died June 3, 1985 in Miami, Florida. 

1-21. Alma Mae Lawrence was born December 28, 1899, died September 19, 1955, married 
G. T. Smith December 25, 1916. 

I-2m. Jeffry Leroy Lawrence was born April 4, 1903, died August 2, 1974, married Julia Alice 
Wilson October 17, 1924 and died _?_. 

I-2n. Robert Elmer Lawrence was born June 20, 1905, married Lola Mae Benton December 
12, 1953 and died _?_. Lola Mae Benton was born February 8, 1909 and died _?_. 

Llo. Sarah Glenn Lawrence born May 14, 1907, died September 9, 1962, married James N. 
"Newt" Brogdon January 9, 1926. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM WASHINGTON LAWRENCE and 
MARY FRANCES CRIDER LAWRENCE (Second wife) 
1-2f. Jesse Wilbern Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider 
Lawrence, was born February 4, 1887 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama at a place known as 
Round Mountain, twelve miles east of the Old Home Place. He died December 15, 1968 in St. 
Joseph Hospital, Meridian, Mississippi and is buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Meridian. 

Jesse Wilbern Lawrence married Clara Belle Steelman September 24, 1911. When 
Wilbern Lawrence went off to get married he forgot his marriage license and had to go back for 
it. They were married at the parsonage of the M. E. Church South in Brookwood by Jesse J. 
Jones, Pastor. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 9, p. 83) Clara Belle Steelman, 
daughter of Nathan Worley Steelman and Adelia "Delia" Morgan Steelman, was born December 
8, 1891 at Morgan City, Tennessee. Clara Belle Steelman Lawrence died unexpectedly at her 
home in Meridian on January 18, 1960, and is buried in Magnolia Cemetery. 

On the 1910 Tuscaloosa County Census, Wilbern Lawrence was listed as boarder at the 
boarding house of Frances J. Stucky in Brookwood: age 23, single, no occupation listed. 
Wilbern Lawrence ran a bakery in Kellerman. A large table used in the bakery was the one 
later used as the dining table in Grandpa and Grandma Lawrence’s home. The legs were cut 
off to make it dining table height. 

When they first married they lived in West Blocton, Alabama, where Wilbern Lawrence 
worked as a master mechanic at the mines. They also lived in a Belle Ellyn, a mining town near 
Kellerman. Jesse Wilbern Lawrence also worked at the construction of Lock 17 on the Warrior 
River. Elmer gave me this information when he came for Leroy Lawrence’s funeral, August 
3, 1974. Children of Jesse Wilbern and Clara Belle Steelman Lawrence: 

1. Charles Edward Lawrence was born September 10, 1916 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
He married Annette McMullen, March 29, 1937. Annette was born February 1, 1916 in 
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Sumner, Mississippi. They now live in Birmingham, Alabama. Charles and Annette have 
children: 

1. Patricia Ann Lawrence, born December 30, 1937 in Beaumont, Texas, married 

James Carlton "Skip" Smith, May 16, 1959 in Sumner, Mississippi. They live in 

Jackson, Mississippi. They have children: 

1 James Carlton, Smith, Jr. born April 3, 1965 in Jackson, Mississippi. 

2 Alissa Ann Smith born April 5, 1967 in Jackson, Mississippi. 

3. Patricia McMullen Smith born January 29, 1971 in Jackson, Mississippi. 

4. Andrew Lawrence Smith born March 30, 1973 in Jackson, Mississippi. 
2. Thomas McMullen Lawrence was born August 15, 1940 in Beaumont, Texas. 
He married Judith Rhodes. They had one son: 

1. Silas Saichi Lawrence born April 18, 1965 in Decatur, Alabama. 

3. Annette McMullen Lawrence was born October 7, 1943 in 

Clarksdale, Mississippi. She lives in Sausilita, California. 

4. Charla Eloise Lawrence was born April 10, 1945 in Meridian, Mississippi. She 

was married to John Craig Hurgeton, Jr., on October 2, 1967. A daughter was born to 

them: 
1. Elizabeth Adrienne Hurgeton was born July 23, 1968 in San Francisco, 
California. 
2. Thomas Usry Lawrence was born February 27, 1918 in Meridian, Mississippi. He 
married Clara Elizabeth "Betty" Peel, June 6, 1948. Thomas Usry and Clara Elizabeth Peel 
Lawrence have one son: 

1. Thomas Eugene Lawrence was born March 2, 1949 in Dallas, Texas. He lives 

in Houston, Texas. He married Mickey Jo Shult March 18, 1978 in Hope Lutheran Church in 
Friendswood, Texas. Mickey has a daughter, Bridgitta Rae Shult by a previous marriage. 
Mickey also has an adopted daughter, Francisca Jana Shult who married David Michael Limon 
on September 4, 1982. They have three children. Both Tom and Mickey are lawyers. Mickey 
is employed by Texaco and Tom is a Justice Court Judge. 
J: Mary Eloise Lawrence was born March 1, 1920 in Meridian, Mississippi and died May 
9, 1979 in Indialantic, Florida. Eloise and Charles Lawrence Ellis were married May 18, 1945 
in Meridian. Charles Lawrence Ellis was born March 31, 1920 in Goin, Tennessee. They live 
in Indialantic, Florida. They have a daughter: 

1. Brenda Karen Ellis was born September 20, 1956 in Melbourne, Florida. 

4. Billie Joe Lawrence was born October 12, 1923 in Meridian, Mississippi and married 
Alice Juanita Moffett November 29, 1952 in the Stonewall Methodist Church in Stonewall, 
Mississippi. They live in Decatur, Alabama. They have four children: 

1. William Stephen "Steve" Lawrence born January 21, 1954 in Meridian, 

Mississippi married Carol Ann Giles in Decatur, Alabama, May 31, 1974. They have 

a son: 

1. Stephen Alexander Lawrence was born June 4, 1979 in Decatur, Alabama. 

Steve and Carol Ann are divorced. Steve remarried to Elizabeth Smith and they are 


divorced. 
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2. James Kent Lawrence was born January 9, 1957 in Meridian, Mississippi and 
married Kim Crenshaw in Decatur, Alabama. They are divorced. Kent married Mamie 
Lovelady Frost in Decatur, Alabama. Mamie has a son by a previous marriage: 
1. Jerimiah Frost was born March 24, 1976 in Hartselle, Alabama. 
James Kent and Mamie Lovelady Lawrence have a son: 
2. Taylor Kent Lawrence was born October 20, 1987. 
3. Stephanie Jo Lawrence was born January 15, 1959 in Decatur, Alabama. 
married William Morrow in Decatur, Alabama. They divorced. She married John F. 
Denley in Batesville, Mississippi and they divorced. 
4. Kim Moffett Lawrence born March 12, 1961 in Decatur, Alabama married Jeffery 
Davis Lemmond in Decatur, Alabama. They have two children: 
1. Logan Lawrence Lemmond was born May 20, 1989 in Decatur, Alabama. 
2. Alice Lauren Lemmond was born April 27, 1992 in Decatur, Alabama. 
I-2g. James Oscar Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider Lawrence, 
was born March 19, 1889 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. James Oscar Lawrence married 
Alma Little October 1, 1913 in Leeds, Alabama. Her parents were George W. Little and 
Dochia McLaughlin. James Oscar Lawrence died February 12, 1972, at age 83, in Baptist 
Hospital, Birmingham, Alabama. Funeral services were held in Leeds Baptist Church. with 
burial in Leeds Cemetery. Alma Little Lawrence died May 1, 1991. When Oscar was in his 
late teens he left Brookwood and went to work as a butcher in the commissary in Ironaton, 
Alabama. In 1911, he moved to Leeds and opened a small grocery store. He operated this store 
until the fall of 1914. He was in West Blocton for a year and on December 1, 1915 he returned 
to Leeds and began work as a Repairman Helper at the Universal Atlas Cement Plant. In 1941 
he was made switchboard operator in the Electrical Department, the position he held until his 
retirement. 
James Oscar and Alma Little Lawrence had four children and a foster daughter: 
1. James Washington Lawrence was born October 14, 1915 in Leeds, Alabama and died 
February 22, 1994 in Shreveport, Louisiana. He married Irbie Wofford Palmer July 11, 1941. 
Irbie Wofford Palmer was born May 19, 1917 in Shreveport, La. Her parents were Paul 
Jennings Palmer, who was born November 21, 1888 in Red River Parish, Louisiana and died 
December 9, 1967 in Shreveport, Louisiana, and Irbie Wofford Palmer, born July 28, 1895 in 
DeSoto Parish, Louisiana. and died April 27, 1969 in Shreveport, Louisiana. Irbie has a twin 
sister, Marion Paula Palmer. James Washington and Irbie Wofford Palmer Lawrence have a 
daughter: 
1. Marion Paula Lawrence, born June 9, 1943, married John Evans Mittell on 
November 28, 1970. 
2. Ferrell Paul Lawrence was born November 5, 1917 in Leeds, Alabama. He married 
Vivian Bell January 31, 1950 and they have two children: 
1. Ferrell Paul Lawrence, Jr, born April 3, 1952 in Leeds, Alabama, married 
Harriet Angeline Smith on August 27, 1977 at the Mountainbrook Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Alabama. Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. Leon B. Smith. 
2: David Lawrence born March 10, 1958 in Leeds, married Karen Faye Monk on 
July 14, 1979 at the Sage Avenue Baptist Church, Mobile, Alabama. 


30 


3. Dan Little Lawrence was born October 29, 1921 in Leeds, Alabama, died _? _ and 
married Nancy Kendall Kruf on September 4, 1950. Four children were born to them: 

i Dan Lawrence, Jr. was born September 16, 1952. 

2. Donald Lawrence was born July 27 and died March 1962. 

3. Randy Lawrence was born November 19, 1957. 

4. Andy Lawrence was born July 9, 1959. 

4. Mildred Louise Lawrence was born July 13, 1924 in Leeds Alabama. She married James 
Aaron Denman November 1, 1952. James Aaron Denman, son of Aaron and Eva Morris 
Denman, was born May 7, 1923 in Clay County, Alabama. James and Mildred Lawrence 
Denman have children: 

1. Betty Louise Denman was born October 13, 1953 in Mobile, Alabama. 

2. James Lawrence Denman was born November 29, 1958 in Mobile, Alabama. 

3. Timothy Aaron Denman was born February 9, 1965 in Mobile, Alabama. 

5. Mary Ruth "Polly" Simpson was 7 years old when she went to live with the Lawrences. 
Mary Ruth "Polly" Simpson was born October 27, 1927 and married Elliott Gibson December 
21, 1946 and they have children. 

1. Dan Gibson, born July 4, 1952, married Becky Taylor, June 18, 1971 and they 

have a daughter, Leigh. 

Zs Bill Gibson, born November 11, 1954. 

3. Joe Gibson, born January 29, 1965. 

I-2h. Elbert Foster Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider Lawrence, 
was born May 28, 1892 in Milldale, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He married Edna Earle 
Connell January 25, 1923 in Meridian, Mississippi. Edna Earle Connell, daughter of James 
Henry Connell and Nancy Carlean Shephard Connell, was born December 25, 1892 in Macon, 
Noxubee County, Mississippi. 

Elbert Foster Lawrence worked as a coal passer in the mines. He was also 
Superintendent of Fires. He joined the Navy where he served as a pipe fitter. He served 
through World War I and got out of the service when he was 27 years old. At one time he 
operated a coal yard in Meridian. During the Great Depression he managed the Transit Bureau 
in Meridian. This was a service sponsored by the Federal Government to provide food and 
shelter for homeless persons. The Bureau was domiciled in a vacated hotel. There was no 
charge to the guests and there was always 100% occupancy, yet Uncle Foster never allowed 
anyone to be turned away. He established facilities for canning and preserving vegetables, meats 
and fruits and thereby stretched his limited budget to better meet the needs of his guests, who 
were always hungry. He received several commendations for his superior management and for 
the cleanliness of the premises. Later he was superintendent of the water reservoirs for the city 
of Meridian. He was a deacon in the South Side Baptist Church and a member of the Building 
Committee when the new church was built. Elbert Foster Lawrence was married the first time 
to Leila M. Cooley, who was born Nov. 19, 1895. She died June 21, 1915. She was from 
Birmingham. They had one child who died as an infant. The mother must have died in 
childbirth. Elbert Foster and Edna Earle Connell Lawrence had children: 

1. Mildred Elaine Lawrence was born July 30, 1924 in Meridian, Mississippi. She married 
William Wesley Byrd September 5, 1952. William Byrd was born April 2, 1914 and died 
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November 16, 1974, and was buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery, Meridian, Miss. They had one 
daughter, Claire, who was born April 8, 1960 and died February 21, 1984. 
2. Elbert Earl Lawrence was born May 11, 1927 in Meridian, Mississippi. He married 
Phyllis Ann Bacon July 22, 1951. Her parents were Gus W. and Altena Bacon. They have 
three children: 

1. Marcia Ann Lawrence was born June 13, 1952 in Meridian, Mississippi. She 

married James Carroll Cunningham on April 10, 1987 in Norcrosse, Georgia. He was 

born September 29, 1954. 

2. Barbara Lawrence was born September 7, 1954 in Meridian and married Rodney 
Dale Smith on January 25, 1974 in the Methodist Church in Rome, Georgia. He was born 
March 9, 1953. Their children: 

1. Courtney Jane Smith was born June 14, 1980. 
2. Kendall Smith was born March 6, 1987. 

3. William Lawrence was born February 27, 1964 and lives in Columbus, 

Mississippi. 
I-2h. Albert Raymond Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider 
Lawrence, was born August 8, 1893 and died February 14, 1946 in West Blocton, Alabama. 
He is buried in Cedar Hill Cemetery, Bessemer, Alabama. He married Veda Ila Lemley April 
1, 1917 at Searles, Alabama, with the ceremony performed by D. L. Manderson, Minister. 
(Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book d, p. 284) Albert and Veda Lawrence lived in many 
Alabama mining towns, first in Searles, then there was Yolando, Helena and Benoit which is 
near Jasper, Alabama. The last place they lived was West Blockton. Veda’s parents were John 
Hiram Lemley and Fannie Hunt Lemley. Veda was born in New Hope, Alabama April 30, 
1897. She died December 18, 1969, and is buried in Cedar Hill Cemetery, Bessemer, Alabama. 
Albert lost his arm in an accident at the mine. Albert died in a hospital in Birmingham. He had 
ulcers and had several operations, but it seemed that after their son Raymond died he started 
going down. Veda had two brothers and no sisters. One brother had two sons and two 
daughters. The other brother never married. Albert and Veda Lemley Lawrence had one son: 
1. John Raymond Lawrence was born May 1, 1919 and died March 11, 1943. Raymond 
died in a plane crash during a routine training flight at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. Raymond 
was not married. 


Dec. 25, 1942 - Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Lawrence of West Blocton, whose son John R. Lawrence has been 
promoted to Staff Sgt. at Eglin Field, Fla. (Birmingham News) 


March 14, 1943 - Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday at the First Methodist Church West 
Blocton for Staff Sgt. John Raymond Lawrence 23 who was killed in a plane crash near Eglin Field, Fla., 
Thursday afternoon. Survivors Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Lawrence. Burial will be in Cedar Hill Cemetery 
Bessemer, Alabama. (Birmingham News) 


I-2h. Walter Hobson Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider 
Lawrence, was born June 4, 1895 in Brookwood, Alabama. Walter Lawrence was gassed 
during World War I. He died April 23, 1956 at V. A. Hospital, Gulfport, Mississippi, and was 
buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, Alabama. Grave stone is inscribed: 
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Walter H. Lawrence 
Oklahoma 
Pvt. HQ. Co. 
64th Inf. World War I 
June 4, 1895 
d. April 23, 1956 


I suppose Walter Hobson Lawrence was named for Rev. Jerome S. Hobson, who married 
Ludie Newell, the daughter of Rufus M. and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell. 

Walter Lawrence married Vera Pearl Puckett in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma December 
19, 1917. She was born June 18, 1894 in Sargent, Missouri and died October 28, 1990 and is 
buried in Roseburg Memorial Garden in Roseburg, Oregon. Her parents were Asbury J. Puckett 
and Sarah Shirk Puckett. Walter and Vera Lawrence were divorced. Vera Pearl married the 
second time to James Lewis Paris. This was a double wedding with Vera’s daughter Mildred 
Ruth Lawrence being married to Oscar Powell at the same time, on November 27, 1949 in the 
First Baptist Church in Yakima, Washington. James Lewis Paris died May 4, 1966. 

Walter Hobson and Vera Pearl Puckett Lawrence had children: 

J; Baby Boy Lawrence born January 20, 1921 Newton, Mississippi and is buried in 
Newton. 

2. Lester Lee Lawrence was born July 10, 1924 at Meridian, Mississippi and is buried in 
Rose Lawn Cemetery, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

3: Mildred Ruth Lawrence was born November 18, 1928, in Meridian, Mississippi. She 
was married November 27, 1949 in Yakima, Washington to Oscar H. Powell. They have three 
daughters: 

1. Joyce Ellen Powell was born April 27, 1952 and married Thomas Nolan Knorr 

August 10, 1974. They have two sons: 

1, Thomas John Knorr was born April 28, 1981. 
2. Stephen Matthew Knorr was born May 10, 1983. 

2. Rebecca Jean Powell was born November 29, 1958. 

3. Susan Lanelle Powell was born November 4, 1960. 

I-2j. Joseph Howell Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider 
Lawrence, was born March 7, 1897 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He died of cancer 
September 2, 1967 at his home in Chula Vista, California. His body was cremated. Dr. 
Wilbern Lawrence flew out there for the funeral. Howell Lawrence served in the Marines in 
World War I. Howell Lawrence married the first time Wilma Davidson Pigford, Sept. 5, 1925, 
in Meridian, Mississippi. She was born July 5, 1904 in Meridian and died June 3, 1985 in 
Miami, Florida. Her parents were James Aquilla and Katherine Emma Pigford. Joseph Howell 
and Wilma D. Pigford Lawrence had one child: 

1. Joseph Howell Lawrence, Jr., who was born January 13, 1928 in Meridian, Mississippi 
and died March 3, 1933. ; 

Joseph Howell Lawrence married the second time to Brooke _?_ from Virginia. Howell 
Lawrence was a postman in Brookwood at the same time his brother, John Martin Lawrence, 
was postmaster. Howell Lawrence drove a two wheel cart to deliver the mail. 

I-2k. Alma Mae Lawrence, daughter of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider 
Lawrence, was born December 28, 1899 in Brookwood, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Alma 
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Mae Lawrence married the first time to G. T. Smith. They were married December 25, 1916 
in Brookwood, Alabama. C. L. Manders, M. G. performed the ceremony. Attached to the 
marriage license is an affidavit from W. W. Lawrence stating she is under 18 and giving his 
permission for the marriage. Mae met G. T. Smith when they worked together at Bryce 
Hospital in Tuscaloosa. Mae’s brother, Walter, also was working there. After their marriage 
they went to Orange, Texas to live. In 1918, G. T. Smith became ill, probably of influenza, 
and died. The body was returned by train, presumably for burial in Big Hurricane Cemetery, 
but for some reason he was buried in York, Ala. Mae was not a trained nurse as someone 
seemed to think, but she was very good to help out when anyone in the neighborhood was ill, 
however, she did receive payment for this service. Alma Mae married the second time to Bill 
Ray. Mae died September 19, 1955 in the Glen Haven Nursing home. At the time of her death 
Mae was married to Jerry Rattler and they were living in Abernant, Alabama. She is buried 
in Big Hurricane Cemetery at Brookwood. The gravestone is inscribed Alma Mae Ray. G. T. 
and Alma Mae Lawrence Smith had one son: 
1. Roy Herbert Smith was born February 6, 1918 in Orange, Texas. Roy was eight months 
old when his mother brought him back to Alabama and left him with her parents who took care 
of him and brought him up. Roy Herbert Smith married Vera Ruth Barnett September 11, 1936. 
Vera was born September 6, 1918. Their children: 
1. Willie Lee Smith, born October 19, 1937, married Peggy Terrell and their 
children are: 
1; Vera Mae Smith 
2. Mary Ann Smith 
Ze Clifton Herbert Smith, born August 2, 1942, He is not married. 
3. Helen Smith was born January 24, 1945 is married to William Earl Young. Their 
children are: 
1. Linda Kay. 
2. William Earl. 
3. Jason Eric. 
I-21. Jeffie Leroy Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider Lawrence, 
was born April 4, 1903 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died August 2, 1974 in Laurel, 
Mississippi. He was buried in Magnolia Cemetery, Meridian, Mississippi. Leroy married Julia 
Alice Wilson the 17th day of October 1924. (Lauderdale County, Mississippi Marriage Records) 
Julia Alice Wilson gave her age as 18 and Leroy Lawrence gave his age as 21. Julia Alice 
Wilson Lawrence died at her home in Laurel and is buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Meridian. 
Leroy and Julia had children: 
1. Julian Leroy Lawrence was born February 2, 1926 in Meridian, Mississippi. He 
married Bettye Ruth Finlay September 22, 1956 in Jena, Louisiana. Bettye’s parents are Hance 
D. Finlay, Sr. and Fannie Prichard Finlay. Bettye was born April 28, 1935. Julian and his 
family live in Shreveport, Louisiana. The children of Julian and Bettye are: 
1. Julian Leroy Lawrence, Jr. born December 20, 1958 in Shreveport, Louisiana and 
died in Arlington, Texas on February 22, 1994. 
2. Jason Shane Lawrence, adopted son, born December 25, 1967 in West Monroe, 
Louisiana and died July 1, 1979 and is buried in Forest Park Cemetery in Shreveport. 
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2. Evelyn Louise Lawrence was born November 17, 1927 in Meridian, Mississippi and died 
June 26, 1993 and is buried in DeSoto Cemetery in DeSoto, Mississippi. She married the first 
time Leo Longoria. There were divorced and Leo Longoria was living in Brownsville, Texas. 
He went over into Mexico for a visit and just after he had gone through customs, he picked up 
a hitch hiker who killed him. One son was born to this marriage: 
1. Joseph Lawrence Longoria was born April 22, 1947 in Meridian, Mississippi. 
Louise married the second time to DeVane Simpson, November 11, 1947. DeVane 
Simpson was born May 30, 1924 and died May 14, 1970. They had children: 
2. Kenneth Wilson Simpson was born January 19, 1950 in Meridian, Mississippi. 
Kenneth married Cherrel Kay Moody, March 23, 1970 and they have two children: 
i; Kenneth DeWayne Simpson, born May 23, 1971. 
2. Tanya Kay Simpson born August 23, 1973. 
3. James Jeffery Simpson was born September 19, 1955 in Meridian, Mississippi. 
He married Carolyn Seletia Cocker, August 16, 1975 in Laurel, Mississippi. They were 
married at Shady Grove Baptist Church. Carolyn was born July 27, 1959. They live 
in Biloxi. 
4. Kathryn Michelle Simpson was born May 2, 1967 in Meridian, Mississippi. 
I-21. Robert Elmer Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider Lawrence, 
was born June 20, 1905 at the Old Home Place in Brookwood, Alabama and died in Macon, 
Georgia January 5, 1982 . Elmer married Suzie Mae House in Brookwood, Alabama. They 
were divorced and remarried. He was married to Ruth Ivey of Clark County, Mississippi and 
to Hazel Shipp. Elmer married Lola Mae Benton December 12, 1953. Lola Mae Benton, 
daughter of Ira Benton and Daisey Benton was born February 8, 1909 in Clio, Alabama . Elmer 
and Lola were severely injured in a headon collision in Macon, Georgia. where they were living. 
An elderly couple had been involved in a minor accident just prior to the collision. After they 
got back into their car and drove off, the hood of their car popped up and perhaps they 
panicked. Elmer died in the hospital on January 5, 1982 and was buried in Macon. Elaine Byrd 
and I went to the funeral. Lola remained in the hospital for many weeks and died April 28, 
1985. 
I-2m. Sarah Glenn Lawrence, daughter of William Washington and Mary Frances Crider 
Lawrence, was born May 14, 1907 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died September 9, 1962 
in a hospital in Winter Haven, Florida. She was visiting one of her children at the time she 
became ill. She is buried alongside her husband in West Jefferson Cemetery in the West 
Jefferson, Alabama. Glenn married James B. "Newt" Brogdon, January 9, 1924 in Brookwood, 
Alabama. Newt worked in the mines. Abbie Lawrence West and I visited Blanche Short at her 
home in Pleasant Grove, near Abernant, Alabama, and obtained this information about the Newt 
and Glenn Brogdon family. Newt and Glenn Brogdan had eight daughters and two sons: 


i Christine Brogdon was born December 12, 1926 and married Latham Jackson. Their 
children are: 
1 Doris born July 23, 1946. 


2. Mary Helen born January 1, 1951. 
3. Jimmie Lee born March 19, 1954. 
4. William Glenn. 
5. Maylene, born 1959. 
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6. Lisa. 


7. Stevie. 
2. Evelyn Brogdon was born March 4, 1930. She married the first time 5 Floyd Bridgman. 


Evelyn lived in Chicago for a long time and now lives in Birmingham. Evelyn’ s children: 

L Brenda Bridgman. 

2. Debra Marske - by second husband. 

3. James Farris - by third husband. 

4. George Harris - by third husband. 
3; Blanche Brogdon was born August 23, 1931 and married Thomas Willis Short, January 
3, 1950 in Columbus, Mississippi. They have children : 

1. Margaret was born December 30, 1950 and is married to Allen Peal. They live 

in Oxmoor, Birmingham, Alabama and have two children: 

1. Johnny 
2. Rachel 

2. Jeanette born July 6, 1954, is married to Doyle Dagman. 

3 Cathy Doloros born August 31, 1958. 

4. Wilma D. born September 6, 1961. 

5. Sarah born August 23, 1963. 

6. Norma Jean born December 11, 1965. 

7. Thomas Willis, Jr. born April 24, 1967. 
4. Peggy Brogdon was born in 1933. She was 13 years old when she died. 
5. Cecil Brogdon was born June 5, 1935. He is married to Patricia Luin. They live in Key 
West, Florida, where Cecil owns a Photo Shop and specializes in school pictures. They have 
two children: 

1. Sherrill born August 24, 1960. 

2. Mellonie. 
6. Betty Joyce Brogdon was born March 8, 1938. She is married to Jimmy Melcher and 
lives in Warrior, Alabama. Betty taught school at Phillips High School in Birmingham, but does 
not teach at the present time. They have children: 

1. Tommy Louis. 

2. Reta Joyce. 

3. Sandra. 
7. Willa Dean Brogdon was born March 19, 1940 and is married to 
Joe Howell and they live in Chicago. Their children are: 


1. Gloria. 

2. Rebecca died when their home burned in an arson fire. 
3. Jerris. 

4. David. 

5; Keeton. 


8. Carol Brogdon was born May 9, 1943 and is married to Earl Henderson Carol who had 
one child by a previous marriage, who is named Peggy Brogdon. They live in Birmingham. 
9. Dorothy Brogdon was born August 31, 1946 and is married to Bill Anderson. She met 
her husband in Key West, Florida. He was in the navy as was her brother Cecil. They live in 
Chesterfield, Virginia. They have no children. 
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10. | Wayne Brogdon was born July 24, 1948. He is married and lives in Panama City, 
Florida. They have two children. One is a girl named Josephine. 

I-3. Thomas Jefferson Lawrence, son of John and Sarah A. R. Murry Lawrence, was born 
April 20, 1854 and died January 25, 1936 and is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery. He married 
Tamer E. Cooper on March 8, 1887. Tamer Cooper was born May 17, 1860 and died 
December 12, 1947 and is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery. Her parents were George W. 
Cooper and Nancy Vanoy Cooper who were married August 23, 1858. Tamer Cooper was 
Wilburn Vanoy’s aunt. On April 19, 1888, at the settlement of the Joel Barrehart Lawrence 
estate, Tamer Lawrence used the name, Laura E. Lawrence, when she signed a document as the 
wife of Thomas Jefferson Lawrence. That is the only time I have seen or heard Tamer 
Lawrence referred to by any other name. 

Thomas Jefferson and Tamer Lawrence lived one half mile south of John Lawrence’s 
home, on the opposite side of Hurricane Creek. 

Thomas Jefferson Lawrence was a young lad during the War for Southern Independence. 
Whenever soldiers marched by the house, he always ran out and marched along with them and 
told them about his Daddy who was a soldier. One of the soldiers gave him the name "Little 
Major" and for the rest of his life he was known as Major. He was a jovial and intelligent 
gentleman, who was liked and respected by all who knew him. 

Uncle Major and Aunt Tamer had no children, but adopted Harmon "Boss" Kelly. 
Evidently the adoption was not legal since his name was not changed to Lawrence. Boss Kelly 
died in the T. B. hospital in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

Uncle Major was a small man and resembled his brother, Grandpa Willie, very much. 
Uncle Major had a severe palsy condition. Aunt Tamer, some say, became blind. Wilburn 
Vanoy said she was not totally blind, but his wife, Nina Vanoy, said anyone who could not tell 
whether potatoes were peeled or not was blind. 

Thomas Jefferson "Uncle Major" Lawrence could figure any mathematical problem in 
his head, but always got Uncle Monroe Lawrence to figure it on paper to see if he was right. 
He always was. 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Precinct 13, Vance, family #158 
Lawrence, Thomas J., Head, age 56, married 28 years 
Tamer E., wife, age 48, married 28 years 


I have a copy of Thomas Jefferson Lawrence’s will from which I quote this one item: 


The State of Alabama County of Tuscaloosa 

"Second: If after the death of my wife, Tamer Elizabeth Lawrence, and the Five Hundred ($500.00) 
Dollars hereinabove provided for has been paid to Gertrude Kelly, there is any balance of my estate, then 
I give, devise and bequeath the said balance thereof to my beloved sister, Mary Elizabeth Newell and my 
brother, William Washington Lawrence, equally and share and share alike, each to take one half of said 
estate left. 

Witness my hand this June 11, 1926 

Thomas J. Lawrence X his mark 
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This will, admitted to probate and record the 14th day of March 1936, definitely 
establishes the fact that Grandpa Willie Lawrence’s full name was William Washington 
Lawrence. | 
I-4. Mary Elizabeth Lawrence, daughter. of John Lawrence and Sarah A. R. Murry 
Lawrence, was born March 24, 1858 in Tuscaloosa County. Mary Elizabeth Lawrence died July 
5, 1949 and was buried in Reform, Alabama. Mary Elizabeth Lawrence was married to Rufus 
Malachi Newell December 4, 1873 at the home of the bride’s mother, Sarah Lawrence, by John 
W. White, Justice of the Peace. The wedding was witnessed by W. Robinson and Sarah Elland. 
Rufus Malachi Newell, son of Robert Boyd Newell and Mary Herron Newell, was born 
November 6, 1852 and died June 24, 1929, and is buried at Reform. 

Mary Elizabeth Lawrence’s sister, Martha Jane Lawrence, married Rufus Newell’s 
cousin, George Wesley Newell. The Newells were raised around Sand Springs, Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama. | 

Soon after Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Newell’s first child, Mary Docie Ann, was 
born, they went to Texas to homestead land. They left their little daughter, Docie, with 
Grandma Martha A. R. Murry Lawrence. When Docie was four years old her parents returned 
to Alabama. They traveled in a wagon, and Rufus walked alongside the wagon, nearly all the 
way back, fanning mosquitos off the horses. 

_ When Rufus Malachi Newell got back to Alabama, he farmed until he got a job helping 
to build the M & 0 Railroad from Montgomery to Artesia, Mississippi to connect with the main 
line from Chicago to Mobile. When the construction of the railroad was completed, he applied 
for a job at Bryce Hospital and was employed as the head dairyman at a salary of $25.00 a 
month. After working ten or twelve years in this capacity he was laid off. That night he 
received a call from Judge Cochrane and his son, John. They told him they wanted him to work 
for them. They were going to Reform, Alabama to build a railroad between there and Mobile, 
so the farmers would have a way to get their produce to market. He moved his family to 
Reform in December of 1899. There he helped build the A. T. & N. Railroad, now owned by 
the Frisco R. R. Company. He took his wife and children along with him. They lived in a tent 
and camped alongside the roadbed and Grandma Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell cooked for 
the men. Using horses and mules, scrapes, shovels, and picks they carved the railroad into the 
countryside. 

His home in Reform, where he died in 1929, was by the side of his daughter Delia’s 
home. Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell had children: 

I-4a. Mary Docie Ann Newell, daughter of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence 
Newell, was born September 27, 1874 and died in 1889 when she was 14 years old. 

I-4b. Louisa "Ludie" Jane Newell, daughter of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence 
Newell, was born August 10, 1876 and died December 21, 1967. She married Jerome S. 
Hobson in 1895. He was born December 13, 1867 and died January 31, 1940. Louisa Jane 
Newell Hobson and Jerome S. Hobson are buried in the Liberty Cemetery in Pearson, Alabama. 
Four children were born to them: 

1. Ira Hobson married Ethel Lewis in Hagler, Alabama. Their children: 

1. David 

2. Mary Clare 

3. Gladys married Ed. Morrison. 
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2. W. Penn Hobson married Maybelle Stokes. They have six children: 
1. Oliver Hobson is a Baptist minister in Alabama. He was educated at Texas 
Seminary. I do not have information on the other children. 

3. Mary Etta Hobson married Ed. Causey. They have two children: 


1. Andrew. 

2. Rotha married Ruth Kelly. They have three children. 
4. Willie Lou Hobson married _? _ Causey. There were three children from the Causey 
marriage: 


1. Ford Causey, studying for the ministry. 

2. Clara Mae Causey. 

3. Tommy Causey, minister in Florida. 

Willie Lou is now married to John Foley of Tuscaloosa, Alabama and lives in 
Duncanville, Alabama. 
I-4c. John McDaniel Newell, son of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell, was 
born January 16, 1879 and died in October of 1965. He married Josephine _? _ September 11, 
1902 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Three children were born to this marriage 
1. John Edgar Newell married Corinne Culpepper. They have one child, Joan. 
2. Lester Young Newell married a girl from Demopolis. They have a daughter. 
3. Paul Revere Newell married a girl from Texas. A great musician. Taught music at the 
University of Alabama. Wrote the musical "Story of Birmingham" which was performed in 
Birmingham by the American Ballet Company to commemorate the steel industry in that city. 
I-4d. Walter Young Newell, son of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell, was 
born November 3, 1883 and died January 12, 1929. He married Annie Pearson in Carrollton, 
Alabama in 1902. They had four children: 
1. Lucy Mae Newell married Tommy Shepherd in Carrollton, Alabama. They reside in 
Reform, Alabama. 


2. Sara was struck by lightning when she was nine years old. 

3. Johnnie married Clarence Sission in Sheffield, Alabama. One daughter, Marilyn, was 
born to them. She lives out West. 

4. Palmer married a girl from Birmingham. Their daughter resides in Flint, Michigan. 


I-4e. Tiney Newell, child of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Newell Lawrence, was born 
September 22, 1881 and died as an infant. 
I-4f. Sarah Cordelia "Delia" Newell, daughter of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence 
Newell, was born March 6, 1885. She married the first time, in 1901, W. B. Kilpatrick, son 
of Joseph Kilpatrick, of Stencil, Alabama. They had one son, Dwight Dewitt Kilpatrick, who 
was born August 18, 1902. He married Effie Leonard and they reside in Coker, Alabama. 
Delia married the second time Ira Cleveland Simpson, July 4, 1905 in a home wedding, with 
the Rev. Morgan Mills performing the ceremony in Stancil, Alabama. Ira and Delia Simpson 
had six children: 
1. Maurice Fay Simpson was born September 18, 1907 and died in 1963. He married 
Frances Langdon in Reform, Alabama. They have a daughter, Daisy Faye Simpson, who 
married James E. Lloyd, January 11, 1953. Daisy Faye was born October 31, 1930. They 
have two children: 

1. Kathy Lloyd was born Dec. 26, 1957. 
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2. Timothy Newell Lloyd was born July 31, 1961. 
2. Mary Ida Simpson was born August 20, 1910 and died June 1912. 
3. ° Kate Evelyn Simpson, born November 2, 1912, was married in Hammond, Louisiana, 
to Ralph E. Masters. They live in Wakulla Station, Florida. 
4, Margaret Salome Simpson, born May 14, 1915 married V. E. Keolhofer August 25, 1936 
of Canton, Mississippi, in the home of Baptist Minister Rev. Newton, Columbus, Mississippi. 
They have four children: 
1. Michael Leon Keolhofer was born September 17, 1937 in Louisville Mississippi. 
He married Audry Faye Junkin Feb. 17, 1963. They live j in Deland, Florida. They have 
three children: 
1. Michael Jay Keolhofer was born Nov. 7, 1964 in Greenwood, Mississippi. 
2. Pamela Jean Keolhofer was born April 20, 1968 in Huntsville, Alabama. 
3. John Steven Keolhofer was born Oct. 3, 1971 in Milan, Tennessee. 
2. James Vernon Keolhofer was born September 26, 1939 in Louisville, Mississippi. 
He married Dorothy Smith of Durant, Mississippi, on December 26, 1557 in McAdams, 
Mississippi. They now live in Selma, Alabama. They have six children: 


1. James Vernon Keolhofer, Jr. was born September 14, 1958 in Durant, 
Mississippi. 

2. Sherrie Keolhofer was born October 30 in Durant. 

3. Stacie Keolhofer was born May 20, 1962 in Jackson, Mississippi. 

4. Jeana Margaret Keolhofer was born April 7, 1964 in Jackson, Mississippi. 
5. Baby Girl, born April 27, 1970 in Selma and did not live. 

6. Holly Virginia Keolhofer was born October 18,1973 in Selma. 


3. Mary Jane Kealhofer was born May 14, 1948 in Columbus, Mississippi. She 
married Dale Frederick Devall May 30, 1970 in the First Baptist Church of Franklinton, 
Louisiana. Their children, 
1. Arvin Dale Devall, born Nov. 24, 1972. They live in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. 
4. Dixie Anne Keolhofer was born Sept. 25, 1954 in Durant, Mississippi. She 
married Rodney Eugene James of Bogalusa, Louisiana. They married October 17, 1972 
in the judges chambers in Livingston, Alabama. They have a son, Mark Dewayne 
James, born March 6, 1974 in Bogalusa, La. 
5. Nell Vancleve Simpson, born April 4, 1919 in Reform, Alabama. She married W. A. 
Golden of Millport, Alabama, in Columbus, Mississippi on November 11, 1949. They have two 
children: 
1. Frank Charles Golden was born Jan. 18, 1951. He married Marie Fortner in 
Columbus, Mississippi. They have one daughter, Kimberly Dawn, who was born June 
3, 1975. 
2. Jon Golden was born June 19, 1956 in Columbus, Mississippi. 
I-4g. Emily Newell, daughter of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell, was 
born November 12, 1888 and married Robert Lee Simpson around 1914. They had seven 
children: 
1. Mamie Simpson married Wilburn Pratt in Carrollton, Alabama. They had five children: 
1. Wilburn Jr. 
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2. Emily. 
3. Peggy. 
4. Frank. 
5. Louie. 


2. Grace Simpson married Bonner Curry in Carrollton, Alabama. They have one daughter, 
Elsie Curry. She is not married. 

3. Percy Simpson married Bertha Osbourne. They have no children. 

4. Ida Simpson married C. D. "Doc" McLeann in Enterprise, Alabama. They have no 
children. 

5; Louie Simpson married in Livingston, Alabama and they have three children. 

6. Eltrym Simpson married Claude Terry, Jr. in Fayette, Alabama. They had one daughter, 
Mary Lynn. Eltrym has remarried and lives in Slocum, Alabama. 


rA Robbie Simpson married Buck Welborn and lives in Jackson, Mississippi. They have 
three children: 

1. Terry. 

2. Sheila. 

3; Buck, Jr. 


I-4h. Gilly "Gid" Hester Newell, son of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell, 
was born August 1, 1893 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He married Kate Purnell in Reform, 
Alabama. They have four children: 

1. Doris Newell married Ed. Hinton. He is deceased. Doris lives in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
They have two children. 

2. Gilly Hester Newell, Jr. married Sara English. They have one daughter, Sara Jo. 
3. Edris Newell married Harry Kessler from New York. They now live in Florida. 

4. Rufus Newell married a girl from York, Alabama. They have three daughters. 

I-4i. Thomas Bedford Newell, son of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell, 
was born April 27, 1895 and died 1916. 

I-4j. Freddie Pickens Newell, son of Rufus Malachi and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence Newell, 
was born June 11, 1900 in Reform, Alabama. He married Laura Wilma Horne in Marion, 
Alabama. They have one daughter, Mary Anne. 

1-5. Martha Jane Lawrence, daughter of John and Sarah A. R. Murry Lawrence, was 
born May 8, 1860 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Martha Jane Lawrence died January 7, 
1945 and is buried in Rock Bluff Cemetery in Tuscaloosa County. Martha Jane Lawrence 
married George Wesley Newell on June 27, 1876. Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) 
George Wesley Newell was born May 8, 1857 and died December 1, 1933 and is buried in Rock 
Bluff Cemetery. Gravestones are inscribed: 


George W. Newell - May 8, 1957 - Dec. 1, 1933 
Martha Jane Newell - May 9, 1860 - Jan. 7, 1945 


George Wesley, son of _? _ and Martha Newell, was raised near Cedar Cove in 
Tuscaloosa County. 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Trion, Collin Beat 13, Family #1292 
Newell, Martha, age 25, seamstress, born Ala 
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Elizabeth, age 8 
George S., age 5 


This 1860 Census lists George W. Newell living with his mother, Martha Newell, who 
is head of household. Martha Jane Lawrence Newell’s sister, Mary Elizabeth Lawrence, 
married George Wesley Newell’s cousin, Rufus Malachi Newell. 

_ George Wesley Newell homesteaded an 80 acre tract of land. It was required that a 
house be built on the property and that at least a garden be cultivated and that the family live 
on this acreage for six months. The head of the family was entitled to a "sheepskin" deed. In 
addition to the 80 acres he "entered", George Wesley Newell bought up the entire section of 
land at 50 cents an acre. All of this section ultimately was deeded to the children or sold. 
Wilburn and Nina Vanoy now live on 177 acres of that land. Their home is 87 years old. 

Cousin Nina Vanoy told me about “log rollings." It was the custom when land needed 
clearing for farming that neighbors would have a "log-rolling". Everyone came to help. The 
women cooked the food and brought it and the men rolled the logs. There were many contests 
of skill and strength. The men had sticks for rolling, one man at each end of a log. The man 
who let his end fall behind was the loser. 

Sarah A. R. Murry Lawrence, widow of John Lawrence, lived about two miles from the 
Vanoys, on a fork of Big Hurricane Creek. The John Lawrence home had one big room with 
three or four small bedrooms built onto it, and with a kitchen at the end of the big room. In 
1903, Sarah A, R. Murry Lawrence became ill and came to stay with the Vanoys. She died 
there one week later. George W. and Martha Jane Lawrence Newell are the parents of Nina 
Vanoy of Brookwood, Alabama. Children of George Wesley and Martha Jane Lawrence 
Newell: 

I-5a. Minnie Newell married Kirby Kizziah. 

I-5b. Annie Newell married Tom Kizziah. 

I-Sc. Sam Newell married Emma Clark. 

I-5d. Mattie Newell married Sam Rickles. 

I-Se. Mellie Newell married Columbus Jones. 

I-5f. Ula Newell married Jack Wells. 

I-5g. Nina Newell married Wilburn Vanoy. 

II. Franklin L. Lawrence, son of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence was born in 
1831 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Franklin Lawrence was listed on the 1950 Census as 19 
years of age at the home of his parents. Franklin L. Lawrence married Elizabeth Jane Shamblin 
on July 7, 1857 at the residence of Mr. Shamblin with the ceremony performed by A. C. 
Thompson, M. G. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 1823-1860, 11-A, p. 245) 
Elizabeth Jane Shamblin, daughter of John A. and Elisabeth Ray Shamblin, was born in 1833 
in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Elizabeth Jane Shamblin Lawrence’s brother, William 
Shamblin, married Mary Jane Lawrence, who was Franklin L. Lawrence’s sister. There is no 
record of the date of the death of Franklin L. Lawrence or Jane Elizabeth Shamblin Lawrence 
or where they are buried. It is evident that Franklin L. Lawrence died prior to January 24, 
1873, as on that date a document, settling the estate of Joel Barrehart Lawrence, was entered 
into the Court Records of Tuscaloosa County, on which document the name of Franklin L. 
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Lawrence was not included as an heir, however, the document was signed, as an heir, by John 
Lawrence, son of Franklin L. Lawrence and grandson of Joel Barrehart Lawrence. 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 12, family #154-158 
Lawrence, Jane, age 46, b. Ala, Father b. Ga, Mother b. Ga 

John, age 21, b. Ala, 
Shamblin, Elizabeth, mother, age 73, b. Ga, Father b. N. C., Mother b. Ga 


Strickland, James, servant 


December 21, 1903 - Franklin Lawrence and wife to Warrior Coal and Land Company - $800.00 to 
Franklin Lawrence and wife Jane Lawrence by Warrior Land Company 

SE 1/4 of Section 9, Township 20, Range 6 West 

Signed Franklin Lawrence 

Jane Lawrence (Tuscaloosa County Deed Book 62, p. 49) 


It would seem the recording of this deed was delayed for some reason, since we know 
that Franklin Lawrence died prior to April 19, 1888, at which time the transfer of property 
document, settling of the estate of Joel Barrehart Lawrence, was executed and Franklin 


Lawrence was not listed as an heir. 

Children of Franklin and Jane Elizabeth Shamblin Lawrence: i 
II-i. John T. Lawrence, son of Franklin and Jane Elizabeth Shamblin, was married to Sarah 
Burchfield by Rev. W. A. Norwood on December 21, 1883 at the home of John Burchfield. 


(Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 3, p. 167) 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Parsons Precinct 12, 274-287 
Lawrence, John T., head, age 57, married 26 years, b. Ala, parents b. Ala 

Sallie, wife, age 48, married 26 yrs, 6 children, 5 living 

John F., son, age 18, b. Ala, S. 

Janie, dau, age 18, S. 

Tamer, dau, age 16, S, 

Nancy, dau, age 12, S. 

Elizabeth J., mother, age 76, b. Ala, i child, i living, parents b. Ga 


Robert O. Green and Janie Lawrence married by me at house of J. T. Lawrence, bride’s father, on the 
18th day of October 1911 - L. L. Parsons, J. P. (Book 6, p. 89) 


W. M. Horton married Tamer Lawrence. (Marriage Record Book 9) 


I was frustrated for two or three years because I never could find any information about 
Franklin Lawrence, and then came a happy day when I located an affidavit written by his son, 
John T. Lawrence, which provided some clues that guided me to the information I had been 


seeking: 


The 21st day of May 1927 
My name is John T. Lawrence, and I live about a quarter of a mile from the line between Jefferson and 


Tuscaloosa Counties and have resided there for many years. My father’s name was Franklin Lawrence 
and my mother’s name was Elizabeth Jane Lawrence. My father, Franklin Lawrence, died many years 
ago leaving no heirs except my mother and myself. He died without a will. For many years prior to her 
death she owned and occupied the said Northwest quarter (NW 1/4) of the Southwest quarter (SW 1/4) of 
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Section 10, Township 20, Range 6 West, in Jefferson County, Alabama. The deeds and other transfers 
of title have been recorded in Tuscaloosa County, but I understand the taxes have always been paid in 
Jefferson County, Alabama. 

About ten or twelve years ago my mother Elizabeth Jane Lawrence died without a will, leaving no heirs 
but myself. Since her death, I have held, owned and occupied this said tract of land. 


I am making this affidavit because I am about to convey the above described property. 
John T. Lawrence 


I. William A. Lawrence, son of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence, was born 
May 26, 1832 at Brookwood, Beat 13, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He died June 4, 1918 and 
at the time of his death his address was Vance, Alabama, R.F.D. 1. William A. Lawrence had 
two marriages. William A. Lawrence was married the first time to Rebecca Williams. I have 
been unable to locate a marriage record and do not know the marriage date. William A. and 
Rebecca Williams Lawrence had six daughters and one son. Rebecca Williams Lawrence died 
December 7, 1884. William A. and Rebecca both are buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery at 
Brookwood. Grave stones are inscribed: 


Father William A. Lawrence 
June 4, 1918 


Mother Rebecca 
Wife of William A. Lawrence 
March 18, 1842 - December 7, 1884 


1870 Tuscaloosa County Census Family #90-88 list 
Lawrence, William A., Farmer, age 38, born Alabama 
Rebecca, age 25 
Joel, age 3 
Mahaley, age 2 
Sarah, age 9/12 


More children were born after the 1870 Census, but only girls. Joel was the only son. 
William A. Lawrence married the second time to Matilda "Tilda" Frances Williams on August 
6, 1885. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 3, p. 273) There were no children by this 
marriage. Matilda was the sister of William A. Lawrence’s first wife, Rebecca. Matilda 
Williams Lawrence and Rebecca Williams Lawrence were Wilburn Vanoy’s aunts. 


1900 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Vance, Beat 13 
Lawrence, William, Head, age 68, b. May 1832 
Matilda, wife, age 66, b. Aug 1833 
1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Precinct 13, Vance family # 163 
Lawrence, William A,. Head, age 77, married 47 years, farmer 
Matilday F., wife, age 75 


William A. Lawrence served in the Confederate States Army during the War for Southern 
Independence. He was 28 years old when he enlisted and probably was not married at that time 
because his first child was not born until 1864 or 1865. The Military Record at the Archives 
in Washington, D. C., lists W. A. Lawrence as being captured on Missionary Ridge November 
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25, 1863, the same day his brother John was captured at Missionary Ridge. William A. 
Lawrence survived the War and returned to his home in Tuscaloosa County. 


Roll of Prisoners of War, Department of the Cumberland 
Wm. A. Lawrence, pvt, Co. D, 36 Reg Ala Inf; When captured, Nov 25, 1863; Where captured, 
Missionary Ridge, Tenn; To what point forwarded, Louisville, Ky, Dec. 7, 1863; Remarks, For exchange. 


Roll of Prisoners of War received at Military Prison, Louisville, Ky, Dec 7, 1863, from Nashville, Tenn; 


Discharged - Rock Island 
Wm. A. Lawrence, Pvt Co. D, 36 Regt, Ala Inf 


Dec 20, 1863, Roll of Prisoners of War at Rock Island Barracks, Ill., received from Louisville, Ky., Dec, 


Entered Dec 9, 1863. 
Wm. A. Lawrence,Co. D, 36 Regt, Ala Inf 


May 3, 1865, Roll of Prisoners of War at Rock Island Barracks, Ill, transferred to New Orleans for 
exchange, May 3, 1865. 
Wm. A. Lawrence, Pvt, Co. D, 36 regt, Ala Inf 


#156 William A. Lawrence, Post Office Vance, Alabama, Born May 26, 1832 at Tuscaloosa in the County 
of Alabama in the State of Alabama - First entered the service as private on March 1862 at Tuscaloosa in 
Company D 36th Inf and continued until captured at Atlanta, Ga., Paroled in Natchez, Mississippi. 
CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS RESIDING IN ALABAMA IN 1907 - Record Book in the Tuscaloosa County 
Court House 


Application for Relief of Confederate Soldiers and Sailors. 19 July 1918 - William A. Lawrence, Vance 
R.F.D. 1, age 79, states that he enlisted in the service of the State or Confederate States as a private in 
Company D in the 36th Regiment on the first day of March 1862 at Favors, and was honorably discharged 
January 1, 1965. He further states that he is unable to make a living on account of age and infirmities. 
He is 79 old and can perform very little manual labor. 


May 27, 1912 - Application of Soldiers and Sailors over 80 years of age. Making his application over the 
age of 80 years, W. A. Lawrence further states that he was born at Brookwood, Alabama Beat 13 and he 
depends solely upon pension and support maintenance. 

Signed: W. A. Lawrence 


Application for Pension - Schedule of property 
W. A. Lawrence: 135 acres, Tuscaloosa County, Value $275.00. Mineral rights sold to Miller and Crow; 


Personal property: one mule $75.00, two of cattle $45.00, 10 hogs $15.00. 


Application for pension - Matilda F. Lawrence applies for permission to be placed on Pension Roll after 


death of husband. 
Matilda F. Lawrence X her mark 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF W. A. LAWRENCE - November 1, 1913 

In this last will and testament I, W. A. Lawrence, direct that my just debts and funeral expenses to be paid 
and that my beloved wife Matilda Frances Lawrence is to have all his furniture etc. and that all the rest 
of household goods be equally divided between my seven children. I further directed that my son Joel J. 
Lawrence be my executor. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM A. LAWRENCE and REBECCA WILLIAMS LAWRENCE 
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Il-1. Nancy "Nannie" Elizabeth Lawrence, daughter of William A. and Rebecca Williams 
Lawrence, was born September 23, 1863. She was killed in a cyclone in Mississippi, February 
11, 1946. She married Berry A. "Mack" Kizziah on November 26, 1905 in Tuscaloosa County, 
Alabama. He was an uncle of Anna Hester Cooper, Nathaniel Newbern Lawrence’s wife. 


Obituary - Vicksburg - February 13, 1946 - Funeral services for Mrs. Nancy E. Kizziah, 81 who died in 
Vicksburg, Miss. Monday were to be held at 2:30 o’clock this afternoon from Rock Bluff Church with 
interment in the Church cemetery. Mrs. Kizziah formerly resided in the Cedar Cove community. 
Surviving are her husband, Mack Kizziah, and several children. (Tuscaloosa News) 


I have information about only one child of Berry A. and Nancy Elizabeth Lawrence 

Kizziah, a son: 

Iil-la. Herman Kizziah married Elna Celia _? _. They had two children. 

Ii-2. Joel J. Lawrence, son of William A. and Rebecca Williams Lawrence, was born 
December 26, 1866 and died January 7, 1946 at his home in Abernant, Alabama. He married 
Lou Ann Cole August 16, 1904. Lou Ann Cole was born August 17, 1868 and died December 
8, 1918. Joel J. Lawrence and Lou Ann Cole Lawrence are buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery. 
Joel J. Lawrence married Lou Ann Cole under interesting circumstances. 

Joel J. Lawrence advertised for a wife. Lou Ann Cole of Arkansas answered the 
advertisement. Joel went to Arkansas and got her. Joel always considered himself to be 
unlucky in everything. Nothing ever turned out just right - not ever - so he did not expect too 
much from this little deal. But this time he was wrong. According to Cousin Nina Vanoy he 
did exceedingly well. Cousin Nina said Lou Ann had to work hard and had a hard life, 
however, she was a very smart and talented girl and could do almost anything. She was called 


a mail order bride. 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Precinct 13, Vance family # 159 
Lawrence, Joel J., Head, age 44, married 22 yrs., b. Ala, father b. S. C., mother b. S. C. 
Lou Ann, wife, age 41, married 22 yrs., b. Ark, father b. Tenn, mother b. Ark, 
8 children - 6 living 
Eller, dau, age 16, b. Ala 
Dovie, dau, age 13, b. Ala 
John A., son, age 8, b. Ala (Alvie) 
Cora, dau, age 6, b. Ala 
Nora, dau, age 4, b. Ala, 


Obituary - Jan. 9, 1946 - Bessemer, Alabama - Funeral services for Joel J. Lawrence, 79, who died at his 
home at Abernant Monday night, were held at 2 p.m. today at the Big Hurricane Baptist Church with the 
Rev. James Walker officiating. Burial followed in Big Creek Cemetery. He is survived by four daughters, 
Mrs. C. B. Smith, Trussville, Alabama; Mrs. Cora Bell, Lindale, Georgia; Mrs. Nora Weaver, 
Cottondale, Alabama; Mrs. Lottie Koontz, McCalla and a son Alvie Lawrence, Guntersville, and three 


sisters. (Birmingham, News) 


Elmer Lawrence told me that Joel ended all the names of his children with an "ie. 
Children of Joel J. and Lou Ann Cole Lawrence. There could be others I have not yet found: 
Iil-2a. Lottie Lawrence, daughter of Joel J. and Lou Ann Cole Lawrence, was born July 
24, 1912, married two or three times, last time to Melvin Graham. 
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IiI-2b. Annie Lawrence, daughter of Joel J. and Lou Ann Cole Lawrence, married C. 
2B. Smith. She died in 1982. They had two children: 


1. Vernon Smith. 
2. Flora Smith. | 
Il-2c. Lue Ivie Lawrence, daughter of Joel J. and Lou Ann Cole Lawrence, is buried 


in Big Hurricane Cemetery. Her grave stone is inscribed: 


Lou Ivy Lawrence - Daughter of 
Joel J. and L. A. Lawrence 
July 15, 1900 - Sept. 11, 1900 


M-2d. Dovie Lawrence, daughter of Joel J. and Lou Ann Cole Lawrence, was born in 
1897 and died in 1927. 
M-2e. Alvie Lawrence, son of Joel J. and Lou Ann Cole Lawrence, married Bessie Lee 


on October 14, 1931. 

1-3. Mahala Lawrence, daughter of William A. and Rebecca Williams Lawrence, was born 
August 13, 1868 and died December 17, 1939 at Hueytown, Alabama. She married James K. 
Polk Burchfield on December 27, 1887. He was born September 23, 1865. Both are buried 


in Oak Grove Cemetery. 


Obituary - December 19, 1939 - Bessemer, Ala. - Funeral services for Mrs. M. A. Burchfield, 71 who 
died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. D. L. Huey, at Hueytown, Sunday night, were held today at the 
Oak Grove Baptist Church. Burial followed at Oak Grove Cemetery. She is survived by three daughters, 
Mrs. Huey; Mrs. I. M. Burchfield, Birmingham; Mrs. W. L. Fortner, Pierce, Florida; two sons, C. B. 
Burchfield, Lakeland, Florida, and W. N. Burchfield, Hueytown; three sisters Rosa Kyzer, Cedar Cove, 
Ga.; Mrs. Mary Burchfield, Vance; Mrs. M. L. Hewlett, Piper; one brother, Joe Lawrence, McCalla. 


(Birmingham Age Herald) 


James K. Polk and Mahala Lawrence Burchfield’s children: 
M-3a. Edward Coleman Burchfield was born April 23, 1870 in Johns, Alabama and 
married Ruth Hooker. They were divorced. He then married Ethel Agnes Lund and they had 
two children: 
1. Betty Ann Burchfield married Julian Kessler. They had a son: 
1. John Movic Kessler. 
Betty Ann Burchfield married a second time to Rick _?_. 
2. Janet Burchfield married Paul Johnson, Jr. and they adopted two children: 
1. Paul Johnson III. 
2. Nannette Johnson. 
Janet Burchfield married the second time to George _? and the third time to Ed 
Amburgey. 
Il-3b. Ida Mae Burchfield was born January 5, 1893 in Vinesville, Alabama. She 
married Mathew Tempone who was born in Italy and they had three children. They were 
divorced and Ida Mae resumed her maiden name for herself and her children. Children of 


Matthew and Ida Mae Burchfield Tempone: 
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1. Matthew James (Tempone) Burchfield married Flora Louise Hooker. They had four 
children: 

1. Ronald Coleman Burchfield born and died November 2, 1941. 

2. Paula Diane Burchfield married Jack Bachmon. They had one child: 

1. Melinda Diane Bachmon, born April 13, 1964, died April 8, 1975. 

3. Matthew James Burchfield married Cheryl Brown. 

4. Vicki Lynn Burchfield married Jeffery Eng. 

When Matthew James Burchfield enlisted in military service, he was told he was still 
legally a Tempone. Since he was married and had children, had his legal name changed to 
Burchfield. 

2. Rosa Mae (Tempone) Burchfield married four times. She had three children: 
1. Betty Jo Burchfield was born March 11, 1935. 
2. Loron Clyde Burchfield married Dorothy Ann Osborn. they have four children: 
1. Donald Clyde Burchfield was born January 26, 1968. 
2. Betty Ann Burchfield was born April 26, 1969. 
3. Scottie Edward Burchfield was born November 20, 1970. 
4. Sherry Lynn Burchfield was born April 11, 1972. 
Rosa Mae Burchfield married Clarence Swofford who died one month after their 
only child, Mary Ann, was born. Their daughter: 
3. Mary Ann Swofford married Ralph Palmer who died May 29, 1981. They had 
seven children: 
1. Ricky Ronald Palmer was born September 8, 1956 and married Deborah 
Anita Mashburn. They have two children: 
1. Anita Rose Palmer, born October 14, 1977. 
2. Kimberly Jo Palmer, born July 30, 1981. 
2. Ronald Lee Palmer, born May 26, 1958, married Jo Ann Burge. They 
have one child: 
1. Summer Marie Palmer was born March 4, 1981. 
3. Donald Lee Palmer was born May 26, 1958. 
4. Carolyn Jo Palmer was born June 12, 1960 and married Bobby Gene 
Bradshaw, Jr. They have two children: 
1. Bobby Gene Bradshaw, Jr. was born October 1, 1978. 
2. Ann Marie Bradshaw was born January 22, 1980. 
5. Roger Dale Palmer was born November 24, 1963. 
6. Jeffery Palmer was born March 24, 1965. 
7. Tommy Michelle Palmer was born August 12, 1971. 
3. Milton Leroy Tempone did not have his name changed from Tempone to Burchfield. He 
married Hazel __? _. They are divorced. They had four children: 

1. Infant daughter, born and died in 1946. 

2. Delores Lee Tempone married Jerry Glidewell. They are divorced and she has 

remarried. Jerry and Delores Lee Tempone Glidewell had one child: 

1. Travis Glidewell. 
3. Edward Allen Tempone was born June 20, 1950 and died April 2, 1973. 
4. Thomas Milton Tempone is married. 
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Ill-3c. Drey Raymond Burchfield was born January 1, 1898 and died of influenza i in Alliance, 
Ohio December 13, 1918. He did not marry. 
Ii-3d. Verdie Claire Rebecca Burchfield was born January 18, 1901 in Adger, Alabama. 
She married Dyer L. Huey. He had two sons from a first marriage: 
1. Nile Huey married Bobbie _?_. They had one son: 
1. Barry Huey. 
2. Dyer L. Huey, Jr. married Margaret Franklin. They have three children: 
1. Patience Huey was born and died January 23, 1939. 
2. Linda Lee Huey married Winfred Lonzo Vines and has three children: 
1. Winfred Lonzo Vines, Jr. 
2. Douglas L. Vines. 
3. Jeffery Lee Vines. 
Linda Lee Huey married a second time to Frederick Bruce Smith. They have a daughter: 
1. Stacie Denise Smith. 
3. Dyer L. Huey III married Kay Juanita Vines. They have two children: 
1. Infant son born and died May 23, 1879. 
2. Jeremy Chad Huey. 
3. Benny C. Huey, son of Dyer L. and Vertie Claire Rebecca Burchfield Huey, Sr., married 
Faye Flowers. They have one child: 
1. Sharon Ladell Huey married Chet Ray. 
I-3e. Monnie I. Burchfield was born April 27, 1905 in Alabama, died February 16, 
1981. She married William F. Fortner and they had three children: 
1. Raymond Fortner married Jackie McDougal. They have three children: 
1. Melonie Fortner married. 
2. Dean Fortner. 
3. Brooke Fortner. 
2. Doris Fortner married M. H. Fouts. They had three children: 
1. Rick Fouts. 
2. Linda Sue Fouts married. 
3. Deidre Fouts married. 
3: Imogene Fortner married Richard Queipo. They have three children: 
1. Chuck Queipo. 
2. David Queipo. 
3. Tracy Queipo. 
After the death of William F. Fortner, Monnie I. Burchfield married Edmond 
Knecht. 
IH-3f. Webster Moody Burchfield was born April 20, 1907 in Alabama and died of 
cancer January 28, 1977. He married Allene Elizabeth Rogers. They had three children: 
1. James Edward Burchfield married Shirley Shaw. They have two children: 
1. — James Edward Burchfield, Jr. 
2. Audra Lryrae Burchfield. 
2. Patricia Burchfield married Don Noe. They have two children: 
3. Roger Burchfield married and has two children. 
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Ill-4. Sarah A. M. Lawrence, daughter of William A. and Rebecca Williams Lawrence, was 
born in 1870. She married Henry Weaver February 18, 1886 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 
II-5. Mary Frances Lawrence, daughter of William A. and Rebecca Williams Lawrence, was 
born at Vance, Alabama, February 9, 1872 and died April 27, 1949. She married Nathen A. 
Burchfield in 1900. Nathen A. Burchfield was born July 1, 1861 and died March 3, 1936. 
They had two children: 
TH-5Sa. Horace Burchfield. 
III-5b Walter Burchfield. 
IlI-6. Willie Rosa Lawrence, daughter of William A. and Rebecca Williams Lawrence, was 
born September 12, 1881 and died October 8, 1966, married George Washington Kyzer August 
16, 1904 at Vance, Alabama. They had one child: 
Il-6a. Estelle Kyser married James Walton Tubbs. 
Il-7. Martha L. Lawrence, daughter of William A. and Rebecca Williams Lawrence, was born 
September 27, 1878 and died May 23, 1952. She married Rev. James W. Hullett December 
21, 1897. James and Martha L. Lawrence Hullett had seven children: 
W-7a. Willie R. Hullett married Myra Martin. 
Ill-7b. Vida Hullett married Rev. Thomas E. Hosmer. They had four children: 
Ls Joe Lloyd Hosmer married Betty __? . They have three children: 

1. Eddie Hosmer. 

2. Joey Hosmer. 


3. Jay Hosmer. 
2. Joan Hosmer married _? Smitherman. They have four children: 
1. Carol Smitherman. 


2: Lee Smitherman. 
3. Lane Smitherman. 
4. Beth Smitherman. 
3. Jane Hosmer married _? . They have four children: 


1. Allison. 
2. Kelly. 

3. Bobin. 
4. Amanda. 


4. Ralph Hosmer. 
IH-7¢c. Nellie Hullett was not married. She died April 29, 1990 in Bessemer, Alabama. 


Ill-7d. James Lester Hullett married Flora Martin and lives at Graysville, Alabama. 

Il-7e. Milton Hullett married Margie Hosmer. 

W-7f. Lillian Hullett married Robert Snyder. 

Ill-7g. Katie Hullett married William R. Norwood. 

IV. Martha Ann Pernecia Lawrence, daughter of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt 
Lawrence, was born June 6, 1834 and died September 16, 1923. She married William Andrew 
Jackson Murry, son of John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry, on August 13, 1857. They had ten 
children, all daughters: Mary Elizabeth, Josie, Sarah Jane, Ninette Tierca, Martha Ann, Lucandy 
Margaret L., Rebecca, Fannie and Mahala Ellen. More information on this family is included 
in the John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry Chapter of this book. 
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V: Thomas Lawrence, son of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence was born in 
1837. In the 1850 Tuscaloosa County Census, Thomas, age 13, is listed in the household of 
Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence. Ihave been unable to find any marriage record, 
gravestone or any other information about him. 

VI. Jefferson J. Lawrence, son of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence, was born in 
1839. He was the youngest child in the family. The 1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census 
shows Jefferson Lawrence to be the son of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Lawrence, 11 years old. 
All of the information I have about Jefferson J. Lawrence was found in his Confederate War 
Record. 

Jefferson J. Lawrence enlisted at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, October 7, 1861, when he was 
twenty years old. He was five feet six inches tall, the same as his brother, John. This was the 
average height for soldiers in the War for Southern Independence. Servicemen were slightly 
taller in World War I, and considerably taller in World War II. 


Company Muster-in-Roll, October 7, 1861, J. J. Lawrence, age 20 years, private in Company F. 26th 
Regt., Alabama Inf., Capt. N. N. Clement’s Company; born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, profession, farming; 
height, five feet six inches; hair light; eyes, blue; Mustered in October 7, 1861. 


Report of the Killed, Wounded and Missing of the Second Corps, Army of the Miss., at the Battle of 
Shiloh, April 6 and 7, 1862 
J. J. Lawrence - time and place of wound, April 6, 1862 at 2:00 p.m.; Nature of wound -Thigh badly. 


Corinth, Mississippi. 


Register of Officers and Soldiers who were killed in battle or who died of wound or disease 
J. J. Lawrence, Co F, 26 Regt, Ala Inf 

When deceased May 20, 1862 

Where and from what cause, Corinth, Miss - wounds 


Jefferson J. Lawrence probably is buried in the CSA Cemetery in Corinth, Mississippi. | 
Next of kin was listed as Joel Lawrence, father, care of William R. Smith, Atty., Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. 

J. J. Lawrence, pvt. appeared on a Record of Property of Deceased Confederate Soldiers, 
but no information was given as to what the property might have been. Joel Lawrence filed a 
claim on October 3, 1862 for any property he had. 
VII. Mary Jane Lawrence, daughter of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence was born 
August 29, 1845 and died October 18, 1911 and is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery, 
Brookwood, Alabama. She married William Shamblin January 25, 1862 at the residence of her 
parents. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) William Shamblin, son of John A. and 
Elisabeth Ray Shamblin, was born February 24, 1836 in Alabama, died September 18, 1875 and 
was buried at the family cemetery where his father-in-law and mother-in-law, J oel Barrehart and 
Mahala Oswalt Lawrence, were buried. William Shamblin was the brother of Elizabeth Jane 
Shamblin, who married Franklin Lawrence, brother of Mary Jane Lawrence. Mary Jane 
Lawrence Shamblin was buried at Big Hurricane cemetery. 3 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Precinct 13, Post Office Triana, Family #105. 
Shamblin, William, age 30, born Ala 
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Mary J., age 24, born Ala 
William, age 7, born Ala (Thomas) 
Mahala, age 3, born Ala 


William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin had four children. Only two were listed on 
the 1870 census. Two children, Jacob F. Shamblin and John Ussery Shamblin, were born 
between the census of 1870 and the time of William’s death, at age 39, in 1875. John Ussery 
was two weeks old when his father died. He was named for his Great-grandfather Ussery Ray. 

William Shamblin enlisted in the Confederate army on May 26, 1864 at Mobile, 
Alabama. He was enlisted by Major Stone for the period of the war in Company C, 4th 
Regiment Alabama Infantry. 

William Shamblin appeared on the Company Muster Roll for July and August 1864. His 
military record states he was born in Alabama; his occupation, farmer; residence - nearest Post 
Office, Tuscaloosa, Alabama; age when enlisted, 26; married, yes. Remarks: transferred 
November 17, 1864 to Company B, 44 Alabama. 

William Shamblin appeared on a Receipt Roll for clothing for 4 Qtr. 1864. Date of 
issue: October 21, 1864. This was the last entry. He was wounded in the Battle of the Crater. 

He was taken prisoner and paroled at Decatur, Alabama. Mary Jane Shamblin and her 
brother, William A. Lawrence, rode horseback to Decatur to bring him home, taking along an 
extra horse for William to ride. William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin had four children: 

After the death of her husband, William Shamblin, Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin was 
remarried, on October 17, 1877, to John J. Williams. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record 


Book J, page 220) 


1880 Tuscaloosa County Census, family #298 - 329 
Williams, John, age 26, b. Ala 
Mary Jane, age 30, wife, b. Ala., father b. Ky, mother b. S. C. 
Irvin, 7/12 (Nov.), son, b. Ala 
Shamblen, Mahaley, age 10, step-dau, b. Ala 
Jacob, age 6, step-son, b. Ala 
Usery, age 5, step-son, b. Ala 


Mahaley, Jacob and Usery Shamblin were children of William Shamblin, deceased, and 
Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin. William Thomas "Tommy" Shamblin, who was listed as 7 
years old on the 1870 Census, was not listed on this 1880 Census. Apparently, he had left home 
and was living elsewhere. 

I do not know when John J. Williams died or where he was buried. I did not find a 
tombstone for him in Big Hurricane Cemetery. There is a tombstone for a Grady F. Williams 
located in Hurricane Cemetery inscribed: Born November 6, 1904 and died December 15, 1959. 
I asked what Williams family John J. Williams belonged to, but no one knew anything about 
him. Possibly he was a grandson of John J. and Mary Jane Lawrence Williams. 

Mary Jane Lawrence Williams is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery, indicating that the 
family cemetery at the old Homeplace, where her parents and her first husband were buried, was 
no longer in use. The name on her grave stone is "Mary Jane Shamblin" not Williams. 

Tom and I talked with Leonard Shamblin, the son of John Ussery and Mary Ann Parsons 
Shamblin and grandson of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin, at a Big Hurricane 
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Church Homecoming and later we visited Leonard and his wife Annie in their home in 
Bessemer, Alabama. We had a delightful visit and were rewarded with some valuable 
information as Leonard reminisced about people and happenings in the family. He told us his 
father, John Ussery Shamblin, was raised two or three hundred yards from the Joel and Mahala 
Lawrence Homeplace and the family cemetery where Joel and Mahala Lawrence and William 
Shamblin were buried. Leonard was born and raised about three miles from there. 

Leonard remembered when Thomas Ussery Lawrence was killed at Rock Castle mine. 
He also remembered that Uncle Tom and Aunt Tamer Lawrence raised sheep and hogs. He said 
he remembers at one time Uncle Tom was paid $75 for wool. 

Leonard told us that a Miss Houston lived with Willie and Fannie Lawrence. He 
remembered seeing her rocking on the front porch when he would pass by. It was the custom 
at that time when people were in need of help, someone would take them in to live with them. 
A lady in the neighborhood, Mrs. Copel, kept three old ladies, who were sick and in need, in 
her home. 

In the settling of the estate of William Shamblin, in 1882, which was seven years after 
his death in 1875, the Administrator of the estate, N. H. Browne, Judge of Probate, came before 
the court with a petition to sell land for the payment of debts. 


William Shamblin died on or about the 18th day of September 1875 and left surviving him his widow, 
Mary Jane Shamblin, now Mary Jane Williams who resides in Tuscaloosa County with her husband John 
J. Williams and the following children all of whom are minors under the age of 21 years. 

William T. Shamblin (Tommy), age 19 , residence is unknown and cannot be ascertained after diligent 
enquiry, have been informed he is living somewhere in North Alabama 

Mahaley E. Shamblin, age 14, residence is unknown and cannot be ascertained after diligent enquiry, have 
been informed she is living somewhere in North Alabama 

Jacob F. Shamblin, age under 13, residing with mother 

John Shamblin, age under 13, residing with mother 


Leonard Shamblin told us that John Williams was a mean man and that he mistreated 
Mary Jane and Mahala and they were afraid of him. Leonard said that Tommy Shamblin left 
home and took his sister Mahala with him, to escape the abusive treatment by their step-father, 
John Williams. 

The estate of William Shamblin was declared insolvent and the lands ordered to be sold 
for payment of debts. There was no personal property belonging to the estate. Seventeen years 
after the death of William Shamblin the estate was sold. 

W. A. Lawrence bought a parcel of land from W. T. "Tommy" Shamblin, dated April 
13, 1897. 

W. A. Lawrence bought a parcel of land from J. "Jacob" F. Shamblin, dated July 7, 
1897. 

W. A. Lawrence bought a parcel of land from John U. “Ussery" Shamblin, dated 
October 19, 1896. 

w. A. Lawrence was a brother of Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin and an uncle of the 
heirs of the estate. 

We do not know when Tommy and Mahala left home, nor do we know where they went 
to live. We do know that Tommy and Mahala did return to Tuscaloosa County, as Mahala 
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Shamblin married Jesse Benjamin Loyd Caudle in Tuscaloosa County on February 27, 1885, and 
Tommy Shamblin was married in Tuscaloosa County to Amanda J. Tubbs on February 10, 


1886. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM SHAMBLIN and MARY JANE LAWRENCE SHAMBLIN 
VIl-1. William Thomas "Tommy" Shamblin son of William and Mary Jane Lawrence 
Shamblin, was born in Tuscaloosa County ca 1863 and was married to Amanda J. Tubbs on 
February 10, 1886. The marriage ceremony was performed by Noble Herring, Justice of the 
Peace in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Amanda’s father, A. J. Tubbs, consented and stated his 
daughter was 21 years of age. Tommy Shamblin and his wife moved to Mexia, Texas. They 
raised a family of eight children and lived out their lives there. 

We do not know what led them to go to Mexia. or when they arrived there. It is possible 
that Tommy and Mahala went to Texas when they left home, however, I think they remained 
in Alabama at that time. 

Leonard Shamblin said that Tommy Shamblin was a kind and generous man, who was 
loved by everyone who knew him. Leonard allowed me to photocopy two treasured letters in 
his possession. One, dated August 9, 1908, is from Tommy Shamblin to his mother. He was 
ill at the time he wrote the letter, in which he said, "If I ever see anyone in the family, they will 
have to come out to see me. I get in such a fix I can’t sleep. I am failing fast." This letter was 
enclosed in another letter from Tommy’s daughter, Velmeer, to her Grandmother Mary Jane 
Lawrence Williams. In the letters, no mention was made of Tommy’s wife, Amanda. The 


letters are copied below: 


August 9th 1908 Sunday 

Mexia, Texas 
Dear Mother, 
I will rite you a few lines after so long a time. Ma I cant rite. I have so many things to bother me. Ma 
I receive your letter yesterday. Was glad to here from you. We had bin lookin for a letter some time. 
Ma I have a very good crop. I made 250 bushels of oats. My oats thrashed a bushel to 8 bunells they was 
fine. I will make corn to do me and about 12 bales of coton. I hav bargan for 18 aker of land if the feler 
dont back out. I haft to giv $500 for hit that looks like payin for hit. Ma dos Usry ever say aney thing 
a bout comin out here. Ma if I ever see any of you al you al wil haft to come to see me. I cant leve the 
children to go there. I haft to be here all the time. Ma we get a long very wel as to keepin house and 
takin care of the little ones but Ma ast to being lonsome Ma, I have my part of hit lat of nits. I dont sleep 
half of the nite. I get in such a fix I cant sleep I just haft to chew tobaco al the time when I cant sleep. 
Ma I am a failin fast in my strenth and getin gray as fast as any body you ever saw. Ma I wil send you 
our picturs. Ma you can see my hed is getin gray fast. Ma I pay $3 and 70 cts. a mont dues for insurence 
al made to my children. I dont want them to haft to depend on any body if I should dy. I want them to 
hav plenty to liv on til they get grone. I ame to leve them a home to liv one and money enouf to raise the 
little ones on. Ma, I hav a bugy and a gintle mare the children drives her and go aney time they want to. 
You can bet that suts purl to ride in the bugy and go to the store and get candy and wax. purl says she 
is papys little purley. Velmer takes a heap of panes makin nice dreses for the children. She goes to town 
and byes just what she wants. Ma we are milkin 3 cows now and wil soon milk one more. I have got 
good cows. the childran has fed 8 bales of cotton seed since last fal you can bet the cows is fat. I hav 11 
pigs and hogs to make my meat. 
Grand Mother this is a letter that pa wrote some time ago and did not send it off so I will send it on 


Velmer 
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Mexia, Texas 

Rt. #6, Box 41 

Sept. 6, 1908 
My dear grandma, 
I will once more after so long a time try to Ans. your sweet and kind letter that I was glad indeed to hear 
from my grandma wonce more. It does my very heart good to get a letter from you. And was glad to 
hear that you was doing very well and I am glad to tell you that we are all well to night and geting a long 
all right and doing very well. 
Margie and the Baby has had the fever a few days in August, but the doctor got it broke up before it got 
a strong holt on them. There has been a great deal of sickness here this summer, the baby had fever 2 
days and nights last week, but I doctored her and got her well right away. My cousin Ola Herring died 
in August very suddent with a conjestion chill. She was 14 years old. Grandma we had 3 potracted 
meetings this sumer in 2 miles of us and I got to go to them all a little. We got 16 new additions for our 
church, 12 for babtism, But grandma there was a great number of dear and precious boys and girls that 
stood back hard hearted that showed by their actions that they was not enerested in their Soul’s Salvation. 
My prayer goes up for them every night. Grandma I have had a letter from Aunt Mahaley and Millie at 
a recent date. Our turnips are up and we are geting lots of milk and butter and eggs now. And have got 
several fring sized chickens now. And I dried some fruit and caned a right smart. We have got out 5 and 
a half bales of cotton and got a bout that many opened. And I am glad to say that our crop is good and 
our sweet potatoes are good. Grandma I will send you that Groupe and you ans. soon as possible and tell 
me how it looks. We all look like Monkeys. It peatchers us all very well and is nearly just like us.. I 
hope you will not get scared of it and run when you open it. I think it would be good to scare the incets 
out of your garden. And grandma don’t let it get a loose for you never could catch it ha. ha. ha. ha. 
Grandma I hope you will be able to come out and spend Christmas with us. I sure would nearly have a 
bounsing fit if I could get a letter from you that you was coming out here. I do hope we will meet on this 
earth if not I trust we will meet around that throune where there will be no parting. I will close by saying 
God Bless you. Give my love to all. ans. soon 
Velmer Shamblin 


In this letter Velmer Shamblin wrote that she had a letter from Aunt Mahaley and Millie. 
Millie was a daughter of Mahaley, who married Jesse Caudle. In this letter Velmeer also wrote 
that her cousin Ola Herring had died of a congestion chill, which might suggest that relatives 
were living near them in Texas. Leonard Shamblin told us Amanda died soon after her baby, 
Pearl, was born. After Amanda’s death the oldest daughter, Ada, took care of her sisters and 
brothers and when Tommy Shamblin died, Ada became the head of the family. Leonard said 
that Ada may have been named for her mother - Ada is short for Amanda. 

Leonard Shamblin had the picture of the Tommy Shamblin family, which Velmeer sent 
to her Grandmother. The picture is dated 1908 - Mexia and the names of the persons are 
written on the picture. In the picture are: Thomas, Delia, Ida, Pearl, Jim, Ada, Velma, Lucille 
and another son whose name is illegible. 

Leonard said that one of the sons was shot through a window and died. We do not know 
anything about what happened to the other children of Tommy and Amanda Shamblin. Tom and 
I went to Mexia, which is in Limestone County, about 50 miles from Waco. We called the 
Shamblins in the phone book and are convinced that descendants of Tommy and Amanda are 
living in Mexia, but we learned absolutely nothing. We need to go back there and research the 
records in the Texas Archives and the Limestone County Court House. 

VII-2. Mahala Shamblin, daughter of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin, was 
born in Tuscaloosa County in 1870. She was married on February 27, 1885 to Jesse Benjamin 
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Loyd Caudle, son of Ahaz and Emily Dodson Caudle. Jesse Loyd Caudle was born July 4, 
1865 in Marion County, Alabama and died November 30, 1947. They resided in Guin, 
Alabama, in the southwestern corner of Fayette County, about 100 miles from Brookwood. 
Both are buried in the Guin Cemetery. Jesse Loyd and Mahala Shamblin Caudle had three 
daughters: 

VIl-1la. Lillie Belle Caudle was born October 23, 1886, married first Clint Wates. He 
died in 1930 and Lillie married the second time to Robert Bruce. Lillie Belle was living in 
Florida in 1968. Clint and Lillie Belle Wates had children: 

1. Wallace Wates. 

2. James Wates, living in Chicago in 1968. 

VII-1b. Millie Lee Caudle was born in 1890 and married Buchanan Pollard. He died in 1950. 
Millie Lee was living in Birmingham, Alabama in 1968. 

Vil-1c. Frances Savannah Caudle was born in 1893. She did not marry. 

VII-3. Jacob F. Shamblin, son of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin, was born 
ca 1874 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He married Martha Dewitt April 24, 1902 at Searles, 
Alabama. The marriage ceremony was performed by J. P. Burchfield, Justice of the Peace. 
Tuscaloosa County marriage records, Book 6, page 190) 

VII-4. John Ussery Shamblin, son of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin, was 
born September 9, 1875, just two weeks before the death of his father, and died January 24, 
1936. John Ussery Shamblin married Mary Ann Parsons April 21, 1897 at the Tuscaloosa 
County Court House. John T. Bealle, M. G. performed the marriage ceremony. Mary Ann 
Parsons was 14 years old when she married. Mary Ann Parsons was born March 12, 1883 and 
died March 3, 1967. Both are buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery. The headstone is inscribed: 


J. U. Shamblin - Sept. 9, 1875 - Jan. 24, 1936 
Mother - Mary Shamblin - March 12, 1883 - March 3, 1967 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Brookwood, family #4 
Shamblin, John E.., Head, age 34, b. Ala, farmer 

Mary A., wife, age 26, b. Ala 

Ellen E., dau, age 9, b. Ala 

Zella G., dau, age 7, b. Ala 

Thomas, son, age 5, b. Ala (Leonard) 

Belva S., son, age 3, b. Ala 

Ila M., dau, age 11/12, b. Ala 


Children of John Ussery and Mary Ann Parsons Chamblin: 


VIl-4a. Ellen E. Shamblin was born ca 1901 in Tuscaloosa County and married Bob 
Bailey. 

VII-4b. Zella G. Shamblin, born ca 1903, married Jesse Smith January 31, 1931. 
VIl-4c. Thomas Leonard Shamblin, born September 9, 1875, died January 24, 1936 and 


married Annie House. They live in Bessemer, Alabama. They have three children: 
1. Edna Ruth Shamblin. 

2. - Leonard Clarence Shamblin. 

3. Melba Shamblin. 

VII-4d. Belva S. Shamblin, b. c 1897. 


56 


VIil-4e Ila M. Shamblin, born ca 1899 married Thurman D. Hudson on April 13, 1925. 
Ila Mae would have been 15 years of age. 

Vil-4f. Clarence Loid Shamblin was born November 6, 1898 and died May 4, 1901. 
Vil-4g. Ethel Shamblin married Usry Kizziah December 19, 1915. They were married 
by J. C. Nabers, M. G. in the Hurricane Baptist Church, Brookwood, Alabama. (Tuscaloosa 
County Marriage Record Book 10, page 129) 


VII-4h. Alma Shamblin. 
VII-4i. Louise Shamblin married Andrew J. Smith. 
Vil-4j. Herman Shamblin. 
VII-4k. Frances Shamblin. 

John J. and Mary Jane Lawrence Williams had three children. I know the names of only 
two: 
XII-5. Charlie Williams. He had no children. 
VII-6. Irvin Williams. He married and had children: 
VII-6a. Loyce Williams. 
VII-6b. Grady Williams. 
VII-6c. Deo Williams died at 9 years of age. 


I asked Leonard Shamblin if there was a Shamblin Bible. He said there is, or was one. 
A son of John J. and Mary Jane Williams had the Bible, but his daughter, Ada, had the Bible 
now and would not permit Leonard to see it. She has since remarried and he does not know her 
married name. It doesn’t sound as if the Williams family and Shamblin family were ever very 
friendly, even though they were half brothers and sisters. 
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Chapter 3 
GEORGE LAWRENCE and SARAH GREEN LAWRENCE 


SIX - George Lawrence, son of John and Polly Lawrence, was born July 2, 1807 in Kentucky. 
Joel Barrehart Lawrence, his brother, also was born in Kentucky. George Lawrence died 
December 20, 1884. He married Sarah Green June 14, 1830 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 
The wedding ceremony was performed by James L. Hogg, J. P. (Tuscaloosa County marriage 
records) Sarah Green, daughter of Abednego Green and Winny Grizzle Green was born October 
30, 1807 in North Carolina and died April 8, 1886. George and Sarah Green Lawrence are 
buried at Friendship Baptist Church Cemetery at Sandsprings, Fayette County, Alabama. 

I have been told that William Washington "Grandpa Willie" Lawrence took his family 
in a wagon to visit relatives in Fayette County, Alabama, but no one who told me about it knew 
who they went to visit. 

Tom and I went to Fayette to make inquiries about the George Lawrence family. The 
following information was given to me by Floyd Lawrence, descendant of George Lawrence, 
and his wife, Bessie Nell Cotton Lawrence, who had written down the information and 
graciously shared it with us. I am greatly indebted to her. 

Floyd Lawrence of Fayette, Alabama told me the brothers George Lawrence and Joel 
Lawrence came to Tuscaloosa County, Alabama from Kentucky. George Lawrence later moved 
to Fayette County, Alabama, possibly around 1854 at which time he sold land in Tuscaloosa 


County: 


January 24, 1854 - George Lawrence and his wife Sarah sold to George W. Weaver: 
West 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Section 7, Township 21, Range 7 West 


George lived first in Fayette County at or near Bankston. He later moved on a little 
farther to what was called Ford’s Mountain, stayed there one or two years then moved on to 
Sand Springs Community. Floyd said he was raised in Hugent. He said George Lawrence 
drove his cattle from Tuscaloosa County to Fayette. He said he put a ring in his hogs ears and 
tied them with a string under oak trees so they could fatten on the acorns. 

Years age, a number of relatives and family connections moved to Texas. 

During World War I, Floyd Lawrence’s father was in the sawmill business. The family 
had to work very hard to produce the lumber and haul it on wagons to Fayette and load it onto 
rail cars for delivery to fill government contracts at $60.00 per thousand. 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Lawrence provided me with the family records copied below. They 
said that "Granny" Winny Grizzle, grandmother of Sarah Green who married George Lawrence, 
was a full blooded Cherokee Indian. Granny’s daughter, Winny, married Abednego Green and 
had children: 


Seth H. Green married Polly Irons May 19, 1836. 

Thomas F. Green married Miss Virginia Owen September 14, 1854 
Isaac T. Green married Rebecca E. Weed May 31, 1859 

Polly Green married _?_ Foster 
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Peggy Green married _?_ Boyd 
Sarah Green married George Lawrence June 17, 1830 
Rachel Green born 1840 and married _? _ Lualine 


Patsy Green married _? __ Jackson 
Elizabeth Jane Green married Daniel Grey, December 30, 1847 


Margaret Green married _? _ Ward 
Rebecca Green never married. 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, family #696, p. 52 
Greene, Winny, age 72, b. S. C. 
Rebecca, age 31 


This 1860 Census lists Winny Greene, mother of Sarah Green Lawrence, as head of the 


household. Rebecca, her unmarried daughter, was living with her. 


1830 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, page 602 
George Lawrence, Males 1 20 under 30 years old 
Females, 1 - 15 under 20 

Females, 1 - 20 under 30 


This census shows George Lawrence as being head of the household, married and having 


two females living in the household. Perhaps the second one is his sister or his wife’s sister. 
You will note that in the 1830 census the name of only the head of the family is listed. It was 
not until 1850 census that the names of all persons in the household were listed. 
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1840 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census 
Lawrence, George 

1 male 30 under 40 (George) 

1 female 30 under 40 (Sarah) 

1 male under 5 (James) 

2 females under 10 (Winney O. and Rachael) 
1 female 5 under 10 (Mary) 


1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Family #116, page 293 
George Lawrence, age 40, Farmer, born Ky. 

Sarah, age 41, born N. C. 

Mary E., age 17 

Winney O., age 15 

James Green, age 12 

Rachel, age 10 


1860 Fayette County, Alabama Census P. O. Fayette, family # 595 
Lawrence, George, age 53, b. Ky 

Sarah, age 53, b. Tenn 
Jackson, Matilda F., age 9, b. Ala 


1870 Fayette County, Alabama Census, family #44 
Lawrence, George, age 63, farmer, b. Ky 
Sarah, age 63, keeping house, b. Tenn 


1880 Fayette County, Alabama Census, Township 14, Range 12, family #15, p. 442, 


census taken June 28 
Lawrence, George, age 73, farmer, b. Ky, father b. Ky, mother b. Tenn 
Sarah, wife, age 72, b. Tenn, keeping house, father b. S. C. , mother b. S. C. 


Nancy J., age 19, b. Ala, daughter 


In the 1870 Census, George and Sarah Lawrence were living next door to their daughter, 
Mary Elizabeth Gardner. In the 1880 Census, George’s son, James Green Lawrence, was living 
nest door as family #16. It is not known when George Lawrence went to Fayette County 
Alabama, but he was in Tuscaloosa County in 1830 and in 1850, perhaps for the entire time. 
Three children of George and Sarah Green Lawrence are listed below. The 1850 Tuscaloosa 
County Census listed Rachel, age 10, in the George Lawrence household. I have no information 


on her. 


CHILDREN of GEORGE LAWRENCE and SARAH GREEN LAWRENCE 

I. Mary E. Lawrence, daughter of George and Sarah Green Lawrence, was born in 1833 
and married John Gardner. 

II. Winney Onie Lawrence, daughter of George and Sarah Green Lawrence, was born 
September 7, 1835 and married James Washington White in 1853. She died December 4, 1888. 
Ill. James Green Lawrence, son of George and Sarah Green Lawrence, was born March 14, 
1837 and died February 5, 1907 and is buried in Friendship Baptist Church Cemetery at 
Sandsprings, Alabama. James Green Lawrence married the first time Mary A. Moore. James 
Green Lawrence married the second time Martha Ann Shirley. They married December 23, 
1877. Her father was Young Shirley of Fayette, Alabama. Martha Ann Shirley was born 
March 17, 1840 and died March 10, 1914 and is buried at Friendship Cemetery. 


1870 Fayette County, Alabama Census, P. O. Fayetteville, family #37 
Lawrence, James, age 32, b. Ala 

Mary, age, 25, b. Ala 

Washington, age 14, b. Ala 

Nancy, age 10, b. Ala 

Elizabeth, age 8, b. Ala 

Frances, age 6,b. Ala 

Thomas, age 4, b. Ala 


1880 Fayette County, Alabama Census, family #16, census taken June 28, page 2 
Lawrence, James G., age 42, farmer, b. Ala, father b. Ky,mother b. Tenn 

Martha Ann, age 40 wife, keeping house, b. Ala, father b. Ala, mother b. Ala 

Arminda F., age 17, b. Ala 

Elizabeth B., age 15, b. Ala 

Thomas G., age 13 

Sidney R., age 10 

William B., age 2 

Jefferson G. age 6/12 


CHILDREN of JAMES GREEN LAWRENCE and 
MARY A. MOORE LAWRENCE (first wife) 
Il-1. Thomas Lawrence married Docie McCarthy. 
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H-2. Elizabeth Beason Lawrence married James L. Marshall November 27, 1882. 

IlI-3. Amanda Frances "Frankie" Lawrence was born May 4, 1862 and died April 27, 1895, 
She married L. Ebb Jones. 

Ill-4. Washington "Washie" Lawrence never married. 

I-5. Nancy Jennie Lawrence was born November 19, 1860. She married Arthur N. Reeves, 
a Baptist minister on October 6, 1886. She died September 10, 1896. 

IlI-6. Sidney Lawrence was born January 17, 1871 and died January 11, 1898. He is buried 


at Sandsprings Cemetery. 


CHILDREN of JAMES GREEN LAWRENCE and 
MARTHA ANN SHIRLEY LAWRENCE (second wife) 

I-7. William B. "Willie" Lawrence was born October 18, 1878 and died December 10, 1898. 
He is buried in Sandsprings Cemetery. 

IlI-8. Jefferson "Jeffie" Garrett Lawrence was born October 29, 1879 and died February 6, 
1942 and is buried in Rehobeth Cemetery, Fayette, Alabama. Jeffie Garrett Lawrence married 
Leether Jane Nichols December 27, 1900. Leether Jane Nichols was born December 24, 1883. 
Jeffie Garrett and Leether Jane Nichols Lawrence had children: 


Iil-8a. Floyd Newman Lawrence was born October 29, 1901 in Fayette County, 
Alabama. He married Bessie Nell Cotton December 26, 1923. 

Ill-8b. Velma Lawrence was born August 17, 1903 and married John Ayers September 
9, 1923. He was born August 24, 1886. 

Ii-8c. Wilma Ann Lawrence was born March 8, 1905 and married December 28, 1929 
to John Cecil Fowler who died July 12, 1904. 

Ill-8d. Rayburn Lawrence was born January 27, 1907 and died April 23, 1954. He 


married Margaret "Julia" Ayers July 6, 1930. They had four children: 
1. Betty Lou Lawrence. 

2. Carolyn Lawrence. 

3. Jeffie Lawrence. 

4. Jerry Lawrence. 


M-8e. Auburn Hill Lawrence was born March 7, 1909 and married Gustavia Irene 
Taylor December 8, 1931. 

Il-8f. Evelyn Walker Lawrence was born December 25, 1910 and married, on 
December 18, 1931, Claude William Jones who was born November 22, 1907. 

Ill-8g. Clayton James Lawrence was born May 5, 1913 and married Ruby Elizabeth 
Jones December 22, 1934. She was born July 8, 1914. 

Iil-8h. William Malcolm Lawrence was born July 14, 1916 and married Hattie B. 


"Brownie" Mitchell June 18, 1939. She was born February 27, 1919. 

IlI-8i. Jeffie Garrett Lawrence, Jr. was born September 10, 1922 and died 1970. He married 
Merle Lillian Fowler December 24, 1942. She was born September 4, 1921. 

IiI-8j. John Thomas Lawrence was born October 3, 1925 and married Dorothy Virginia 
Renfroe on March 2, 1946. She was born September 13, 1924. 

Il-9. James Hollie Lawrence, son of James Green and Martha Ann Shirley Lawrence, was 
born January 31, 1881 and died July 3, 1944. He is buried in Rehobeth Baptist Church 
Cemetery, Fayette, Alabama. He married Annie Mae Fowler March 28, 1906 in Glen Allen, 
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Alabama. Annie Mae Fowler was born November 12, 1890. The Fayette County Court House 

records show her birth date as 1890, although the tombstone reads 1891, however, she married 

at age 15, which agrees with the 1890 birth date. She died April 15, 1971 i in the Nursing Home 

in Fayette, Alabama. The parents of Annie Mae Fowler were Foster Fowler and Ella C. Darr 

Fowler. James Hollie Lawrence and Annie Mae Fowler Lawrence had thirteen children: 

1. Audrey Lee Lawrence was born January 16, 1907 in Fayette, Alabama. She married 

Sherman Brasher April 22, 1926. 

2. William Travis Lawrence was born July 21, 1908 in Fayette, Alabama and died May 4, 

1953. He married Floy McClung January 18, 1927. William Travis Lawrence died of heart 

failure at 44 years of age. Funeral services were held in the Fayette Baptist Church. 

3. Ella Mae Lawrence was born August 31, 1909 in Fayette, Alabama and died December 

25, 1909. 

4. James Clifford Lawrence was born September 25, 1910 in Fayette, Alabama. He 

married Marie Yallades. 

5. Donald Lawrence was born March 21, 1912 in Fayette, Alabama. He married Avis 

Haney February 4, 1931. 

6. Fulmer Hill Lawrence was born March 5, 1914 in Fayette, Alabama. He married Grace 

Howell December 29, 1939. 

7. Russell Foster Lawrence was born April 15, 1916 in Fayette, Alabama. He married 

Mary Nelle Jones May 31, 1941. A son of Russell Foster and Mary Nelle Jones Lawrence is: 
1. Herman Russell Lawrence, born August 10, 1942 married Margaret Diane Russell 
June 5, 1965 in the Huntsville Park Baptist Church in Huntsville, Alabama. Margaret 
Diane Russell, daughter of John D. Russell and Sunnie Margaret Green Russell, was 
born March 6, 1944 in Huntsville. I am indebted to Herman Russell Lawrence for 
sending me information about the family of Russell Foster and Mary Nelle Jones 
Lawrence. Herman and his family live in Rome, Georgia, and were located through a 
cousin, Elbert Lawrence, who lived in Rome at that time. 

8. Martha Elease was born June 6, 1917 in Fayette, Alabama and died May 5, 1963. 

9. James Hollie Lawrence was born February 6, 1919 in Fayette, Alabama. He married 

Betty Reed February 3, 1946. 

10. Leroy Lawrence was born March 27, 1921 in Fayette, Alabama. He married Marie 

Etheradge September 3, 1949. He served in World War II. 

11. John Milford Lawrence was born September 29, 1922 in Fayette, Alabama. He married 

Maxine Newman April 18, 1946. John Milford Lawrence served in World War II. 

12. | Mildred Ann Lawrence was born November 6, 1925 in Fayette, Alabama. She married 

A. G. McGough July 6, 1946. 

13. | George Raymond Lawrence was born February 26, 1927 in Fayette, Alabama. He 

married Jennie Vick August 15, 1957. 


HI-10. Seth N. Lawrence, son of James Green and Martha Ann Shirley Lawrence, was 
married to Mattie McCarthy and had children: 
M-10a. Inez Lawrence 


HI-10b. Edison Lawrence 
W-10c. Neva Lee Lawrence 
M-i0d. Bluford Lawrence made his home in Detroit. He drowned May 1, 1976. 
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Chapter 4 


MARTIN MARMADUKE WILLIAMS and NANCY RAY WILLIAMS 


Martin Marmaduke Williams was born July 14, 1821 in Alabama, died August 1, 1900 and 
married Nancy Ray in Bibb County, Alabama December 20, 1846. She was about fourteen 
years old when they married. Nancy Ray was born in Georgia March 12, 1832 and died, at age 
39, August 1, 1871. 


1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Dist 1, family #127 
Williams, Martin M. D., Head, age 29 

Nancy, age 17 

Jacob W., age 3 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 11, Adison (Jemison Mills), family #1207 
Williams, M. M., age 39 

Nancy, age 29 

Jacob, age 13 

William, age 11 

Mary, age 9 

Luke, age 2 

Jane, age 1 (Louiza "Aunt Sis") 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Trion, family #87, Williams, M. Martin, age 53, farmer, 
b. Ala 

Nancy, age 35, keeping house 

William W., age 19 

Mary F., age 16 (Mary Frances Williams who married William Washington "Willie" Lawrence) 
Luke E., age 14 

Jane, age 11 

M. Martin, age 6 

Thomas L., age 5 

Nancy L., age 2 


Martin Marmaduke Williams and his wife, Nancy Ray Williams, are buried in Big 
Hurricane Cemetery at Brookwood, Alabama. Gravestones are inscribed: 


M. M. Williams - July 14, 1821 - Aug. 1, 1900 
Nancy - Wife of M. M. Williams 
March 12, 1832 - Aug. 1, 1871 


After the death of his wife, Nancy, Martin Marmaduke Williams was married, on 
September 1, 1872, to Mariah W. Ward, who was born in March of 1833. The marriage 
ceremony was performed by E. J. Crider, Justice of the Peace. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage 
Records Book 1869, page 374) There were numerous Wards in Tuscaloosa and Bibb Counties 


and many of them were quite prosperous. 
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1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, family #296 

Williams, M. M., age 58, farming, b. Ala, father and mother b. S. C. 
Mariah, wife, age 47, b. S. C., parents b. S. C. 
Marmaduke, son, age 16, farm laborer, b. Ala, mother b. Georgia 


Thos. L., son, age 14 
Tennie, dau, age 6 


1900 Tuscaloosa County Census, family #381 
Williams, Martin, head, b. July 1821, age 78, m. 48 yrs, b. Ala 
Mariah, wife, b. March 1833, m. 28 yrs 


Mamie Wallace, daughter of Hester Lou Williams, said Mariah was mean to her 
stepchildren, the children of Martin M. and Nancy Williams. Martin Marmaduke and wife 
Mariah Ward Williams had only one child, a daughter Tennie. Tennie Williams married _?_ 


Graham in Atlanta, Georgia. 


CHILDREN of MARTIN MARMADUKE WILLIAMS and MARGARET WILLIAMS 

ONE - Jacob W. Williams, the first born child of Martin M. and Nancy Ray Williams, is listed 
on the 1850 and the 1860 censuses, but I have not found his name on any other records. He 
would have been 17 or 18 years old in 1865, the year the War for Southern Independence ended. 
Many young men his age served in the Confederate army, however, I have not found any record 
of service for him. I do not know what happened to him. 
TWO - William Washington Williams, son of Martin Marmaduke and Nancy Ray Williams, 
was born ca 1851 in Alabama and married Margaret F. Ward on February 4, 1877. The 
marriage ceremony was performed by G. M. Barber, Minister of the Gospel. Margaret F. 
Ward was the sister of William Washington Williams’ step-mother, Mariah Ward. 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 14, family 105, page 12 
Williams, Washington, age 29, father b. S. C., mother b. Ala 
Margaret, age 27, wife 
Barber, age 2, son 
Collier age 1, son 


William Washington Williams lived next door to his brother, Luke Williams. When the 
mail was hauled between Tuscaloosa and Centreville, Alabama by cart (before the M & O R. 
R. was built) there was a small postoffice called Pearl, near what is now Hagler, Alabama. 
William Washington Williams, who was postmaster at Duncanville at one time, named the 
postoffice for his daughter, Pearl. Pearl Williams grew up to be a school teacher. 

Mr. Charles E. Boyd, who lives in New York City and was reared in Tuscaloosa County, 
wrote a little story about Mr. Washington Williams, who was aged at the time of the incident: 


One day while we were playing our football bounced into the yard of Mr. Wash Williams, who lived at 
the edge of the school grounds. Mr. Wash was tall and had a long beard, and all the kids were scared of 
him. When he came out, I was unaware that all my playmates had vanished until Mr. Williams presented 
me with the ball. Looking around for moral support, and finding myself alone with the "man", I almost 
fainted, but he smiled and I recovered enough to thank him before I beat it. After that, we found him to 
be a kind and friendly gentleman. Charles E. Boyd 
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THREE - Mary Frances Williams, daughter of Martin Marmaduke and Nancy Ray Williams, 
was born Oct. 9, 1853, died March 19, 1884 and married William Washington Lawrence on 
December 10, 1872. William Washington Lawrence was born in Alabama on September 2, 
1851 and died September 8, 1936. After the death of Mary Frances Williams Lawrence, 
William Washington Lawrence married Mary Frances Crider on Sept. 25, 1885. William 
Washington and Mary Frances Williams Lawrence had five children: 

I. Thomas Ussery Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born February 28, 1874, died June 17, 1915 and was buried in Big Hurricane 
Cemetery. Thomas Ussery Lawrence married Lydia "Liddie" Pumphrey October 19, 1898. 
Lydia Pumphrey was born October 28, 1875, died January 25, 1936 and is buried in Big 
Hurricane Cemetery. 

Il. William Monroe Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born in Milldale, Alabama on November 5, 1876, died November 17, 1929 and 
is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery. He married the first time Minnie Frances Ray on June 
21, 1899. She was born September 25, 1879, died May 28, 1919 and is buried in Big Hurricane 
Cemetery. William Monroe Lawrence married the second time to Frances Abigail "Abbie" 
Ashcraft on April 19, 1923. Abbie Ashcraft was born October 5, 1897 in Bear Creek, Fayette 
County, Alabama and died January 1, 1980 in Indianola, Mississippi and is buried in Memorial 
Gardens Cemetery in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

IM. John Martin Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born October 1, 1879 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, and died February 25, 
1948 in Meridian, Mississippi and was buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Meridian. He married 
Frances Morgan Jones October 5, 1914 Frances M. Jones was born April 20, 1894 in West 
Blocton, Alabama and died _?_ in Meridian, Mississippi. 

IV. Nathaniel Newbern Lawrence, son of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born February 25, 1881, died June 26, 1943 at Trenton, Georgia and was 
buried at Rock Bluff Cemetery, Tuscaloosa County Alabama. Nathaniel Newbern Lawrence 
married Anna Hester Cooper, who was born December 8, 1888 at Vance, Alabama and died 
September 7, 1990 and is buried in Steele Cemetery in Steele, Alabama. 

V. Mary L. Lawrence, daughter of William Washington and Mary Frances Williams 
Lawrence, was born in August of 1883, died March 19, 1884 and is buried in Big hurricane 
Cemetery. 

FOUR - Luke Ernest Williams, son of Martin Marmaduke and Nancy Ray Williams, was born 
in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama December 28, 1855, died May 6, 1915 and is buried in Big 
Hurricane Cemetery at Brookwood. Luke E. Williams married Nancy Jane Reid at the residence 
of James Hosmer. The marriage ceremony was performed by J. M. Williams, Elder, and the 
marriage bond was signed by Noble Herring and Luke E. Williams. (Tuscaloosa County 
Marriage Record Book J, Page 209) Nancy Jane Reid was the daughter of Evy Hosmer Reid. 
She was born October April 21, 1858, died November 25, 1902, and is buried by the side of 
her husband, Luke E. Williams, in Big Hurricane Cemetery. The headstone is inscribed: 


L. E. Williams - Husband - Dec. 23, 1855 - May 6, 1915 
Mother - Nancy Jane Reid 
Wife of Luke Williams - Oct. 21, 1858 - Oct. 15, 1947 
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1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 12, T. 20 - R. 6W, family #171-175 
Williams, Luke, age 23, b. Ala, father b. Ala, mother, Ala 

Nancy, age 21, b. Ala, father b. Ala, mother b. Ala 

Mary E., age 1, b. Ala 


Luke Ernest Williams and Nancy Jane Reid had three daughters and no sons: 
I. Mary Eva "Evie" Williams, daughter of Luke Ernest and Nancy Jane Reid Williams, was 
born January 29, 1979 and died March 18, 1913. She is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery. 
Her tombstone is inscribed: 


Mary E. Williams - daughter of L. E. and N. J. Williams 
Jan. 29, 1879 - Mar. 18, 1913 


When I first found this gravestone listing Mary Eva Williams’ maiden name, I assumed 
she did not marry. Then I found that Williams was her married name, also. The first 
information was that she married a Hames, but I found the record of her marriage to Charles 
Williams on December 28, 1910, with W. L. Pratt, Judge of Probate performing the marriage 
ceremony in Centreville, Alabama. (Bibb County Marriage Record Book 1908-1912) I was told 
that Mary Eva Williams died in a gun accident. Their daughter: 

I-1. Murrie Williams, daughter of Charles and Mary Eva Williams Williams, married _? 
Huffman. Mrs. Walter "Annie" Burchfield, gave me information that Mary Eva had a daughter 
named Murrie, but she did not know her married name, however, I found, in a Pauline Gandrud 
book, a query from Murrie J. Huffman, stating that she was a granddaughter of Link Ernest 
Williams and requesting information about her grandparents and about the Indian Princess who 
married James M. Burrage. I answered her request but my letter was returned. 

Il. Ida Williams, daughter of Luke Ernest and Nancy Jane Reid Williams, married Jack 
Gentry in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Ill. Hester Lou Williams, youngest daughter of. Luke Ernest and Nancy Jane Reid Williams, 
was born December 14, 1886, died December 13, 1974 and married Alexander Williams. The 
license was issued September 11, 1905. The marriage was solemnized in Belle Ellen on 
September 28, 1905, by Thomas E. D. Evans, Justice of the Peace. (Bibb County Court 
Marriage Record Book 1904-1908, page 181) Alexander Williams came from England when 
he was five years old. He was born February 21, 1882 and died February 19, 1953. Both are 
buried in Mt. Carmel Cemetery, West Blocton, Alabama. The headstone is inscribed: 


Alexander Williams , Sr. - Feb. 21, 1882 - Feb. 19, 1953 
Hester Lou - Dec. 14, 1886 - Dec 13, 1974 


Alexander and Hester Lou Williams lived in Belle Ellen. Mamie Wallace said that Alex 
Williams had lived in another state before coming to this town. Alex was a coal miner. After 
he retired they lived in Blocton. I talked with Hester Lou Williams at homecoming at Big 
Hurricane the year she died. She was unable to get out of the car, but I talked with her a few 
minutes through the open car window. She told me the intriguing story about the Indian 
Princess, which is recorded at the end of this chapter. Hester was very tired and did not feel 
like answering my many questions. I had plans to visit her but she died before I could do so. 
Alexander and Hester Lou Williams had seven children: 
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I-1. Mamie Williams, daughter of Alexander and Hester Lou Williams Williams, was born 
in Belle Ellen, Bibb County, Alabama July 28, 1906. She said she remembered four of her 
aunts who were her father’s sisters: Lizzie who married Forest Hayes; Lillie who married _? 
Kelley; Sarah who married _?_ Blankenship and Martha who married Robert Atkinson. She 
did not know if there were any brothers as her father had moved to Bibb County from another 
state. Mamie Williams married James Jackson Wallace in Blocton, Alabama where they made 
their home. They had three children, all born in Blocton: 

I-la. Nellie Rae Wallace married Joe Price 

I-1b. Nannie Lou Wallace married Bill Chambers and they had four children: 

1. Debra Montgomery. 

2. Joy Cole. 

3. Owen Goolsby. 

4. Joe Goolsby. | 

I-1lc. James Williams Wallace married Norma Jean Caldwell 

and they have four children: 

1. Marla Porter married and they had three children. 

2. Lora. 

3. Terry married and they have 2 children. 

4. Jackson. 

I-2. Luke Williams, son of Alexander and Hester Lou Williams Williams, married Mabel 
Pierson on June 6, 1931 in Centreville, Bibb County, Alabama. The marriage ceremony was 
performed by W. J. Langston, Justice of the Peace. 

I-3. Ida Mae Williams, daughter of Alexander and Hester Lou Williams Williams, married 
William Reese Lovelady and they had three children. William Reese died about October 3, 
1985. She lives in Blocton, Alabama. 

1-4. Terry Williams, daughter of Alexander and Hester Lou Williams Williams, married Mary 
Evelyn Hyde and they have three children. They are now divorced. Their children: 

I-4a. Eddie Williams 

I-4b. Diane Williams 

I-4c. Jimmy Williams 

I-5. Joe C. Williams, son of Alexander and Hester Lou Williams Williams, died at 13 years 
of age and is buried in the Hickory Hill Cemetery just outside Blocton. 

I-6. Virginia Williams, daughter of Alexander and Hester Lou Williams Williams, married 
Clark Slay. She lived in Blocton. She has no children. Virginia did office work in 
Birmingham for many years. 

I-7. Alexander Williams, Jr., son of Alexander and Hester Lou Williams Williams, married 
Mary Nell Lucas the first time. (Bibb County Marriage Records) They had four children: 
I-7a. Nancy Ann Williams 

I-7b. Dale Williams 

I-7c. Alexandria Williams 

I-7d. Gary Williams 

FIVE - Louisa Jane Williams, daughter of Martin Marmaduke and Nancy Ray Williams, was 
born April 16, 1861 and died January 2, 1939. She married Joseph Jonothan Hosmer who was 
born June 14, 1854 and died August 15, 1947. They had ten children. I have the name of only 
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the eldest: 

1. Drewery Hosmer. 

SIX - Martin Marmaduke Williams, Jr., son of Martin Marmaduke and Nancy Ray Williams, 
was born in 1864, according to the 1870 Tuscaloosa County Census. Martin Marmaduke 
Williams, Jr. and Belle Dixie Durett were married January 14, 1880 in Tuscaloosa County, 
Alabama. Martin M. Williams was only 16 years old and Belle Dixie, the bride was probably 
even younger. There were notes to the Judge of Probate from Martin M. Williams, father of 
Martin M. Williams, Jr., and Terry A. House, father of Belle Dixie Durett: 


To Judge of Probate: Will you please issue marriage license for my daughter Belle Dixie Durett and oblige. 


Terry A. House. 
Will you please issue marriage license for my son Martin Marmaduke and oblige. Your friend, Martin 


M. Williams. 


Martin M. Williams and Belle Dixie Durett married by me at T. Hamills Jan. 14, 1880 - Noble Herring 
J.P. 


SEVEN - Thomas L. Williams, son of Martin Marmaduke and Nancy Ray Williams. No 
information. 
EIGHT - Nancy 1. Williams, daughter of Martin Marmaduke and Nancy Ray Williams. No 


information. 
A big tombstone in Big Hurricane Baptist Cemetery at Brookwood, Alabama is inscribed: 


Burrage - Indian Princess 
Born March 19 (or 18) 1795 - died April 28, 1857 
Favrd Mary Burrage 

This Mary Burrage was an ancestor of Mary Frances Williams, first wife of William 
Washington Lawrence. I was told by a family member that Mary Burrage visited a rich son, 
who had built a fine home in Texas. This son, unfortunately, was ashamed of his mother 
because she was an Indian, or perhaps there was resentment by his wife. Another son, who 
lived around Brookwood, Alabama, became worried about his mother. Since it had been almost 
a year since he had heard anything from her he decided to go and see about her. His wife got 
up enough supplies to last for the long journey and he set out for Texas in a covered wagon. 

When the son from Alabama finally arrived at his brother’s home, he went into the house 
and visited for several hours. Not seeing his mother he became worried fearing she was dead 
and buried. When he finally asked where she was, he was told, "Oh, she is outside in her 
room." The wife of the son in Texas would not allow her mother-in-law to live in the big 
house, so he built a room for her away from the big house. The Alabama son found her sick 
and cold, hovered over a few coals. The son said, "I have come to take you home." The mother 
said, "Can we go now?" The son said he would have to wait until tomorrow to give the team 
of horses time to rest. He told his mother to keep quiet about it and they would leave early the 
next morning. 

They left in the covered wagon with a straw mattress for her to rest on. This son had 
doubts that she could make the trip because of her illness, but she did and lived a good many 
years and is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery at Brookwood. 
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Chapter 5 


JOHN MURRY and ELIZABETH CALDWELL MURRY and 
JOHN MURRY and JANE PIERSON MURRY 


In most instances persons named Murray can trace their ancestry to the Scottish Province 
of Moray. The name originally identified someone who came "from Moray." Through the 
passage of centuries, the spelling and pronunciation gradually evolved to Murray. 

In Scotland, the name was an illustrious one, for at one time or another, Murrays have 
held the titles of Earl of Athole, Duke of Athole, Earl of Dunmore, Earl of Mansfield, Earl of 
Dysart, Earl of Annandale and Lord Elibank. Heraldic records require nearly three columns to 
list the arms grants registered to the same Murray. 

The earliest records indicate that William de Moravia (William of Moray) was a witness 
to a royal charter of the Abbey of Holyrood in 1203. Early records which used the latinized 
forms were usually discarded and names began to take on a more familiar form. Alan de 
Morref was recorded in Scotland in 1317 and Sir Andrew Moray in 1327. In 1480 Sir Patrick 
Morra was a monk of Beauty. 

In some instances, the Murray name may have evolved from the Irish surname 
O’Muireadhaugh, which was anglicized O’Murry or Murray. Even in Ireland, however, most 
Murrays were of Scottish extraction. | 

John Murry was born in Georgia in 1783 and died in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama in 
1782. John Murry married Elizabeth Caldwell in Georgia, probably in 1925 or 1926 as their 
first child was born in 1827. John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry had four children all born in 
Georgia. At some time after January 30, 1843 when their youngest child, John Jefferson, was 
born, John Murry moved his family to Tuscaloosa, County Alabama. There is no record of any 
more children being born to this couple in Alabama. Elizabeth Caldwell died in Tuscaloosa 
County, but there is no record of when she died. John Murry remarried, in Tuscaloosa County 
on April 6, 1858 to Jane Pierson, daughter of William and Margaret Pierson. John and 
Elizabeth Caldwell Murry had four children and John and Jane Pierson Murry had four children. 
Jane Pierson Murry died in Tuscaloosa County but the date of her death is not know. Hazel 
Hosmer said both wives are buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery alongside John Murry, however, 
there is no marker for either wife. 

The exact date John Murry came to Tuscaloosa County is not known. I talked with John 
Murry, Ed Murry and Hazel Murry Hosmer and it was thought John Murry, Sr. was born or 
lived in Virginia or Maryland, then came down to Alabama. Possibly John Murry’s ancestors 
lived in Virginia or Maryland, but the census records clearly state he was born in Georgia and 
that his four children by his first wife, Elizabeth Caldwell Murry, were born in Georgia. We 
do not know the name of the county in Georgia where John Murry lived. The earliest record 
I have on John Murry is the 1850 Census listed below: 


1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Family No. 146, page 296 
Murry, John, age 60, born Ga, occupation Farmer 
Elizabeth, age 40, born Ga (first wife) 
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William, age 13, born Ga (William Andrew Jackson Murry) © 
James, age 20, born Ga, occupation Farmer 
Jefferson, age 8, born Ga 


The oldest child, a daughter Sarah A. R. Murry born in 1827, was not listed on this 
census as she had married John Lawrence in 1848. 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Family No. 16517 
Murry, John age 75, born Ga, occupation farmer 
Jane, age 40, occupation seamstress, born Ala (2nd wife) 
John J., age 18 (youngest son by first wife, Elizabeth) 
Louisa V., age 6 
Margaret F., age 1 year (daughter by second wife, Jane) 
Georgia Ann, age 9 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Trion, family #W1496 
Murry, John, age 78, b. Ga, farmer 

Jane, age 25, b. Ala, seamstress 

Victoria, age 5 

John, age 16 

Margaret F., age 2 


The two 1860 census records shown above thrust us into an enormous quandary. These 
are taken from census records in two different libraries. I have found many obvious errors in 
censuses, but none so perplexing as this. Here we have two records in 1860 on the same family. 
The John J., age 18, in one census and John, age 16, in the other is the youngest son of John 
Murry and his first wife, Elizabeth Caldwell. Margaret F., age 1 in one census and age two in 
the other is the daughter of John Murry and his second wife, Jane Pierson. Georgia Ann, listed 
as age 9 in one census is missing from the other. The question that puzzles me most is - Who 
is the child listed in one record as Louisa V., age 6, and in the other as Victoria, age 5 ? I 
surmise that she is the same little girl. Jane Pierson Murry had a sister named Louisa, which 
could account for the child having been named Louisa. To make the question even more 
puzzling is that an unaccounted for Victoria Pearson, age 17, is listed in the household of Joel 
Lawrence in the 1870 Census. This Louisa Victoria Pierson is probably the Victoria Pierson 
who married Jacob Shamblin October 15, 1874. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. McMath, Precinct 13 
Murry, John, age 83, farmer, b. N. C. (age should be listed as 87) 
Jane, age 34, wife 
Margaret, age 13, 
Mondy I., age 11, 
John B., age 7 
Marshall, age 2 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Smallwood, family #357 
Murry, John, age 97, b. N. C., Father b. Scotland, mother b. S. C. 
Jane, age 47, wife, b. Ala, father b. S. C., mother b. S. C. 
Georgia, age 18, dau 
Marshall, age 14, son 
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Dawson, age 11, son 


At the time this census was taken the oldest child, Margaret F. Murry, was married. 
Also, John’s place of birth was given as North Carolina. In all other records, his place of birth 
was given as Georgia. Jane Pierson was 52 years old when her husband, John Murry, died at 
the age of 99 years. Six weeks after John Murry’s death, Jane made a Claim of Widow for 
Service Pension. This claim was approved and her pension, at the rate of $8.00 per month, 
commenced March 1882, the day after the death of John Murry. 

The following are entries in the Murry family Bible which is in the possession of Hazel 


Murry Hosmer: 


John Murry was Marine in the War of 1812 
Roscoe Kizziah was born 2nd day of May 1889 (son of Jesse Washington Kizziah and Margaret F. Murry 


who was the eldest child of John and Jane Murry) 


Births 
Sarah A. R. Murry was born the 10th of June 1827 (daughter of John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry) 


James T. Murry was born the 29th May 1830 (son of John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry) 
William A. Jackson Murry was born the 6th of March 1838 (son of John and Elizabeth Caldwell sis - 


he was called Uncle Billy) 
John J. Murry was born the Sth of Jan. 1843 (son of John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry) 


James F. Lawrence was born the 4th Sept. 1848 (son of John and Sarah Lawrence) 

Margaret F. Murry was born 18th April 1859 (daughter of John and Jane Pierson Murry) 

Louisa Georgia Ann Murry was born 19th Dec. 1860 (daughter of John and Jane Pierson Murry) 
Dosson M. Murry was born Feb. 9, 1869 (son of John and Jane Pierson Murry) 

Jobn Murry died 8th day of March 1882 

Dosson M. Murry died 24th Aug. 1888 

Jane Murry was born June 30, 1829 (John Murry’s 2nd wife) 


John Murry enlisted in the military service of the United States in the War of 1812. His 
military record is on file in the Archives at Washington, D. C. I have been told by members 
of the family that John Murry was a veteran of four wars. I assume he served in Indian Wars, 
probably under Andrew Jackson, however, the only record of his military service I have been 
able to verify is in the War of 1812. I was informed by an archivist in Washington that military 
services in Indian Wars are not recorded. It seems that Andrew Jackson was a great hero to 
John Murry, as he named his son William Andrew Jackson Murry. I obtained from General 
Services the complete military record on John Murry. The record states that John Murry was 
drafted into service. This is not correct as men were not drafted in the War of 1812. Also, his 
Granddaughter Georgia Hasty told me he volunteered. He enlisted in Captain Burwell Pope’s 
Company, Thomas’s Division at Savannah, Georgia on the first day of September 1812 and was 
honorably discharged at Warrington, Oglethorpe County, Georgia on the second day of March 
or April, 1813. He served six months of his time at Savannah, Georgia, all except about two 
weeks when he was ordered out to keep the British from landing. 

John Murry signed a document appointing an attorney in Washington D. C. for the 
purpose of obtaining from the Department of the Interior of the United States a certificate or 
Warrant for Bounty Land to which he was entitled for his military service. This was authorized 
by an Act of Congress, September 28, 1850. 
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On this fourth day of November A. D. 1850 personally appeared before me, a Justice of the Peace within 
and for the County and State aforesaid, John Murry aged sixty-five years, a resident of Tuscaloosa County 
in the State of Alabama, who being duly sworn according to law declares that he is the identical John 
Murry who was a private in the company commanded by Captain Burwell Pope in the Regiment of Militia 
commanded by Co, Jett Thomas in the War against Great Britain declared by the United States on the 18th 
day of June, 1812 that he was drafted on or about (exact date not recollected) September A. D. 1814 for 
the term of six months and continued in actual service in said war for the term of near six months and was 
honorably discharged in March A. D. 1815 as will appear by the muster rolls of said company. His 
discharge having been lost or mislaid if he ever had any. He makes this declaration for the purpose of 
obtaining the bounty land to which he may be entitled under the act granting bounty land for certain 
military service of the united States. 

September 28th 1850 

John Murry 


Again on the 17th day of July, A. D. 1855 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, John Murry 


made an application to obtain additional Bounty Land: 


CLAIM - A person who has had a Land Warrant and desires another 
The State of Alabama 


County of Tuscaloosa 
On the 14th day of March A. D. 1873 before me the undersigned a Judge of the Probate Court for 


Tuscaloosa County, is said state duly authorized by law, to administer oaths within and for the County and 
State aforesaid, personally appeared John Murry age 88 years, a resident of said county, who being duly 
sworn according to law, declares that he is the identical John Murry, who was a private in the Company 
commanded by Captain Pope in the Regiment of Georgia Militia commanded by Colonel Thomas in the 
War of 1812 enlisted for the term of six months, and continued in actual service in said war for the term 
of fourteen days; that he has heretofore made application for Bounty Land under an Act approved 
September 28, 1850 and obtained a Land Warrant for eighty acres No. 3403. He makes this declaration 
for the purpose of obtaining additional County Land to which he may be entitled under the act approved. 
We also declare that he has not received or applied for Bounty Land under this or any other Act of 
Congress except this one above mentioned. He hereby appointed Thomas C. Fullerton of Washington City 
as his lawful attorney with all acts necessary and proper, that he has always been loyal to the Constitution 
and government of the United States. 

And that the said John Murry is not a pensioner of the government of the United States under the Act of 
February 1871. 

March 4, 1873 


John Murry applied for a soldier’s pension for service in the War of 1812. He applied 


on the 22nd day of May A. D. 1872 at the age of 87 years. He declared that he was married 
and had been married at his home in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama on April 6, 1858 by Justice 
of the Peace George W. Weaver. (his second marriage) 
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May 13th, 1881, Vance, Alabama - Mr. John Murry, Sr. who is now 98 years old, the 17th day of May, 
now lives in a helpless condition. His wife is in the Asylum, he has a dependent family. Mr. Murry has 
ever been a true citizen, a good democrat and served in the War of 1812. Mr. Murry is well-known to 
citizens of Tuskaloosa County and as the “Old War Horse" must pass away before many months. Will 
Tuscaloosa render or lend him a little of her proverbial charity? (Newspaper clipping in the Alabama 
Archives in Montgomery, Alabama) 


John Murry’s widow, Jane Pierson Murry, made application on April 25, 1882 for a 


Widow’s Pension, under the Act of March 9, 1878. The application, including a certificate 
dated September 12, 1882 which is copied below, was sent to the Pension agent at the 


Knoxville, Tennessee Agency: 


No. 32667 War of 1812 - Act of March 9, 1878 
Widow’s pension, Jane Murry widow of John Murry, Private, Company Capt. B. Pope, Regiment Georgia 


Militia. Stamped DEAD 


Knoxville Agency 

Rate per month - Eight Dollars commencing March 9, 1882 
Certificate dated September 12, 1882 - send to Pension Agent 
M. F. Thomas, Clerk 


On the first day of August 1882 E. J. Crider made an affidavit regarding the application 
of Mrs. Jane Murry for a pension. E. J. Crider stated in this affidavit that he was acquainted 
with John Murry in his lifetime and that he knew that he died on the 8th day of March 1882 and 
that he saw his dead body and assisted in placing it in the coffin for burial. He also stated he 
was acquainted with his widow Mrs. Jane Murry and lived near her. E. J. Crider was also 
acquainted with John Murry’s first wife. 

William A. J. Murry also made an affidavit and under oath swore that he was the son 
of the dead John Murry and that the dead John Murry’s first wife, Elizabeth Caldwell, was his 
mother. This said William A. J. Murry is in his forty fifth year and will be forty five next 
March. 

Jane Murry was entitled to a pension under the Act of March 11, 1878. Her first 
application for a pension was dated April 25, 1882. John Murry had applied for a pension under 
this Act. M. W. Murry was appointed as guardian by application to Pension Agent. Attached 
to the brief face was the notation "Pensioner insane" dated June 20, 1903. This M. W. Murry 
was the son of John and Jane Pierson Murry, the second wife. 


The name of Jane Murry who was last paid to November 4, 1914 for the amount of $12.00, has been 
dropped from the roll because of death, December 31, 1914. (Notice from the Department Of The Interior, 
Bureau of Pensions) 


John Murry was decorated for valor in the War of 1812. The Daughters of the War of 
1812 placed a special marker on his grave in Big Hurricane Cemetery in Brookwood, Alabama: 


John Murry 
born in 1783 died in 1882 
In Honor of Service in the War of 1812 
N. S. U. S. D. 1812. 


John Murry in Birmingham said John Murry, Sr. had three brothers. One was named 
William. Ed Murry said some of his relatives lived in Vance. They were Jett Murry, Mary 
Murry and Sarah Murry, who married a Smith. Ed also said the old Murry farm and home was 
in Woodstock. The land was acquired from the United States government by a document signed 
by President Franklin Pierce. Do you suppose the house is still standing? 
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CHILDREN of JOHN MURRY and ELIZABETH CALDWELL MURRY (first wife) 
ONE - Sarah A. R. Murry, born June 10, 1827 in Georgia, died March 4, 1903, married 
John Lawrence, September 20, 1848. 

TWO - James T. Murry, born May 29, 1830 in Georgia, died February 27, 1863, married 


Nancy Woods Dowdle February 2, 1855. 

THREE - William Andrew Jackson Murry, born March 6, 1838 in Georgia, August 1, 
1895, married Martha Ann Pernecia Lawrence, August 13, 1857. 

FOUR - John Jefferson Murry was born January 30, 1843 in Georgia He married Louisa 
L. E. "Lizzie" Pearson on February 24, 1867 at the residence of his brother, William A. J. 


Murry. 


CHILDREN of JOHN MURRY and JANE PIERSON MURRY (second wife) 
FIVE - Margaret F. Murry, born April 18, 1859, died February 21, 1909, married Jesse 
Washington Kizziah December 20, 1887. 
SIX - Louisia Georgia Ann Murry, born December 19, 1860, died January 9, 1889, 
married Bud Kizziah. 
SEVEN - Marshall W. Murry, born January 9, 1865, died April 6, 1941, married Ida 
Rebecca Lewis. 
EIGHT- ?_. 


CHILDREN of JOHN MURRY and ELIZABETH CALDWELL MURRY (first wife) 
ONE - Sarah A. R. Murry, daughter of John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry, was born June 
10, 1827, died March 4, 1903 and is buried at Big Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama. She married John Lawrence, son of Joel and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence. 
The license was obtained on September 20, 1848, and the ceremony was solemnized by a Justice 
of the Peace on September 21, 1848. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) 


1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census 

Lawrence, John, age 22, born Ala, occupation farmer 
Sarah, 31, born unknown 
James F., age 1, born Ala 


Sarah Lawrence’s age is listed as 31 which is a mistake since she was born June 10, 
1827. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Family #88, Precinct 13, page 12 
Lawrence, Sarah, Head, age 43, born Ga 

William, age 18 (William "Willie" Washington Lawrence) 

Thomas, age 16 

Mary E., age 14 

Martha, age 11 


Sarah Lawrence is listed as head of household as her husband, John Lawrence, had died 
as a Prisoner of War. 


CHILDREN of JOHN LAWRENCE and SARAH A. R. MURRY LAWRENCE 
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I. James F. Lawrence born September 4, 1848 or 1849, died _?_. 
I. William Washington Lawrence born September 2, 1851, died September 8, 1936, 
married Mary Frances Williams December 10, 1872 - married Mary Frances Crider September 
25, 1885. 
HI. Thomas Jefferson Lawrence born April 20, 1854, died January 25, 1936, married Tamer 
E. Cooper March 8, 1887. 
IV. Mary Elizabeth Lawrence born March 24, 1858, died July 5, 1949, married Rufus 
Malachi Newell December 4, 1873. 
V. Martha Jane Lawrence born May 8, 1860, died January 7, 1945, married George Wesley 
Newell June 27, 1876. 

More information on the John and Sarah A. R. Lawrence family may be found in the 
Lawrence Chapter of this book. 
TWO - James T. Murry, son of John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry, was born May 28, 1830 
in Georgia. He died February 27, 1863, at age 33, and was buried in Union Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery near Vance, Alabama. He married Nancy Woods Dowdle, daughter of James 
and Sarah Dowdle, on February 2, 1855. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) Nancy Woods 
Dowdle was born March 20, 1831, died October 20, 1918 and is buried at Union Cemetery. 
The James T. Murry family is first found in a census record in 1860: 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Family #166, page 135 
Murry, James T., age 30, Farmer, born Ga 

Nancy, age 29, born Ala 

Sarah E., age 5 

John, age 4 

Mary J., age 2 

William M., age 9/12 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. 0. Trianna, Precinct 13, page 5 
Murry, Nancy W., age 39, born Ala 

Sarah E., age 14 

John R., age 13 

Mary J., age 11 

William M., age 9 

David, age 8 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Smallwood, family #59, page 59 
Murry, J. J. R., Head, age 25, b. Ala, works in sawmill (John J.) 

N. W., mother, b. Ala, keeping house, father b. N. C., mother b. Ga 

S. E., sister, age 24 (Sarah E.) 

M. J., sister, age 21 (Mary. J.) 

W. M., brother, age 20, works in sawmill (William M.) 

D. J., brother, age 18, works in sawmill (David Jett) 


In this census Nancy, is listed as head of family because her husband, James T. Murry, 
had died February 27, 1863. Nancy Woods Dowdle Murry lived 55 years after the death of her 
husband. Nancy must have had her problems rearing five children, and two of them only 
babies. Children of James T. and Nancy Woods Dowdle Murry: 
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I. John J. R. Murry, son of James T. and Nancy Woods Dowdle Murry, was born ca 1855 
in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, died _? _, married Bessie L. __?_ in 1866. 

Il. Sarah E. Murry, daughter of James T. and Nancy Woods Dowdle Murry, was born 
December 4, 1856 in Tuscaloosa County, died August 19, 1935 and is buried in Union 
Cemetery. The tombstone is inscribed Sarah M. Murry. Sarah M. Murry married Rev. Sid 
Smith at the home of Mrs. Nancy Murry, with John W. White, Justice of the Peace performing 
the ceremony. Her husband, probably, was the Rev. Sid Smith who officiated at the funeral of 
Margaret L. Murry Herring. 

WI. Mary Jane Murry, daughter of James T. and Nancy Woods Dowdle Murry, was born in 
1858. She married William A. Wood February 11, 1893 at the home of her mother. After their 
marriage, William A. and Mary Jane Murry Wood lived in Meridian, Mississippi. Later they 
moved to Alabama and adopted two Sadler children. 

IV. William M. Murry, son of James T. and Nancy Woods Dowdle Murry, was born in 
Tuscaloosa County April 17, 1860, died January 21, 1904 and is buried in Union Cemetery. 
He married Helen Glenn Barton and they lived in New Orleans, Louisiana. Helen died October 
14, 1918 and is buried in Union Cemetery by the side of her husband. 

V. David Jett Murry, son of James T. and Nancy Woods Dowdle Murry, born January 7, 
1862 in Tuscaloosa County, died November 16, 1948 and is buried in Union Cemetery. 
THREE - William Andrew Jackson Murry, son of John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry, 
was born March 6, 1838 in Georgia and died August 31, 1895. He is buried in Big Hurricane 
Cemetery. William Andrew Jackson Murry married Pernecia Martha Ann Lawrence, daughter 
of Joel Barrehart and Mahala Lawrence, on August 13, 1857. They had 10 children, all girls. 
Martha Ann Pernecia Lawrence was born June 6, 1834, died September 15, 1923 and is buried 
in Pleasant Grove Cemetery near Abernant, Alabama. 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Trion, family #1495 
Murry, William age 22, b. Ga, farmer 

Permelia, age 24, b. Ala, seamstress 

Sarah, age 2 

Martha E., age 1 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Precinct 12, P.0. McMath, page 8 
Murry, William A., age 37, born Ga, Farmer 

Martha A., age 35 

Sarah J., age 14, b. Ala 

Martha A., age 11, b. Ala 

Mary E., age 7, age Ala 

Fannie, age 9, b. Ala 

Mahala E., age 5, b. Ala 

Margaret L., age 3, b. Ala 

Rebecca S., age 1, b. Ala 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 20, T 20 - Range 6, page 19 

Murry, William, age 44, farming, b. Georgia, father b. Ga, mother b. Ga. 
Pernicey, wife, age 43, b. Ala., father b. Ky., mother b. S.C. 
Frances, dau., age 22, b. Ala., father b. Ga., mother b. Ala. 
Mahala dau, age 16 
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Elizabeth, dau, age 15 
Margaret, dau, age 12 
Rebecca, dau, age 10 
Josephine, dau, age 8 
Ninette, dau, age 7 
Lucandy, dau, age 1 


Sarah Jane Murry was not listed on the 1880 Census because she had married William 
E. Crider on January 8, 1879. Martha Anese Murry was not listed as she was married to 
George M. Felsinger on January 3, 1878. Ninette, Josephine and Lucandy were all born after 
the 1870 census. Ninette was called Tieri. Lucandy was called Candy Lou. 

Hazel Murry Hosmer found a second family Bible in very bad condition and with very 
little information about the family. That information is copied below: 


Georgina Frances Murry married February 25, 1924 to Fred A. Hasty 
John M. Murry married February 15, 1924 to Sadie E. Weaver 
BIRTHS: M. W. Murry born January 9, 1865 

Ida R. Murry born February 11, 1872 


In a book in the Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Courthouse listing men who enlisted in the 
War for Southern Independence from Tuscaloosa County and their ages at the time of enlistment, 
the name of William Andrew Jackson Murry is recorded as enlisting at age 19 and serving as 
3rd Sgt. in Adam’s Company, 36th Regt., Alabama Inf. William Andrew Jackson Murry’s 
brother, John Jefferson Murry, served in this same unit. Mrs. P. M. A. Murry applied for a 
pension July 28, 1908. She received the Pension under Act of February 10, 1899. 


The Petitioner states that she is a widow of William Murry who served as a private of Co. D. 36th Regt. 
of Alabama Volunteers; that he did not desert the service of the State of Ala. nor the Confederate States; 
that she has not since remarried; that she has no children upon whom she can depend for support. Mrs. 
Murry is old and unable to come before the board; is 75 years old and infirm. . 
Respt signed: P. M. A. Murry 

Sworn this 28th day of July 1908 


Mrs. P. M. A. Murry stated in the pension application that she was married to W. A. 
Murry August 13, 1857. He died 31st day of August 1895. 


Mrs. P. M. A. Murry - Application for reclassification of Pension. Please place my name on second Class 
Pension Roll. (She was Class 4 in first pension) My husband’s name was William Andrew Jackson Murry. 
My age is 81 years 8 mos, 24 days. Exact date of marriage Aug. 13, 1854. (She was married in 1857 - 
she evidently couldn’t remember the date because of her age) 

signed and sworn to 12th day of Feb. 1917 

L. L. Parsons J. P. 


Affidavit: Before me L. L. Parsons a J. P. appeared Mrs. P. M. A. Murry, P. 0. Yolanda, that she is a 


widow of W. A. Murry, served in Confederate Army as Pvt. being in 26th Regt. of Infantry, that she was 
born in or near Brookwood in the County of Tuscaloosa on June 6, 1834, now 80 10/12. She is now under 


Pension roll number 6620. 


Application under Act. approved March 8, 1915. Applicant states that she is not positive about the No. 
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of Regt. but Col. Clements Regiment is right. 
Signed: April 30, 1915 
New Number 5977 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM ANDREW JACKSON MURRY and 

PERNECIA MARTHA ANN LAWRENCE MURRY 
I. Sarah Jane Murry, born May 25, 1858, died July 1, 1944, married William "Willie" J. 
Crider. 
Il. Martha Anese "Annie" Murry, born in 1859, married George M. Felsinger. 
it. Willie Frances Murry, born ca. 1861, married George McAllister. 
IV. Mary Elizabeth Murry, born October 8, 1863, married James Robert Sellers. 
V. Mahala Ellen Murry, born November 8, 1864, died October 31, 1896, married Lemuel 
Silas Hosmer. 
VI. Margaret L. Murry, born March 18, 1868, died _? , married Elisha A. F. "Doc" 
Herring. 
VIE. Rebecca Murry, born in 1870, died January 1931, married Richard Lafayette Shamblin. 
VIII. Josephine "Josie" W. Murry, born August 29, 1871, died July 9, 1960, married Leles 
Parsons - second marriage _?_ Snow. 
IX. Ninette Tiera Murry, born in 1874, died December 26, 1947, married John W. 
Norwood - second marriage James Martin. 
X. Lucandy "Candy Lou" Murry, born September 10, 1878, married Daniel Sylvester 


Hosmer. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM ANDREW JACKSON MURRY and 
MARTHA ANN PERNECIA LAWRENCE MURRY 

I. Sarah Jane Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann Pernecia 
Lawrence Murry, was born May 25, 1858 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died July 1, 1944 
in Tupelo, Mississippi. She married William "Willie" J. Crider, son of Elbert J. and Martha 
H. Pierson Crider, on January 8, 1879 in Tuscaloosa County. The marriage ceremony was 
performed by Noble Herring, Justice of the Peace. Children of William "Willie" and Sarah Jane 
Murry Crider: 
I-14. Thomas Jefferson Crider 
I-2 Martha Ida Crider 
I-3. Samuel "Sam" Luther Crider 
1-4. John William Elbert Crider 
I-5. James Monroe Crider 
1-6. Claud McQuerter Crider 
I-7. Robert Ernest Crider 

More information on the William J. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider family is included in 
the Crider section of this book. 
II. Martha Anese "Annie" Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann 
Pernecia Lawrence Murry, was born in 1859 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. She was married 
to George M. Felsinger on January 3, 1878. The marriage ceremony was performed in 
Tuscaloosa County by Justice of the Peace Noble Herring in Tuscaloosa County. Sometime after 
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their marriage they went to live in Apache, Oklahoma, which at that time was Indian Territory. 
They were living in Apache in 1905; all their children were born there. George and Martha 
Anese Murry Felsinger had four children: 
H-1. Johnny Felsinger, a preacher 
H-2. Roscoe Felsinger 
II-3. Mary Felsinger 
Il-4. Name unknown 

More information on the George and Martha Anese Murry Felsinger milya is included 
in the Crider section of this book. 
Im. Willie Frances "Fannie" Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann 
Pernecia Lawrence Murry, was born about 1861 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Fannie 
married George McAlester in Tuscaloosa, Alabama December 13, 1882. (Marriage Record Book 
J., page 65) They lived near Sand Mountain, DeKalb County, Alabama. Ola Johnson wrote 
that there were seven children but I have the names of only five: 
W-1. Willy McAlester 
I-2. Newbern McAlester 
IM-3. Lois McAlester 
M-4. Annie McAlester 
I-5. Ruby McAlester 
IV. Mary Elizabeth Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann Pernecia 
Lawrence Murry, was born October 8, 1863 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died July 29, 
1899. She married James Robert Sellers on January 3, 1895 at her parents’ home in Tuscaloosa 
County. The marriage ceremony was performed by the Rev. Isaac N. Walker. James Robert 
and Mary Elizabeth Murry Sellers had two children: 
IV-1. Robert Leroy Sellers was born November 18, 1895 and died September 23, 1923. 
He was run over by a car and killed. He never married. 
IV-2. Marie Sellers was born April 9, 1897. She married _? _ Donohoo and they live in 
Birmingham, Alabama. They had three sons. 
Vi Mahala Ellen Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann Pernecia 
Lawrence Murry, was born in Tuscaloosa County November 8, 1864 and died October 31, 
1896. She married Lemuel Silas Hosmer on December 22, 1890 in Tuscaloosa County, 
Alabama. The marriage bond was signed by L. S. Hosmer and J. C. Shamblin. Noble Herring, 
Justice of the Peace, performed the wedding ceremony. They made their home in Woodstock, 
Alabama. Mahala Ellen is buried in Hurricane Baptist Cemetery in Brookwood, Alabama. 
Lemuel Silas and Mahala Ellen Murry Hosmer had two children: 
V-1. Marvin Isaac Hosmer was born December 13, 1891 and died August 17, 1944. He 
married Temperance McCully October 8, 1918 in Jackson County, Alabama. They had one son 
whom they named Frazier Oswalt Hosmer for his maternal and paternal grandmothers. 
Temperance McCully Hosmer died February 3, 1975 in Decatur, Alabama, her home. 
V-2. Emma Pernecia Hosmer was born February 6, 1893 in Tuscaloosa County. She 
married David Solomon Franklin, July 25, 1915, in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. From 
another source, I was told she married a Williams, had two children and lived in Brookwood, 
Alabama. 

Lemuel S. Hosmer married a second time to Sarah Lou _?_. 


81 


1910 Tuscaloosa County Census, Parsons Precinct 12, Family #281. 
Hosmer, Lemuel S., Head, age 41, married 10 years, b. Ala 

Lou, wife, age 38, b. Ala, m. 10 years, 5 chil., 5 living 

Silas R., son, age 8 

Hattie J., dau, age 5 

John L., son, age 4 

Robert, son, age 8/12 

Marvin, son, age 18 

Emma, dau, age 17 


This census stated Lemuel S. Hosmer and Sarah Lou _?_ were married ten years with 
five children, only four were listed. Marvin and Emma were children of Lemuel Silas Hosmer 
by his first marriage. Lemuel Silas and Sarah Lou Hosmer are buried in Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church Cemetery near Abernant, Alabama. The gravestone is inscribed: 


Lemuel S. Hosmer - April 25, 1869 - Oct. 29, 1957 
Sarah L. Hosmer - Sept. 18, 1871 - June 1, 1926 


VI. Margaret L. Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann Pernecia 
Lawrence Murry, was born March 18, 1868 and died March 10, 1945 at the age of 77. 
Margaret L. Murry was married to Elisha A. F. "Doc" Herring in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 
They were married November 10, 1886 at the residence of W. A. Murry. The marriage 
ceremony was performed by Noble Herring, Justice of the Peace. (Marriage Record Book 3, 
page 359) Elisha Herring was born April 12, 1862 and died October 7, 1927. Elisha and 
Margaret Herring are buried in the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church Cemetery near Abernant and 
Yolanda, Alabama. All the information is listed on the tombstone, except for the death date. 
A Masonic emblem is inscribed on Elisha’s tombstone. This Pleasant Grove Cemetery is what 
you think a cemetery should be like. There are flowers planted around the gate and white 
wrought iron benches under shade trees and where you can sit and think your peaceful thoughts. 


1910 Census, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama 
Herring, Elisha, head, age 48, married 24 yrs, b. Ala. 
Margaret L, wife, age 43, married 24 yrs, 6 children, 6 living 
Dwight, son, age 17 
Oscar, son, age 14 
Clay, son, age 2 
Herring, Elisha D., father, age 74, married 57 yrs, 
3 children, 3 ving 
Bettie, wife - mother, age 80 yrs 
Murry, Pernicie, mother-in-law, age 73, 10 children, 8 living 


Elisha A. F. and Margaret L. Murry Herring children: 
VLI. Dwight Elisha Herring, son of Elisha A. F. and Margaret L. Murry Herring, was 
born in 1893 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He married Ola _?__ and they had two children, 
a son and a daughter. I have no information on the son: 
VI-1a. Gloria Herring, daughter of Dwight Elisha and Ola Herring, married _? Hughes 
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and they have a Town and Country Store in Birmingham. 

VI-2. Oscar E. Herring, son of Elisha A. F. and Margaret L. Murry Herring, was born 
1896 in Tuscaloosa County, married _? _ and had one child while living in Yolanda, Alabama. 
They later moved to Birmingham. | 
VI-3. J. Wheeler Herring, son of Elisha A. F. and Margaret L. Murry Herring, was born 
in 1902 married and lived in Yolanda, a mining town. They have one child who lives in 
Birmingham. 

VI-4. Dawson Clay, daughter of Elisha A. F. and Margaret L. Murry Herring, was born 
in 1908. They have no children. 

VI-5. Petty P. Herring, daughter of Elisha A. F. and Margaret L. Murry Herring, married 
_?.. After their marriage they lived for awhile in Yolanda where a child was born. 

VI-6. Nancy Herring, daughter of Elisha A. F. and Margaret L. Murry Herring, married 
_? and they had three children. 

VI-7. Willie Herring, son of Elisha A. F. and Margaret L. Murry Herring, married __? 
and there was one child of this marriage. 


Obituary - May 12, 1945 - Margaret L. Murry Herring, age 77 passed away Friday A.M. at the 
residence 1516 13th Avenue, Bessemer, Alabama. Survived by two daughters, Mrs. W. T. Kent 
of Adonsville, Alabama and Mrs. C. R. Johnson. Tuscaloosa, Alabama; five sons, D. E. Herring 
and 0. E. Herring of Birmingham; J. W. Herring, H. C. Herring and P. 0. Herring of Bessemer, 
Alabama; three sisters, Mrs. D. S. Hosmer of Geraldine, Alabama; Mrs. Tera Martin of Centre- 
ville, Alabama and Mrs. L, L. Parsons of Abernant, Alabama; fourteen grandchildren. Funeral 
services Sunday at 2 p.m. from the West Side Baptist Church. The Rev. C. 0. Sewall and the 
Rev. Sid Smith officiating. Interment in Pleasant Grove Cemetery, near Yolande, Alabama. 
Jacobs in charge. (Birmingham News) 


VII. Rebecca Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann Pernecia 
Lawrence Murry, was born in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama in 1870, died in January of 1931 
(her age 61 on obituary). Rebecca Murry married Richard Lafayette Shamblin in 1888. Richard 
Lafayette Shamblin was born in Tuscaloosa County in April of 1867 and died September 17, 
1946. He was a member of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church. Their children: 
VIl-1. Molly Shamblin, born in 1891 married Foster Mills 
VI-2. Dr. W. G. Shamblin, born in 1893 married Rebecca Aurelia Cummuns. 
VII-3. Dr. Roscoe Shamblin, born in 1904, died March 25, 1961, married Martha 
Charlotte Avery. 
Vil-4. Dr. John Shamblin, born in 1896, married Lucille Smith. 
Vil-5. Dr. Dawson Shamblin, born July 23, 1906, married Mary Peggy Wilson. 
VII-6. Festus Murry Shamblin, born in 1901, married Millia Prince. He died of a heart 
attack in April of 1964 at age of 63. 

Lafayette Shamblin married second time, in 1939, to Florence Montgomery. They had 
no children. Lafayette Shamblin was Sheriff of Tuscaloosa County for many years. 
VII. Josephine "Josie" W. Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann 
Pernecia Lawrence Murry, was born August 29, 1871 and died July 9, 1960. Josephine married 
first time Lelas Parsons, who was a Justice of the Peace and lived near Abernant, Alabama. 
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1910 Tuscaloosa County Census Family #339 

Parsons, Lelus, Head, age 38, born Ala, married 16 years, occupation clerk, commissary 
Josie, wife, born Ala, married 16 years, 2 children, 2 living 
Reed, son, age 13, born Ala 
Bertha, dau, age 3, born Ala 


Lelas and Josephine Parsons had two children: 
VIII-1. Reed Parsons was 10 years older that his sister. He never married 
Vill-2. Bertha Parsons married a _? _ Kendrick and they had one child who lives in 
Bessemer, Alabama. 

Josie Murry Parsons married the second time to __? Snow. Lelus and Josie Murry 
Parsons were buried in the Pleasant Grove Cemetery near Yolanda and Abernant, Alabama. 
Tombstones inscribed as follows: 


Lelus L. Parsons - April. 21, 1871 - July 15, 1961 
Josie Parsons - August 29, 1871 - July 9, 1960 


IX. Ninette Tieri Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann Penecia 
Lawrence Murry, was born in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama in 1874 and died December 26, 
1947. Tieri Murry was listed as Ninette on a census record. Ninette Tieri Murry married John 
W. Norwood the first time and lived in Centreville, Alabama. They were married February 11, 
1886. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 3, page 318) After the death of her husband, 
John Norwood, she married the second time to James Martin. James Martin was a preacher. 
They lived in Centreville, Alabama. James and Ninette Tiera Murry Martin had one son, Roy 
Martin who married _?_ and they had two children and also lived in Centreville. Tieri Martin 
was listed on the obituary of her sister, Margaret L. Murry Herring, on May 12, 1945. John 
W. and Ninette Tieri Murry Norwood had two children: 

IX-1. Rush Norwood, son of John W. and Ninette Tiera Murry Norwood, married and they 
had one child. 

IX-2. Anna Belle Norwood, daughter of John W. and Ninette Tiera Murry Norwood, 
married and they had four children. 

X. Lucandy "Candy Lou" Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann 
Pernecia Lawrence Murry, born September 10, 1878 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, married 
Daniel Sylvester Hosmer on February 27, 1900 at the bride’s home. The marriage ceremony 
was performed by the Rev. J. N. Walker, Minister of the Gospel. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage 
Record Book 5, page 406) They lived in Crossville, DeKalb County, Alabama, however, in 
later years they lived on Sand Mountain. I think Sand Mountain is also in DeKalb County, 
Alabama. Daniel Sylvester and Lucandy Murry Hosmer children, nine boys and one girl - I 
have the names of only seven: 

X-1. Herman Hosmer, no children, lived in Fort Payne, Alabama. 

X-2. Murry Hosmer married and lived in Crossville, Alabama. They had three children. 
X-3. Lillian Hosmer married and they had one child. They lived in Tuscaloosa , Alabama. 
X-4. Dwight Hosmer never married. 

X-5. Ed Hosmer never married. He once slept an entire month. I do not know if this was 
caused by an illness or an injury or if it resulted in his death. 


84 


X-6. Ross Hosmer never married. 
X-7. Dawson Hosmer never married. 

I am indebted to Mrs. Ola Johnson of Decatur, Alabama for information on William A. 
J. Murry and Pernecia Lawrence. Mrs. Johnson is doing this work for her aunt whose husband, 
Marvin Isaac Hosmer, was a descendant of William and Pernecia Lawrence Murry. Before he 
died Marvin Isaac Hosmer left some notes about the family. Quoting from Mrs. Johnson: 


Joel came from Tennessee and his wife Mahala Oswalt came from Holland. Marvin Isaac Hosmer 
was the son of Lemuel Silas Hosmer and his first wife Mahalie Ellen Murry (probably named for her 
grandmother). Lemuel Silas Hosmer and Mahalie Ellen Murry were married December 25, 1890. They 
had two children, Marvin Isaac and Emma Pernicie. Marvin Isaac married Temperance Irene McCulley 
October 8, 1918 in Jackson County, Alabama, and Emma Pernecie married David Solomon Franklin July 
25, 1915 in Tuscaloosa County Alabama. Mahalie Ellen Murry was the daughter of William A. J. Murry 
and Margaret Pernicie Lawrence. Margaret Pernicie Lawrence Murry was the daughter of Joel and 
Mahalie Oswalt Lawrence. Joel and Mahalie were married in Tuscaloosa County 18th May 1828 by Joab 


Pratt M.G. 
We believe that Marvin Isaac Hosmer got the notes he wrote down before his death, in 1944, from 


his Grandmother Margaret Pernecie Lawrence Murry who was born June 6, 1834 and died September 16, 
1923. We got a death certificate for her and it only cited her father’s name as Joel Lawrence. William 
Andrew Jackson Murry and Margaret Lawrence Murry had ten girls and no sons. I got all their names 
from a deed citing the Murry heirs. Marvin Isaac Hosmer and Temperance McCulley had one son whom 
they named Frazier Oswalt after the maternal and paternal grandmothers. Marvin Isaac Hosmer’s mother, 
Mahalie, and Ellen Murry and Rebecca Murry Shamblin were sisters. 


FOUR - John Jefferson Murry, son of John and Elizabeth Caldwell Murry, was born 
January 30, 1843 in Georgia. He married Louisa L. E. "Lizzie" Pearson on February 24, 1867 
at the residence of his brother, William A. J. Murry. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. McMath, Precinct 12, family #64-66, page 8 
Murry, John J., age 25, b. Ga, farming 

Louisa, age 23 

Cordelia, age 1 


At some later time, John Jefferson Murry moved with his family to Crowley, Arkansas, 
but they had returned to Tuscaloosa County by April 25, 1882 for on that date he signed as 
witness the application for a pension for his stepmother Jane Pierson Murry. His age and 
address were given "John J. Murry, Coaling, age 39." 

I located a book in the Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Court House listing men who 
enlisted from Tuscaloosa County in the War for Southern Independence. The name of J. J. 
Murry is included in this record. He enlisted at age 18 into Adam’s Company, 36th Regt., 
Alabama Inf. John Jefferson Murry’s brother, William Andrew Jackson Murry, was recorded 
as enlisting at age 19 and serving in this same unit. John Jefferson and Louisa L. E. Lizzie 
Pearson Murry had children: 

I. Janey Murry. 

If. Lizzie Murry. 

If. Cordelia "Deli" Murry was born in 1869 in Alabama. 
IV. John Murry. 
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CHILDREN of JOHN MURRY and SARAH JANE PIERSON MURRY (second wife) 
FIVE - Margaret F. Murry, daughter of John and Jane Pierson Murry, was born in 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama on April 26, 1884, died February 21, 1909 and was buried at 
Union Cemetery. Margaret F. Murry married Jesse Washington Kizziah December 20, 1877. 
(Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) Jesse Washington Kizziah was born March 19, 1857 
and died December 25, 1919 and is buried in Union Cemetery. Jesse Washington and Margaret 
F. Murry Kizziah had eleven children. More information about the Jesse Washington and 
Margaret Frances Murry Kizziah family is presented in the next chapter of this book. 


1900 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 13, P. 0. Vance, Family #81 
Kizziah, Jesse, Head, b. Mar 1857, age 43, b. Ala 
Margaret, wife, b. Apr 1859, age 41, b. Ala 
John T., son, b. Dec 1878, age 21, b. Ala 
Maggie, dau, b. Oct 1884, age 14, b. Ala 
Anna B., dau, b. Jan 1887, age 13, b. Ala 
Roscoe, son, b. May 1889, age 11, b. Ala 
Jesse, son, b. July 1891, age 8, b. Ala 
Ola, dau, Aug 1893, age 6, b. Ala 
Ida, dau, b. Mar 1896, age 4, b. Ala 
Sterlie, son, b. Apr 1898, age 2, b. Ala 


The 1900 Census lists Jesse and Margaret with eight of their eleven children. There is 
a son listed as Jesse Kizziah, but I have it on good authority that they had no son named Jesse. 
Also, a daughter, Sarah Jane born in 1881, and a son, Marshall Chester Kizziah, were not listed. 


CHILDREN of JESSE WASHINGTON KIZZIAH and 

| MARGARET FRANCES MURRY KIZZIAH 
ONE - John "Johnny" Thomas Kizziah, eldest son of Jesse Washington and Margaret 
F. Murry Kizziah, was born December 1, 1878 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He died July 
27, 1948 and is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, previously called Rock Bluff Cemetery, near 
Vance, Alabama. Johnny Kizziah was married to Alice Morris Caraway from Meridian, 
Mississippi December 8, 1907. Alice was born July 10, 1885, died August 31, 1964 and is 
buried in Evergreen Cemetery. John Thomas Kizziah and Alice Morris Caraway had ten 
children. The first four children were born in Meridian. Their children: 
I. John Caraway Kizziah, son of John R. and Alice Caraway Kizziah was born August 2, 
1908 in Meridian, Mississippi and died November 20, 1970. He married Rosa Belle Calvert 
June 8, 1929. She was born April 16, 1911. They were divorced February 1969. Their 
children: 
I-1. John William Kizziah was born September 5, 1930. He married Janelle Pierce. She 
was born November 15, 1933. John W. Kizziah and Janelle Pierce had children: 
I-a. Jan Leigh Kizziah was born August 12, 1963. 
I-1b. Jill Lynn Kizziah was born November 6, 1965. 
I-1e. John Michel Kizziah was born September 23, 1968. 
I. Alice Wilma Kizziah, daughter of John T. and Alice Caraway Kizziah, was born 
November 5, 1909 in Meridian, Mississippi and died June 13, 1979. Alice Wilma Kizziah 


married Raymond _?_ ie 
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Harvey Maxwell who was born January 30, 1909 and died August 31, 1947. Raymond Harvey 
and Alice Wilma Kizziah Maxwell’s children: 

M-1. Mary Alice Maxwell, daughter of Raymond Harvey and Alice Wilma Kizziah 
Maxwell, was born June 14, 1933 and married Coy Morgan Lindsey on January 12, 1951. Coy 
Lindsey was born June 8, 1932. Their children: 

II-la. Coy Morgan Lindsey, Jr. was born February 20, 1954. 

Il-1b. Terri Denise Lindsey born June 11, 1955. She married and they have a daughter: 
1. Stacy Lindsey was born April 24, 1975. 

Il-2. Betty Sue Maxwell, daughter of Raymond Harvey and Alice Wilma Kizziah 
Maxwell, was born August 5, 1934. She married Galen D. Whitehead January 15, 1955. He 
was born May 22, 1931. Their children: 

Il-2a. Susan Gail Whitehead was born December 3, 1955 and married December 19, 1980 
to William Arthur Mathews. Their daughter: 

l. Jessica Whitehead Mathews. 

II-2b. Galen Delno Whitehead was born January 9, 1960 and married October 1980. They 
were divorced and he married the second time Mechel Renea Parker on February 17, 1984. 
I-2c. Morris Maxwell Whitehead was born March 17, 1962 and married Keroleona 
Dockery May 26, 1984. 

Il-3. James Thomas Maxwell, son of Raymond Harvey and Alice Wilma Kizziah Maxwell, 
was born November 23, 1936. 

II-4, Margaret Ann Maxwell, daughter of Raymond Harvey and Alice Wilma Kizziah 
Maxwell, was born February 27, 1940 and died February 22, 1941. 

II-S. Lucy Jane Maxwell, daughter of Raymond Harvey and Alice Wilma Kizziah 
Maxwell, was born August 19, 1942 and married John Robertson May 7, 1971. He was born 
May 2, 1935. They were divorced. 

IT-6. Ramon Stanley Maxwell, son of Raymond Harvey and Alice Wilma Kizziah 
Maxwell, was born May 30, 1944 and married Linda Hallman August 29, 1969. Linda was 
born March 17, 1947. Their children: 

Il-6a. Tina Maxwell was born September 13, 1967. She was adopted. 

II-6b. Stanley Thomas Maxwell was born March 28, 1970. 

HI. Thomas Douglas Kizziah, son of John T. and Alice Caraway Kizziah, was born july 
25, 1912 in Meridian, Mississippi. Thomas Douglas was six years old when they moved back 
to Vance, Alabama. Thomas Douglas Kizziah married Mary Louise Reid September 25. 1932. 
Louise was born August 16, 1915. Douglas and Mary Louise have one son. Louise’s ancestors 
were German. She wrote me that her father built the first cotton gin in Vance. He had a 
machine shop and auto repair shop. She also wrote that she remembered Dr. Wilbern Lawrence 
very well and he and her Dad were friends. Her father drove Aunt Abbie Lawrence to the 
hospital when Peggy Ruth was born. Mary Louise Reid’s mother was Lulu Hogan. Lulu 
Hogan’s brother, Dr. Robert Hogan, was shot down over Germany during W.W.II, and was a 
prisoner-of-war for two and one half years and finally was termed dead. The TV show 
"Hogan’s Heroes" was based on Robert Hogan’s experiences in a P.O.W. camp. Thomas 
Douglas and Mary Louise Reid Kizziah have one son: 

Il-1. Jack Cornelius Kizziah was born November 1, 1933 and married Billie Ruth Hall 
October 9, 1954. Billie Ruth was born December 8, 1934. They have a son: 


87 


Ill-la. Thomas Patton Kizziah was born February 17, 1960. He married in 1983. 

IV. Mary Bernice Kizziah, daughter of John Thomas and Alice Caraway Kizziah was born 
in Meridian, Mississippi on April 9, 1914 and died October 25, 1983. She married Clyde 
Robinson December 26, 1934. They were divorced. Mary Bernice married the second time 
Peyton L. Morrell on December 12, 1942. Peyton was born January 1, 1903 and died March 
12, 1966. 

V. Sara Frances Kizziah, daughter of John Thomas and Alice Caraway Kizziah. was born 
August 9, 1917. She married John Barnard Smith December 24, 1938. He was born December 
30, 1914. They had children: 

V-1. Infant born and died January 29, 1940 

V-2. Martha Virginia Smith was born January 23, 1942 and she married Carl Leopold Hess 
November 2, 1963. He was born November 12, 1934. Their children: 

V-2a. Jennifer Lee Hess was born May 6, 1965. 

V-2b. | Charles Bernard Hess was born June 16, 1967. 

V-3. Bernadine Smith, daughter of John B. and Sara Frances Kizziah Smith, was born 
October 19, 1943. She married James Andrew Roberts May 29, 1965. He was born July 12, 
1936. Their children: 

V-3a. James Andrew Roberts was born March 19, 1966. 

V-3b. Dena Jo Roberts was born October 29, 1969. 

V-2c. Alisa Jane Roberts was born February 29, 1972. 

V-4. John Bernard Smith, Jr., son of John B. and Sara Kizziah Smith was born August 2, 
1950. He married Wanda Lynn Phillips December 22, 1972. She was born February 4, 1952. 
They had children: 

V-4a. Shena Leigh Smith was born August 20, 1976. 

V-4b. Jason Andrew Smith was born September 26, 1979. 

VI. George Morgan Kizziah, son of John Thomas and Alice Caraway Kizziah, was born 
August 9, 1920, died December 17, 1954 and is buried in Evergreen Cemetery. He married 
Brazzie Mae Humphreys. She was born November 21, 1926. They had children: 

VI-1. | Georgianna, daughter of George M. and Brazzie Mae Humphreys Kizziah, was born 
July 29, 1950. She married David Poole. They had children: 

VI-1a. Misty Dawn Poole was born July 13, 1969. 

VI-1b. Son, born March 21, 1979. 

VI-2. Ruby Bernice Kizziah, daughter of George M. and Brazzie Mae Humphreys Kizziah, 
was born February 3, 1955. She married Joe Williams. They are divorced. 

Vil. William "Bill" Washington Kizziah, son of John Thomas and Alice Caraway Kizziah, 
was born September 21, 1922 and died January 29, 1959. He never married. Bill Kizziah is 
buried in Evergreen Cemetery near Vance, Alabama. 

VII. James Davis Kizziah, son of John Thomas and Alice Caraway Kizziah, was born 
June 28, 1924. He married the second time Myrtle Campbell Free. She was born September 
29, 1933. Their children: 

VIII-1. Valcine Kizziah was born October 18, 1951 and was married November 27, 1980 
to James Banks. 

VIII-2. Thomas Spencer Kizziah was born October 10, 1966. 

IX. Robert Morris Kizziah, son of John Thomas and Alice Caraway Kizziah, was born 
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August 23, 1927 and died November 8, 1947. Robert Kizziah is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, 
near Vance, Alabama. He never married. 

X. Gene Edwin Kizziah, son of John Thomas and Alice Caraway Kizziah, was born 
September 2, 1929 and married Hattie Hutchinson March 27, 1950. Mattie Hutchinson was 
born May 26, 1932. 

X-1. Robert Edwin Kizziah was born August 20, 1952 and married Teri Lisa Wright on 
January 5, 1974. She was born September 14, 1952. They have children: 

X-la. Jonathan Matthew Kizziah was born August 11, 1977. 

X-1b. Daughter, born August 5, 198 

X-2. Pamela Kay Kizziah was born December 12, 1954. She married Donald Powell 
November 1971. He was born July 16, 1952. Their children: 

X-2a. Oliver Brantly Powell was born July 1, 1972. 

X-2b. Daniel Lavert Powell was born October 18, 1975. 

X-2c. Rodney Wayne Kizziah was born May 10, 1963. 

TWO - Sarah Jane Kizziah, daughter of Jesse Washington and Margaret Frances Murry 
Kizziah, was born June 9, 1881 and died July 21, 1956. Sarah Jane Kizziah married William 
Jasper Martin on December 21, 1903. William Jasper Martin was born May 13, 1878 and died 
October 16, 1950. William Jasper and Sarah Jane Kizziah Martin had children: 

I. Jessie Washington Martin, son of William Jasper and Sarah Jane Kizzian Martin, was 
born May 22, 1902 and died February 19, 1943. They had children: 

I-i. James Earl Martin 

I-2. Twins, Johnny and Lula, born April 11, 1906 and died April 11, 1906. 

I-3. Twins born September 7, 1907 and died December 16, 1907. 

I. John Henry Martin, son of William Jasper and Sarah Jane Kizziah Martin, was born 
October 29, 1911 and died September 28, 1983. He married first time Vera Mink and second 
time Aline Jones and they have a daughter: 

II-1. Billie Sue Martin married _? Robbins. 

MI. Freddie Martin, daughter of William Jasper and Sarah Jane Kizziah Martin, was born 
March 15, 1915 and died September 23, 1984. She married _? _ Montgomery who was killed 
in a train wreck. 


Obituary - Funeral services for Mrs. Freddie M. Montgomery, 69 of Brookwood who died Tuesday at 
Druid City Hospital will be at 11 a.m. Thursday at the East Brookwood Missionary Baptist Church. the 
Rev. Cary Youngblood will officiate with burial in the Tuscaloosa Memorial Park Cemetery. Hayes 


Chapel Funeral Home directing. 
Survivors include two sons, Jimmy Montgomery, Cottondale and Charlie Montgomery, Vance; a daughter, 
Mrs. Pat Cooley, Vance; a sister, Mrs Evelyn Stewart, McCalla; 17 grandchildren and other relatives. 


Children of Mr. Montgomery and Freddie Martin Montgomery: 

Ill-1. James Montgomery was born November 28, 1943 and married Charlotte Miller. They 
had children: 

Hi-ia. Allen Montgomery was born in 1966. 

Ill-1b. Danny Montgomery was born 1968 and died in 1974. He was drowned. 

Ill-2.. J. W. Montgomery married Linda Sue Martin. They had a daughter, Jessica. 

IlI-3. Patricia Montgomery married Johnny Cooley. They had children: 
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Iil-3a. Amber Cooley 

IlI-3b. Crystal Cooley 

Ill-3d. Daniel Cooley 

H-4. Gail Montgomery married Eugene Poe and they had a son: 

Il-4a. Derrick Poe, born 1973 

1-5. Charlie Montgomery, son of _? _ and Freddie Martin Montgomery. 

IV. Evelyn Martin, daughter of William J asper and Sara Jane Kizziah Martin, married Joe 
Pierson. They were divorced and Evelyn married second time _? _ Stewart. 

THREE - Rosa Kizziah, daughter of Jesse Washington and Margaret F. Murry Kizziah, was 
born March 23, 1882 and died April 16, 1964. She was married on January 8, 1899 to W. 
"Will" Pierson. They were married at the residence of the bride’s parents. Rosa was married 
the second time to W. T. Barksdale on November 28, 1918. (Tuscaloosa County marriage 
records) W. "Will" and Rosa Kizziah Pierson had children: 

I. Herman Pierson, son of W. "Will" and Rosa Kizziah Pierson, was born July 4, 1905 
and died September 28, 1905. 

Il. May Pierson, daughter of W. "Will" and Rosa Kizziah Pierson, married Rodney 
Parsons, Rodney died December 11, 1977. Their children: 

Il-1. Virginia Parsons was born July 24, 1925. She married Charles Waldrup March 15, 
1951. Charles Waldrup was born November 13, 1922. Virginia and Charles Waldrup had 
children: 

Il-la. Charles Hayfield Waldrup married and they had a daughter, Alisa Rae Waldrup. 
Il-1b. Deborah Jean Waldrup married and they had a son Joshua Ward. 

II-2. Robert Parsons was born September 5, 1928. He married Joyce Kizziah and they 
had two children. 

Il. Margaret Barksdale, daughter of W. T. and Rosa Kizziah Barksdale, married Ladel 
Howell. Their children: 

IlI-1. Pat Howell 

W-2. Judy Howell 

I-3. John Howell 

FOUR - Maggie Kizziah, daughter of Jessie Washington and Margaret F. Murry Kizziah 
was born October 26, 1884 in Alabama and died February 21, 1905. She is buried in the Rock 
Bluff Cemetery. Maggie Kizziah never married. 

FIVE - Anna Bella "Annie" Kizziah, daughter of Jesse Washington and Margaret F. 
Murry Kizziah, was born January 27, 1887 in Alabama and died October 17, 1974. She married 
Thomas Sidney Deason. Thomas Deason was born August 22, 1883 and died December 18, 
1971. They had three daughters. 

I. Eula M. Deason, daughter of Thomas Sidney and Anna Belle Kizziah Deason, was born 
June 3, 1912 and married James Clark Reid February 9, 1929. James Reid died October 28, 
1967. They had children: 

I-1. Ferrell Anne Reid was born September 15, 1930 and married Joseph Francis Wrigley 
on July 31, 1948. Their children: 

I-la. Margaret Ferrell Wrigley was born November 27, 1949. 

I-1b. Jo Ann Dale Wrigley was born August 6, 1953. 

I-1c. | Mary Kimberley Wrigley was born May 5, 1959. 
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I-1d. James Joseph Wrigley was born April 26, 1963. 

I-2. Mary Jacquelyn Reid was born March 24, 1942 and married Richard Rhodes October 
6, 1975. Their child: 

I-2a. Rebecca Kay Rhodes was born November 26,1977. 

I-3. Thomas Deason Reid was born February 6, 1946. He married Joann Richmond June 
4, 1973 and they had children: 

I-3a. | Thomas Jeffery Reid was born October 8, 1974. 

I-3b. Steven Michele Reid was born December 24, 1976. 

I. Jackie Belle Deason, daughter of Thomas Sidney and Anna Belle Kizziah Deason, was 
born June 15, 1914 and married Chester 0. Walker October 11, 1940. Their children: 

II-1. | Raymond Deason Walker was born October 17, 1942. He married Kathy Van Der 
November 23,1968. Their son: 

Il-la. David Deason Walker, was born December 7, 1972. 

H-2. Mary Chester Walker, twin of Jacqueline Ann Walker, was born July 13, 1948. 
Mary married David A. Blackwell March 4, 1970. Their child: 

Il-2a. Thomas Allen Blackwell born September 22, 1977. 

II-3. Jacqueline Ann Walker, twin to Mary Chester Walker, was born July 13, 1948. She 
married Hugh Gibbs Quarles September 27, 1969. They were divorced. Jacqueline married 
second time to Hubert _? and there are two children. 

mI. Mary Helen Deason, daughter of Thomas Sidney and Anna Belle Kizziah Deason, was 
born April 19, 1918. She married George D. Howton August 16, 1938. George Howton died 
February 16, 1984. Their children: 

IlI-1. Georgianna Howton was born March 11, 1952. Georgianna was adopted July 1952. 
She married Lester E. Surrock May 18, 1974. 

Their children: 

I-la. Blakney Surrock 

IH-1b. John Thomas Surrock | 

IV. Thomas Freeman Deason, son of Anna Belle Kizziah and Thomas Sidney Deason was 
born April 3, 1920 and died March 2, 1945. He 

served in W.W.II in the Netherlands East Indies in the South Pacific. He never married. 
SIX - Rosco Kizziah, son of Jesse Washington Kizziah and Margaret Murry, was born May 
2, 1889 and died June 2, 1911 of typhoid fever. He is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, near 
Vance, Alabama. Rosco was working for Railway Express Company in Meridian, Mississippi 
when he died. He was staying with Sara’s family in Meridian. 

SEVEN - Marshall Chester Kizziah, son of Jesse Washington and Margaret F. Murry 
Kizziah, was born July 1, 1890 and died July 12, 1968. He married Maude Hertzog. She was 
born February 1, 1899 and died September 30, 1977. They had a son: 

I. Marshall C. Kizziah Jr. married Marilyn Johnson. Their children: Carol, Kevin, 
Kathleen, Kimberly, Kasey, Kelly, Kristin and Keith Kizziah. 

EIGHT - Theola "Ola" Kizziah, daughter of Jesse Washington and Margaret F. Murry 
Kizziah, was born August 31, 1893 in Tuscaloosa County. She married Lloyd L. Snyder and 
they lived in Birmingham, Alabama. Ola was living as of March 26, 1985. They had children: 
I. Helen Laine Snyder was born September 2, 1915. She married Louis Coleman Smith 
on September 3, 1937. Louis Coleman Smith died November 18, 1967. She was married the 
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second time to Frederic E. Hackworth. Children of Louis Coleman and Helen Snyder Smith: 
I-1. Louis Coleman Smith, Jr. was born August 4, 1939 and married Bonnie Faye Dukes 
November 14, 1959. They have three children: 

I-1a. Louis Coleman Smith III was born September 29, 1962. 

I-1b. Ricky Roy Smith was born January 20, 1964. 

I-ic. Jeffery Eric Bryon Smith was born May 25, 1965. 

1-2. Curtis Floyd Snyder was born October 30, 1917 and died September 19, 1978. He 
married Margaret Wynn. Their children: 

I-2a. Sandra Snyder 

I-2b. Mary Helen Snyder 

I-2c. Wane Snyder 

I-2d. Reed Snyder 

I-3. Marvin Felton Snyder was born August 3, 1931 and died August 17, 1968. He married 
Maurine Luckie and they had a son: 

I-3a. Lucky was born April 15, 1952. 

NINE - Ida Kizziah, daughter of Jesse Washington and Margaret Frances Murry Kizziah, 
was born March 21, 1896 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died January 23, 1919. She 
married Murray F. Smith and he died in 1976. They had a son: 

I. Joe Frank Smith was born September 28, 1915. He was married twice. 

TEN - Sterling Dewey Kizziah, son of Jessie Washington and Margaret F. Murry 
Kizziah, was born April 24, 1898 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Sterling married Dessie 
Godwin. She died September 12, 1978. Sterling Dewey Kizziah married the second time to 
Brazzie Ison on February 28, 1979. Sterling Kizziah was 87 years old on April 24, 1985. 
Children of Sterling Dewey and Dessie Godwin Kizziah: 

I. Sterling D. Kizziah, Jr. married Orlene McCormack. They had no children. 

II. Percy Godwin Kizziah married and they had children. 

1-1. Allen Brian Kizziah married Wanda Jo Upchurch April 14, 1984. I have the names 
of only two children: 

II-la. Stanley Kizziah was born March 4, 1924. He married Daisy Perrigin. She was born 
July 20, 1924. Their child: 

1. Jeffrey Edwin Kizziah was born October 28, 1959 and died May 28, 1981. 

Il-1b. Myrna Kizziah married Harold Mitchell. They had three children: 

1. Gregg Mitchell. He is married. 

2. Mike Mitchell. He is married. 

3. Lisa Mitchell married in 1983. 

ELEVEN - Lou Ethel Kizziah, daughter of Jesse Washington and Margaret Murry Kizziah, 
was born July 10, 1900 after the 1900 census was taken, therefore not listed on the 1900 census. 
She married Louis Clarence Burns February 25, 1917. The marriage ceremony was performed 
by Rev. H. F. Martin. There was a note requesting that the license be issued, signed by Jesse 
Kizziah, the father of the bride-to-be. Clarence Burns was born September 5, 1896 and died 
September 13, 1932. Lou Ethel died February 24, 1985. They had children: 

I. Frances Burns, daughter of Louis Clarence and Lou Ethel Kizziah Burns, was born 
January 5, 1918. She married Luther C. Cannon and they had children: 

I-1. Diane Cannon was born February 10, 1937 and married James A. Nabors III August 22, 
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1965. They have a daughter: 
I-1a. Melisia Deane Nabors was born August 13. 1967. 
I-2. Luther C. "Billy" Cannon was born September 27, 1938 and married Patricia Clark July 
25, 1966. Their children: 
I-2a. Christopher Cannon was born January 18, 1969. 
I-2b. Michelle Cannon was born January 25, 1972. 

After the death of her husband, Luther C. Cannon, Frances Burns married Kenneth B. 
Hall. Children of Kenneth B. and Frances Burns Hall; 
i. Kenneth B. Hall, Jr. was born December 29, 1957. 
I. Jesse Tucker Burns, son of Louis Clarence and Lou Ethel Kizziah Burns, was born 
November 8, 1921 and married Coleen Epps October 24, 1942. Coleen died July 12, 1969. 
Children of Jesse and Coleen Burns: 
Il-1. Shirley Ann Burns was born May 19, 1943 and married first _? Butz and second 
time _? Basler. There were children: 
II-la. Tracy 
II-1b. Christopher 
I-2. James William Burns was born June 17, 1944. He married and there was a son: 
Ii-2a. Robert Burns. 
SIX - Georgia Ann Murry, daughter of John and Jane Pierson Murry, was born December 
19, 1860 and died January 9, 1889. 
SEVEN - Marshall W. Murry, son of John and Jane Pierson Murry, was born January 9, 1865, 
in Woodstock, Alabama, died April 6, 1941 and is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery, 
Brookwood, Alabama. Marshall W. Murry married Ida Rebecca Lewis January 22, 1892. J. 
A. Williams. Justice of the Peace performed the wedding ceremony in Brookwood. (Tuscaloosa 
County Marriage Record Book 4, page 267) Ida Rebecca Lewis was born February 11, 1872, 
died August 24, 1957 is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, Alabama. Marshall 
Murry built a house in his back yard for his mother, Jane, to live in. She died in that house. 
Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry had children: 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census. Brookwood Precinct, family #155-159 
Murry, Marshall, Head, age 45, b. Ala, married 18 years, father b. Ga., mother b. Ala, occupation coal 
miner 

Ida, wife, age 38, married 18 years, b. Tenn, father and mother b. Ga 

Glenn, dau, age 17, b. Ala 

Hazel, dau, age 16, b. Ala 

Georgia, dau, age 11, b. Ala 

John, son, age 9, b. Ala 

Della, dau, age 7, b. Ala 

Edward, son, age 9/12. b. Ala 


I. Glenn Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, was born 
December 20, 1892, died August 23, 1922 and is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery. She was 
not married. Lorene Steelman Talton told me Glenn Murry was the most beautiful girl she had 


ever seen. 
IE. Sarah Hazel Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, was born 
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in 1894, according to the 1910 Census, married Martin Luther Hosmer on September 25 1927. 
Sarah Hazel Murry Hosmer died August 24, 1983 and is buried by her husband in the 
Tuscaloosa Cemetery. They had one son: 

Il-1. M.L. Hosmer Jr. is married and they have two children, one of whom is: 

Ii-1a Jami Allison Hosmer, born April 21, 1975. 

II. Georgina Frances Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, born 
in 1899, married Fred A. Hasty February 25, 1924. They had a son: 

IlI-1. Fred A. Hasty Jr. married Opal Martin November 25, 1950. Their children: 

Il-1la. Fred A. Hasty II. 

Ill-1b. Barbara Carol Hasty. 

IV. John M. Murry, son of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, was born in 1901 
and married Sadie E. Weaver February 15, 1924. Their children: 

IV-1. John Marshall Murry, Jr. married Nancy Day. Their children: 

IV-1a. Robert Albert Murry. 

IV-1b. Elizabeth Mitchell Murry. 

IV-1c. Nancy Susan Murry. 

IV-2. Louis Rutledge Murry is married. Their children: 

IV-2a. Louis Rutledge Murry, Jr. married Leigh Callahan in December of 1970 

IV-2b. Michael Doyle Murry married Bonnie Burns on April 24, 1976. 

V. Dell Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, born in 1903 
married Jess Edwards. He worked for the Post Office Department. They had one child, a 
daughter. 

VI. Edward Nash Murry, son of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, was born July 
22, 1908 in Brookwood, Alabama, died June 11, 1974. He married Anna Belle Martin February 
8, 1938. The marriage ceremony was performed by his father, Marshall W. Murry, Justice of 
the Peace. Anabelle Martin Murry was born September 13, 1914 and died August 13, 1964. 
Edward Nash and Anabelle Martin Murry are buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery. 

VII. Verna Maxine Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, married 
Thermon Hinson Jackson August 29, 1931. He died in 1963. They had two children: 

VII-1. Maxine Joyce Jackson born 1932 married Dr. William Floyd Hadden in 1959 in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. They adopted two children: 

VIl-1a. Stanford Hadden. 

VII-1b. Heather Hadden. 

VII-2. Thermon H. Jackson, Jr. was born May 10, 1934. He married Marilyn Stewart in 
1963. They have children: 

Vil-2a. Thermon Jackson III. 

VI-2b. Jason Jackson. 

VII-2c. Melissa Jackson who is adopted. 

VIII. <Kenvin Sairless Murry, son of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, married 
Mary Lou Coffield on October 9, 1935. She was born in Hodges, Alabama. They have no 
children. Ken is retired and he and Mary Lou live in Birmingham. 

EIGHT - _? _ child of John and Jane Pierson Murry. 
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Chapter 6 
WILLIAM CRIDER, SR. and TERESA RAY CRIDER 


William Crider was born about 1790 in Kentucky and is known to have been in 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama by 1819, married there in 1823 and died ca 1836. 

William Crider, Sr. married Teresa Ray, daughter of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray 
September 14, 1823 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. The ceremony was performed by Samuel 
Patton, Minister of the Gospel. We do not know when Teresa or William Crider died or the 
causes of their deaths. Evidently, both were dead prior to January 2, 1837, as there is an entry 
in the Tuscaloosa County Orphans Court Records on that date appointing Jolly Jones as guardian 
for their three minor children: James N. Crider, Sarah Ann Crider and Elbert J. Crider. My 
records show Teresa Ray Crider’s youngest child, Elbert J. Crider, was born in Pontotoc, 
Mississippi, April 19, 1833, and that Teresa died in Mississippi. Teresa had relatives in that 
state. It would seem that she was visiting relatives in Mississippi when Elbert J. was born. 
Possibly she died at that time. 

I feel certain that Daniel Crider, who was living in Livingston County, Kentucky before 
the date of July 23, 1809, was William Crider’s father. The Criders appear to have come from 
Pennsylvania into Kentucky. The name Crider was quite common in Pennsylvania, and is a 
variant of the German-Swiss name Kreider, and may also take many other spellings: Greider, 
Grider, Gritter, Gryter, Kreider, Kreiter, Krider, Cryder, however all these surnames are 
apparently the same in origin. 

In the 1810 Kentucky Census, which is the earliest surviving Kentucky census, only three 
Crider families were listed in Kentucky, all in Livingston County, Kentucky. The 1810 
Livingston County, Kentucky Census lists Daniel Crider as between the ages of 26 and 45, wife 
between 26 and 45, 2 males under 10, two males 10 under 16 and 1 male 16 under 26. In this 
census William Crider had four brothers. They did not go to Tuscaloosa County, Alabama with 
him. Perhaps when they left Kentucky, they stopped off in Georgia. There were Criders in 
Georgia: Richard Crider, John Crider, David Crider, George W. Crider and William R. Crider. 

Located in the Livingston County, Kentucky Marriage Bonds - 1799-1822, page 64, dated 
July 23, 1809, is the bond for the marriage of Jolley Jones and Polley Crider, with consent of 
Daniel Crider and with Thomas D. Bennett as security. Thus Jolley Jones married Daniel 
Crider’s daughter, who was still under the age of 16 at the time of the 1810 Census. 

We know that William Crider and his brother-in-law, Jolley Jones, moved to Alabama, 
however, the time they went to Alabama is not known. The earliest mention of them I have 
found in Alabama records is a Tuscaloosa County deed witnessed by them in November of 1819. 


I, Charles Climent, do hereby asign over all my rights and title and interest that I have in this bill of sale 
in right of my wife Poly Oldham otherwise Poly Climent to Jonothan Bird for value received of him. 
Witness our hand and seals this 27th of November 1819. Test: William Creder, Joley Jones, Charles 
Climent, Poley Climent - Aquella McElroy, J. P. 


William Crider appears in only one census, the 1830 Bibb County, Alabama Census in 
which his age is listed as between 30 and 40, thus placing his year of birth between 1790 and 
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1800. This census lists one son under 5 years of age. This would have been James N. Crider, 
his first born child. This Census also lists William Crider with one slave. Records show that — 
William Crider lived in or near Trion, later named Vance, in Tuscaloosa County. 

No other Criders appear in the Alabama censuses until 1850 when David Z. Crider and 
John L. Crider are listed in Randolph County, Alabama along the Georgia border. The census 
suggests that these Criders moved from the Burke-Lincoln area of North Carolina to Franklin 


County, Georgia before 1820, thence to Alabama in the 1840’s. 

George Crider who married in Tuscaloosa County in 1832 may have been a brother of 
William Crider. George Crider married Delia Garner on April 5, 1832. Her father was James 
Garner. I have not found George Crider in a census, however, there are records of his 


administration of the estate of his father-in-law: 


November 28, 1833 - This date George Crider, administrator of the estate of James Garner, deceased, 
returned unto court an inventory and appraisement of the personal property of said deceased which is 
received by the court and ordered to be recorded. 


I am convinced that George Crider and William Crider were kin, if not brothers possibly 


cousins. 
The following information was provided to me by Mr. Charles E. Boyd, an avid and 


meticulous genealogist: 


Looking over some Tuscaloosa County notes, I see that Nancy Talford Pierson, who married 
James A. H. Pierson, was a daughter of Thomas Talford and Mourning Ray. Mourning Ray was a 
daughter of Revolutionary Veteran Frederick Ray and his wife Nancy Harvill. This James A. H. Pierson 
is a brother of Martha H. Pierson who married Elbert J. Crider. Mourning Ray had a sister Teresa who 
married William Crider. William Crider was the father of Elbert J. Crider. William and Teresa Crider 
are ancestors of Foster Mathews of Tuscaloosa County. There was another Ray daughter, Nancy, who 
married James Rush. Robert Boyd’s son, William, in a letter about 1880 written to Liddy Whitacker Boyd, 
Robert’s second wife and William’s stepmother, said to his stepmother that Robert Boyd gave his 1812 
Bounty Land claim to James Rush. I’ve never been able to figure out why unless James Rush was 
somehow related to Robert Boyd but I know of no relation. James was a son of Leonard Rush. 

Sarah Ann Crider was the sister of Elbert J. Crider. Sarah Ann Crider married Richard Mathews 
July 15, 1847. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) Luther Mathews was substitute mail carrier out of 
Duncanville, Alabama when I (Charles Boyd) was growing up. He was a grandson of Richard Mathews 
and Sarah Crider. His father was Elbert Newton Mathews who was married to Sarah Elizabeth Hobson, 
the sister of Rev. Jerome S. Hobson who married Louisa "Ludie" Newell. Please note that Ludie was the 
daughter of Rufus Newell and Mary Elizabeth Lawrence, daughter of John Lawrence. Elbert N. Mathews 
was born ca 1855 and Sarah Elizabeth Hobson born 1857 and Ludie Newell born 1876. Thus Luther 
Mathews who was born ca 1880 was near the same age as the lady, Ludie, who was married to his uncle. 

After Ludie became a widow and Luther was a widower (back in the 1960’s) Luther lived near 
by and used to drop in frequently to see Ludie. Tongues wagged about a late-blooming romance but I think 
they just liked to reminisce. Look at the intercrossed lines above and think of all they might have been 
saying about the lines we are interested in. Actually, I interviewed both of them and they didn’t recollect 
too much. 

Luther Mathews, the mail carrier, was married to Edith Thompson. She was a granddaughter of 
Henry Thompson, brother of the Samuel Thompson who was at Rock Island Civil War Prison with John 
Lawrence. Five Thompson brothers went to the war and only one came back. Henry was just a bit 


overage so he was not one of the five. . 
Charles E. Boyd 
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I have a letter from Mrs. Paul M. Crider of Youngtown, Arizona in which she stated that 
she did not know where the Crider family came from originally but presumed it was Holland. 
She added, "I believe the Pennsylvania Dutch usually came from there. They lived in Franklin 
County, Penn., and Father Crider was born there. Mercersburg is one town in the county and 
two sisters in the family lived there after marriage. His father and several brothers were very 
successful farmers. They were of the River Brethern Faith and thought father Crider was 
doomed to perdition when he became a Methodist minister." 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM and TERESA RAY CRIDER 
ONE - James N. Crider, son of William and Teresa Ray Crider was born in 1828 and married 
Martha _?_. 
TWO - Sarah Ann Crider married Richard Mathews July 15, 1847. 
THREE - Elbert J. Crider, born April 19, 1833, died August 19, 1910, married Martha H. 
Pearson February 13, 1856. | 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM and TERESA RAY CRIDER 
ONE - James N. Crider, son of William and Teresa Ray Crider, was born in 1828 and married 


Martha _? . 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 19, P. 0. Tuscaloosa, Family #169 

Crider, James, age 52, b. Ala 
Martha, wife, age 47, b. Ala 
Sallie, dau, age 27, b. Ala 
Jordan, son, age 22, b. Ala 
Caroline, dau, age 18, b. Ala 
Ella, dau, age 15, b. Ala 
David, son, age 14, b. Ala 
Edward, son, age 12, b. Ala 
Rosco, son, age 9, b. Ala 
Curtis, son, age 7, b. Ala 
Viola, dau, age 4, b. Ala 


Rosco, Curtis and Viola Crider were all born after the 1870 Census was taken. The 1880 
Census lists a daughter, Viola Crider, age 4 years. James Crider’s brother, Elbert J. Crider, 
also had a daughter named Viola. She was 7 years old when listed in the 1880 Tuscaloosa 
County census. Elbert Crider, son of James and Martha who was named for his Uncle Elbert 
J. Crider, was not listed in his father’s household as he was married and head of his own 


household: 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census Family #172 
Crider, Elbert, age 25, farmer, b. Ala 

Amanda, age 23, wife, b. Ala 

Ida, age 2, dau, b. Ala 


I. William Jordan Crider, son of James N. and Martha Crider, was born in 1856 in 
Alabama and married Mary Jane _?_ about 1881. 
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1910 Tuscaloosa County Census, Parsons Precinct No. 12, Family #17 

Crider, Jordan, Head, age 53, married 29 years, farmer, b. Ala, father b. Ga., mother b., Ala 
Mary Jane, wife, age 49, b. Ala, parents b. Ala, seven children, 7 living, m. 29 yrs. 
DeWitt, son, age 10, b. Ala 
Herman H., son, age 6, b. Ala 


William Jordan Crider and Mary Jane Crider, were buried in the Pleasant Grove 
Cemetery, Abernant, Alabama. Gravestones inscribed as listed below: 


William Jordan Crider - Father - Feb. 28, 1856 - Feb. 2, 1940 
Mrs. Mary Jane Crider - Mother - Dec. 22, 1859 - Sept 11, 1936 


OBITUARY - Tuscaloosa Alabama. Funeral services for Mrs. Mary Jane Crider, 78, who died at her 
home at Abernant Tuesday night were held at Pleasant Grove Church this morning, the Rev. David 
Franklin officiating. Burial was in the church cemetery, Jones & Speigener directing. Surviving are her 
husband, W. J. Crider; two sons and a daughter. 


This obituary states Mrs. Mary Jane Crider was survived by two sons and a daughter, 
but does not list their names. The 1910 Tuscaloosa County Census stated they had seven 
children and seven living children, however, only two sons, DeWitt and Herman H., are named 
and no daughters are named. 

I-1. DeWitt Crider, son of William Jordan and Martha Crider. 
I-2. Hamilton C. Crider, son of William Jordan and Martha Crider. 


March 6, 1949 - OBITUARY - Mrs. Hamilton C. Crider Rites held in Cahaba Valley Centerville, Alabama 
March 5, - Funeral services for Mrs. H. C. Crider, 72 were held at 2 p.m. Saturday from the Cahaba 
Valley Baptist Church. Burial was in the adjoining cemetery. Mrs. Crider died Friday morning at a 
Birmingham hospital. Surviving are the husband, H. C. Crider, Centreville; one daughter, Mrs. Thomas 
Grammer of Lock 7, Alabama; four sons, H. F. Crider, Savannah, Georgia; H. M. Crider and H. C. 
Crider, Jr. of Birmingham; H.N. Crider, Alexander City and several grandchildren. (Birmingham News) 


Children of Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton C. Crider: 
I-2a. Herman F. Crider, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton C.. Crider, was married to Lillian B. 
Goer at Centerville, Bibb County, Alabama on December 9, 1905. Bibb County Marriage 
Records) In 1949 they resided in Savannah, Georgia. Their son: 
1. Herman Crider married Jora Jettie Middlebrook at Centerville, Bibb County, Alabama 
on June 23, 1923. Marriage ceremony was performed by 0. M. P. Bentley, minister. (Bibb 
County, Alabama Marriage Records) They had a son: 
1. Herman L. J. Crider, Jr. and Doris Crews were married July 11, 1948 in 
Centerville, Alabama. Residence, Centreville, Bibb County, Alabama. Born Bibb 
County, no previous marriage, occupation student, father’s name, Herman L. Crider, 
Sr., mothers name, Jora J. Middlebrook. (Bibb County Marriage Records, Book 1936- 
1945) 
I-2b. H. M. Crider, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton C. Crider, married Rozelle Hicks at her 
home December 26, 1907 in Centerville, Bibb County, Alabama. The marriage ceremony was 
performed by C. J. White, pastor of the Baptist Church. ( Bibb County, Alabama Marriage 
Records) In March of 1949 H. M. Crider and wife Rozelle Hicks Crider were residing in 
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Birmingham, Alabama. 
I-2c. Hamilton C. Crider, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton C. Crider Sr., was living in 


Birmingham in March of 1949. 

I-2d. H. N. Crider, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton C. Crider, was s married to Orna Bottles at 
Centerville, Alabama on January 27, 1924. Marriage ceremony was performed by 0. P. 

Bentley, Minister of the Gospel. H. N. Crider resides in Alexander City, Alabama. 

TWO - Sarah Ann Crider, daughter of William and Teresa Ray Crider, married Richard 


Mathews July 17, 1849. 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census Beat 10, family #141, page 44 
Mathews,Richard, age 49, b. Ala, mother b. Ala 

Sarah, age 45, b. Ala, mother b. Ala 

Nancy, age 21, dau 

Jessie, age 14, son 

Collin, age 1, grandson 


I do not who were the parents of Collin Mathews, who is listed in this 1880 census. I 
have a record of the marriage of Collins Mathews to Mattie Lelia Hubbard on September 20, 
1914 at the bride’s home with J. S. Hobson, J. P. performing the marriage ceremony. ( 
Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 9, p. 568) Children of Richard and Sarah Ann 
Crider Mathews: 
I. Elbert Newton Mathews, son of Richard and Sarah Ann Crider Mathews, was born May 
1855. He married Sarah Elizabeth Hobson about 1875. Sarah Elizabeth Mathews was the 
daughter of Rev. Francis Marion "Sank" Hobson. She was born in 1857. The Rev. Hobson 
was the pastor at Big Hurricane Baptist Church for more than 30 years. 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 19, census taken June 26-28, family #19 
Mathews, Elbert, age 26, b. Ala 

Sarah, age 23, b. Ala, wife 

Lucy, age 4, b. Ala, dau 

Marvan K., age 2, b. Ala 
Shows, Leah, age 22, b. Ala, sister 


1900 Tuscaloosa County, Census 

Mathews, Elbert N., Head, age 45, b. May 1855 
Sarah E., age 43, b. May 1857, wife 
Martin L., age 23, b. July 1876, son 
Zela S. age 15, b. Oct. 1878, dau 
Marvan K,, age 21, b. Feb 1879, son 
Ula, age 12, b. Dec 1887, dau 
James N. age 10, b. Jan. 1890, son 
Lelia, age 14, b. 1886, dau 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, family #86 
Mathews, Elbert, Head, age 54, b. Miss, widower 
Ozelia S., age 25, dau, single 
James H., age 20, son, married 
Stella H., age 16, daughter-in-law 
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Children of Elbert Newton and Sarah Elizabeth Hobson Mathews: 
I-1. Martin Luther Mathews, son of Elbert Newton and Sarah Elizabeth Hobson Mathews, 
was born July in 1876 in Alabama and married Edith Thompson. She was the granddaughter 
of Henry Thompson, who was a brother of the Samuel Thompson who was a prisoner, together 
with John Lawrence, at Rock Island Prison in Illinois. 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, family #85 
Mathews, Luther M., Head, age 33, married 9 yrs, 4 children, 4 living 
Edith J., age 31, m. 9 yrs, wife 
James. F., age 8, son 
Kate, age 3, dau 
Festus N., age 1 6/12, son 


1-2. Lelia Mathews, daughter of Elbert Newton and Sarah Elizabeth Hobson Mathews, was 
born in May 1886. She married Brantly Ward September 26, 1909 at the home of Richard 
Mathews, Lelia’s uncle. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) 

1-3. Eula (Ula) Mathews, daughter of Elbert Newton and Sarah Elizabeth Hobson Mathews, 
was born in December 1887 and married W. W. Pearson May 4, 1908 in the Tuscaloosa County 
Court House. 

1-4. Zela S. Mathews, daughter of Elbert Newton and Sarah Elizabeth Hobson Mathews, was 
born in October 1878. She was listed in the 1910 Census as Ozelia S. Mathews. 

1-5. James H. Mathews, son of Elbert Newton and Sarah Elizabeth Hobson Mathews, was 
born in January 1890 and married Stella Morrison December 20, 1909 at the bride’s home. 
I-6 Marvan K. Mathews, son of Elbert Newton and Sarah Elizabeth Hobson Mathews, was 
born February 1879. I have no other information. | 
II. Richard Mathews, son of Richard and Sarah Ann Crider Mathews, was born in 1862 in 
Alabama and married N. L. Johnson on December 4, 1884. 

III. Leah Mathews, daughter of Richard and Sarah Ann Crider Mathews, was born in 1858 
and married _? . 

IV. Nancy Mathews, daughter of Richard and Sarah Ann Crider Mathews, was born in 1859. 
V. James Mathews, son of Richard and Sarah Ann Crider Mathews, was born in 1866. 


THREE - Elbert J. Crider, son of William and Teresa Ray Crider, was born April 19, 1833 
in Pontotoc County, Mississippi and died August 19, 1910. He married Martha H. Pierson, 
daughter of James and Harriett Howell Pierson on February 13, 1856. The ceremony was 
performed at the residence of James Pierson’s brother, John Pierson. 


The State of Alabama, Tuscaloosa County 

To any licensed Minister of the Gospel, Judge of the Supreme, Circuit or Probate Court or Justice of the 
Peace you are hereby authorized to solemnize the rites of marriage between Elbert J. Crider and Martha 
H. Pierson and join them together in the holy bonds of Matrimony and for so doing this shall be your 
sufficient warrant. Given under my hand at office the llth day of February in the year of our Lord One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty Six. 

Moses McGuire, Judge of Probate 


To the Judge of Probate Tuscaloosa County you are hereby authorized to issue a license to Elbert J. Crider 
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to marry daughter Martha H. Pierson Feby 11, 1856. 
For John E. Pierson - James Pierson 


I hereby certify that the rites of marriage between E. J. Crider and Martha H. Pierson were celebrated by 
me at the house of Jno. Pierson on the 13th February 1856. W. W. Moore. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage 
Records) 


Elbert Crider died at the home of William "Willie" Washington and Mary Frances 
"Fannie" Lawrence, his daughter. After Elbert Crider died his widow, Martha Crider, 
continued to live with Willie and Fannie until her death. I was told she was a tiny lady. Her 
husband was 6 ft. 3 1/2 in. tall. Elbert J. Crider and Martha E. Pierson Crider are both buried 
at Union Presbyterian Church Cemetery near Vance, Alabama with these engravings on the 
headstone: 


E. J. Crider - April 19, 1833 - Aug. 19, 1910 
Martha H. - wife of E. J. Crider - June 9, 1839 - March 19, 1929 


Was Martha H. Pierson’s middle initial "H" or "P"? Some seem to believe the initial 
is "P" but on the gravestone it is engraved as "H", and I believe it probably stands for Howell, 
from her mother’s name, Harriett Howell. See the Pearson section of this book for more 
information on this family. 


1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census 
Pierson, James, age 54, born South Carolina 
Harriett, age 54, born Tennessee 
Margarette, age 22 
Eliza, age 23 
Harriett, age 12 
William, age 22 
John, age 16 
George W., age 14 


James and Martha H. Pierson had a daughter named Martha Pierson, who would have 
been 11 years old in 1850. This is an established fact. This daughter, Martha, was not listed 
on this census, She must have been staying with a relative, or she could have been missed by 
the census taker. This Martha Pierson was married to Elbert J. Crider in 1856 at the age of 17 
years. 


1860 Tuscaloosa County Census, Collins Beat, P. 0. Trion, Family #1480, Census taken September 1860 
Crider, Elbert Crider, age 27, School Teacher 

Martha, age 20 

William, age 2 

Margaret, age 1 


I wonder how long he taught school. Grandpa Elbert J. Crider was Justice of the Peace 
for many years and was known the rest of his life as Squire Crider. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County Census, precinct 13, P. 0. Trion, Family #85 
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Crider, Elbert J., age 37, Farmer, b. Miss 
Martha H., age 31, keeping house, b. Ala 
William E., age 13, at school, b. Ala 
Margaret J., age 11, at school, b. Ala 
Mary F., age 4, at home, b. Ala 
Sarah A., age 1, at home, b. Ala 


1880 Tuscaloosa County Census, P. 0. Smallwood, Family #250 

Crider, E. J., age 47, farming, b. Miss, mother b. Ala, father b. Ky 
Martha H., wife, age 41, b. Ala, mother b. Tenn, father b. Tenn 
William E., son, age 22, b. Ala. 
dau-in-law, age 21, b. Ala. 
son, age 9, b. Ala, 
dau, age 5, b. Ala, 
Belle Dixie, dau, age 2, b. Ala. 


Their daughter, Sarah A., had died in September 1870. William E. Crider, son of Elbert 
and Martha H. Pierson Crider, and his wife, Sarah J. Murry Crider, were living in the house 


with his parents. 


1900 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama census Beat 13, Vance, Alabama, Family #21 
Crider, Elbert J., Head, b. Apr. 1833, b. Miss, age 67, mother b. Ga, father b. Ky 
Martha H., wife, b. June 1839, age 61, b. Ala, father and mother b. Tenn, m. 44 yrs., 9 


children, 6 living 


Elbert and Martha’s daughter, Margaret, and her husband, William Rogers, were living 
next door to them in Family #22. Elbert Crider listed his mother’s birthplace as Georgia. It 
is known that her parents, Frederick and Nancy Ray, lived there before moving to Alabama. 


ELBERT J. CRIDER’S MILITARY RECORD 
Elbert J. Crider was living at Vance in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama when he enlisted 
in the Army of the Confederate States of America. | 


Enlisted, 3 years - August 31, 1861 in Tuscaloosa by Captain Raine - Co. F, 26th Regiment Alabama 
Infantry - age 27 years - farmer - born, Pontotoc, Miss - height, 6 ft. 3 1/2 in. - hair. light - eyes - blue 


Report of the Killed, Wounded and Missing of the Second Corps, Army of the Mississippi at the Battle 


of Shiloh, April 6 and 7, 1862 
Pvt. E. J. Crider, Company F., 26th Regt., Alabama Infantry - Time and place of wound: April 6, at 4 


p.m.; Nature of wound: Shoulder slightly. 


Corpl. E. J. Crider, Company F, 26th Regt, Alabama Infantry appeared on Regimental Return for the 
months of June, 1862, August 1862 and October 1862, and under absent enlisted men accounted for: 
October, Glasgow, Kentucky and for month of August: sick, Glasgow; and for June 1862 under Enlisted 
men on extra or daily duty: Brigade. 


Corporal E. J. Crider appeared on a Report of Officers and Men, on detached service, of Deas’ Brigade, 


Whithers’ Division, Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee. Report dated Shelbyville, April 30, 1863. When 
left: January 15,1863, by the authority of the Brigade Surgeon. On what duty: Guard at Atlanta. 
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E. J. Crider, Private, Company E., 26th Alabama Regt., appeared on a consolidated Report of Absentees 
with leave and on detached service of Withers’ Division, Polk’s Corps, Army of Tennessee. Report dated 
Shelbyville, Tennessee, March 24, 1863. Time of leaving, January 24, 1863; By whose authority, Army 
Commander: No. and date of Order, Unknown: On What Service: Nurse in Hospital, Chattanooga. 


Corpl. E. J. Crider of Company G, 26 Alabama appeared on a Roll of non-commissioned officers and 
privates employed on extra duty at Gilmer Hospital, Marietta, Georgia during the month of September 


1863. 


Pvt. E. J. Crider, Company F. 50th Regt., Alabama appeared on Hospital Muster Roll Gilmer Hospital, 
Marietta, Georgia for September and October, 1863. He was marked present. 


Corpl. E. J. Crider, Company F, 26 Regt. Alabama appeared on a Roll of non-commissioned officers 
and privates employed on extra duty at Gilmer Hospital, Forsyth, Georgia during the month of October, 
1863 and the month of November 1863. He was employed by the order of Gen. Bragg. Nature of service: 


Nurse. 


Elbert J. Crider appeared on Hospital Muster Roll at the Gilmer Hospital, Marietta, Georgia for January 
1 to April 30, 1864. He was attached to the hospital as Ward Master. 


Corpl E. J. Crider appeared on Hospital Muster of Gilmer Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia for May and June 
1864. He was marked present, and under Remarks: Extra duty as Ward Master due from May 1 to June 
30, 1864, 61 days at 25 cents a day; total $15.25. 


Elbert J. Crider was listed in Company F, 50th Regt. Alabama and listed as being captured May 18, 1865. 


E. J. Crider appeared on a Roll of Prisoners of War at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, captured by 2 Regiment Ill. 
Cav. 


Elbert L. Crider paroled in May, 1865, by order of Lieut. Col. B. F. Marsh, Comdg. 2 Ill. Cav., in 
pursuance to special instructions from Bvt. Maj. Gen’l Grierson, Comdg. Cavalry forces in central 
Alabama, Mil. Div. of the Gulf. This roll was not dated. 


In the book Census or Enumeration of Confederate Soldiers Residing in Alabama 1907, 
Elbert J. Crider appears: No. 36 Elbert J. Crider, Present address, P. 0. Vance, Alabama. Born 
April 17, 1833 in the County of Pontotoc, in the State of Mississippi. First entered service as 
Corporal on September 1861 at Tuscaloosa, Alabama in the Company 4, Alabama Regt. 
Paroled April 1865. On his Military Record, Elbert is shown first as having enlisted in 
Company F, 26th Regt, Alabama Infantry. Under the fine print there is an explanation. Under 
date of April 3, 1862 the first change was to: 26th Regiment Alabama Volunteers, June 6, 1863, 
also known at various times as Davis’ Independent Battalion, the 1st, 2nd, 5th and 8th Battalion 


Alabama Vols. 


CHILDREN of ELBERT J. and MARTHA H. PIERSON CRIDER 
I-1. William E. Crider, born January 25, 1857, died January 22, 1934, married Sarah Jane 


Murry. 
M-2. Margaret J. "Maggie" Crider, born December 27, 1858, died February 23, 1910, married 


William Marian Rogers. 
IlI-3. Nancy H. Crider, born February 25, 1860, died March 31, 1860. 
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I-4. Sarah L. A. Crider, born September 24, 1863, died September 18, 1870. 

Ill-5. Mary Frances "Fannie" Crider, born May 5, 1866, March 22, 1930, married William 
Washington Lawrence. 

Il-6. James Thomas "Uncle Tom" Crider, born in 1871, died _? married Annie S. J. 
Kennedy.. 

Ill-7. Velma U. U. L. Crider, born September 8, 1875, died October 1, 1898. 

IlI-8. Belle Dixie Crider, born January 5, 1877, died July 22, 1911, married W. T. "Tom" 
Kizziah.. - 

IM-9. Viola L. Crider, born ca. 1873, died _? , married Robert Thomas. 


CHILDREN of ELBERT J. and MARTHA H. PIERSON CRIDER 
IlI-1 William E. Crider, son of Elbert J. and Martha Howell Pierson Crider, was born January 
25, 1857 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He died yanuaty 6, 1934 in Tupelo, Mississippi and 
iS buried i in the Glenwood Cemetery in Tupelo. 

William E. Crider married Sarah Jane Murry on January 8, 1878 in Tuscaloosa County, 
Alabama. The ceremony was performed by Noble Herring, Justice of the Peace. William was 
22 and Sarah Jane 21 years of age. 

Sarah Jane Murry was the daughter of William Andrew Jackson and Martha Ann 
Pernecia Lawrence Murry. She was born May 25, 1858 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and 
died July 4, 1944 in Tupelo, Mississippi at 86 years of age. She is buried alongside her husband 
in the Glenwood Cemetery in Tupelo. This information is from Sarah Jane Murry Crider’s 
Bible. 

William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider with their three oldest children, who were born 
in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, moved to Ellistown, Mississippi, a town between Baldwyn and 
New Albany, and later moved with their family to Tupelo where they lived for the rest of their 
lives. 

I was told that William Crider was a carpenter and not a farmer, but he must have done 
some farming, or surely his sons did, as I have been told that he bought land from a Mr. 
Cummings and built a two story house, but later lost the place because of a crop failure caused 
by the boll weevil. 

The boll weevil, an insect native to Central America, feeds on the silky fibers inside the 
cotton boll causing great damage to cotton crops. The resulting crop failures later were 
considered to be a blessing in disguise, because farmers were forced to plant other crops. A 
Boll Weevil Monument was erected in Enterprise, Alabama in 1910, to commemorate the insect 
that caused the farmers to diversify to peanut farming, which proved to be a very productive and 
more lucrative crop. 

In the tornado which struck Tupelo in 1936 much of the town was destroyed. The two 
story home William Crider had built for his family was completely destroyed. William Crider 
had died in 1934, but his wife, Sarah Jane "Mammy", was still living in their home. Mammy’s 
son, Sam Crider, was living with her at that time. 

It was at this time, on May 11, 1936, after the tornado, that Sarah Jane Crider gave 
information about the Crider family to Mary Crider, who is the wife of Virner Crider, grandson 
of William and Sarah Jane Murry Crider. At that time Mammy was about 78 years old. She 
stated that she wanted to relay this information to someone so that the history of the family 
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would be known. Mary gave me this information which is a tremendous help to me in 
compiling the Crider history. She showed me snapshots taken after the tornado. It was hard to 
see how anyone could have lived through such destruction. The town literally was flattened. 
Mammy must have been a truly remarkable person to have remembered so much. Some dates 
are missing but a wealth of vital information is there. 

It was this tornado in Tupelo that brought two sisters, Martha Anese Murry Felsinger and 
Sarah Jane Murry Crider, together. Martha Anese had married George Felsinger but no one 
seemed to know where she was living. Sarah Jane had not seen her sister for fifty years. Iam 
uncertain if the whereabouts of Martha Anese was unknown to the entire family or only to Sarah 
Jane, but Mammy had literally lost track of her sister and if it had not been for the tornado they 
likely would never have been brought together. When Martha Anese read about this disaster 
in her local newspaper, she had her son, Johnny Felsinger who was a Baptist preacher, take her 
to Tupelo. 

Martha Anese Murry married George M. Felsinger on January 3, 1878 in Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama. The ceremony was performed by Noble Herring, Justice of the Peace. It 
is interesting to note that the two sisters were married within a five day period and both by the 
same Justice of the Peace. 

Martha Anese and her husband, George M. Felsinger, with their four children traveled 
to Oklahoma in a wagon train in 1905. They lived in Apache, Oklahoma which was still Indian 
Territory. Oklahoma did not become a state until 1907. They were living in Oklahoma when 
the news about the tornado reached them, but I do not know if they were still living in Apache. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM E. CRIDER and SARAH JANE MURRY CRIDER 
Ifl-la. Thomas Jefferson Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, born 
November 28, 1879 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, died July 22, 1958, married Mary Alma 
Creely on August 19, 1900. 

Il-1b. Martha Ida Crider, daughter of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, born April 
1, 1881 in, died April 6, 1968, married Robert E. Motley October 11, 1900. 

IW-1c. Samuel "Sam" Luther Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, born 
September 1, 1884, died July 23, 1958, married Nora Painter. | 
Il-1d. John William Elbert Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, born 
October 5, 1878, died March 6, 1910. He was not married. 

Ill-1e. James Monroe Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, born September 
23, 1890, died December 21, 1943, married Nancy Pearl Burks January 4, 1913. 

WI-1f. Claud McQuerter Crider, Sr., son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, was 
born November 21, 1894, died January 6, 1942, married Kathleen Porter in 1917. 

IlI-1g. Robert Ernest Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, born May 8, 
1898, married Ozzie Earle Ford. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM E. CRIDER and SARAH JANE MURRY CRIDER 
Il-1a. Thomas Jefferson Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, was born 
November 28, 1879 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He died July 22, 1958 of leukemia in 
Jackson, Tennessee and is buried in the Highland Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Jackson, 
Tennessee. He married Mary Alma Creely on August 19, 1900 in Tupelo, Mississippi. They 
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lived in Jackson, Tennessee after their marriage. Their children were born in Tennessee. 

Mary Alma Creely was born June 17, 1880 in Tupelo, Mississippi and died August 30, 
1956 in Jackson, Tennessee and is buried in the Hiqhland Memorial Gardens in Jackson. Mary 
Ann Creely was the daughter of George Washington Creely of Tupelo and Georgia Ann 
Cannant. 

Thomas Jefferson "T. J." Crider was a sawmill man. He had several mills and at one 
time was very well off financially. In 1913 he had $70,000 in the bank, with the debt of his 
sawmills and cattle paid off. Everything seemed to be going well, but all of this changed and 
he lost almost everything he had. He had to sell off half of his teams. 1916 and 1917 were 
tough years. In 1917 T. J. Crider moved to Tennessee having to take various kinds of jobs. 
One of the jobs was dredging work, and when he and his family moved to Tennessee he 
continued this work. His son, Virner, said that he did not want to continue in school, but his 
father insisted that he do so. Virner said he did so for awhile, but couldn’t cut it in school so 
finally his father put him to work helping with the dredging. 

Mary Alma Creely was a member of the Church of Christ. Her husband, T. J. Crider, 
was a member of the Presbyterian Church when they lived in Tupelo. 


CHILDREN of THOMAS JEFFERSON CRIDER and MARY ALMA CREELY CRIDER 
1. Virner Lee Crider was born December 12, 1902, died August 16, 1983, married Mary 
Frances Guida Randanella November 28, 1929. 

2. Troy Thomas Crider was born September 23, 1903, died June 30, 1982, married Nilwon 
Howington. 

3. Eula Mae Ozzelle Crider was born October 12, 1905, died April 26, 1972, married Albert 
Clarence Johnson. 

4. Lotharee Crider was born January 3, 1907, died November 18, 1925 in a car wreck. 

5. Lillian Loraine Crider was born November 28, 1910, died October 31, 1983, married Gilbert 
Brown Phillips | 
6. Nash Crider was born January 12, 1912, died April 3, 1913. 

7. Christine Lurline Crider born November 18, 1914, died in 1959, married Frank Harrell first 


time, married John Hill. 


CHILDREN of THOMAS JEFFERSON CRIDER and MARY ALMA CREELY CRIDER 
1. Virner Lee Crider, son of Thomas Jefferson and Mary Alma Creely Crider, was born 
December 12, 1901 in Tupelo, Lee County, Mississippi and died August 16, 1983 in Tupelo. 
He is buried beside his baby brother, Nash Crider, in the Crider Plot in the Glenwood Cemetery 
in Tupelo. 

Virner Lee Crider and Mary Frances Guida Randanella were married by a Justice of the 
Peace in Philadelphia, Burks County, Pennsylvania on November 28, 1929. Mary Randanella 
was born August 15, 1910 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and baptized into the Catholic Church 
of Assumption in Atco, New Jersey on August 16, 1910. They have no children. 

They moved to Tupelo from Bay St. Louis, Mississippi on May 13, 1981. Mary now 
belongs to the Harrisburg Baptist Church, Tupelo, Mississippi. 

Virner said that he was told that when he was one year old in 1902 that he was taken by 
his parents in an oxcart from Tupelo, Mississippi to Bessemer, Alabama to visit his Uncle Tom 
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Crider. It would have taken 30 days to make this trip in an oxcart. His Uncle Tom Crider was 
working in a coal mine as a miner. ; 

On one of our visits to Virner and Mary while they were living in Bay St. Louis she told 

us that Virner enlisted in the Navy in 1919, stayed in for several years, got out and went to 
work in Detroit, Michigan, after which he reenlisted in the Navy. Virner said he was in China 
in 1926-1929 during the Revolution. Virner got out of the Navy for good in 1933 after which 
he had many jobs. That was during the Great Depression. Virner said no one turned down 
anything. Anything there was to do he did it. Virner worked for the Tennessee Iron Company, 
then for the IC Railroad. His last job before retiring was with a vending company. 
2. Troy Thomas Crider, son of Thomas Jefferson and Mary Alma Creely Crider, was born 
September 23, 1903 in Tupelo, Lee County, Mississippi and died of cancer June 30, 1982 in 
Jackson, Tennessee. He is buried in Hollywood Cemetery in Jackson. Virner had not seen his 
brother Troy for six years at the time of his death. 

Troy Thomas Crider and Nilwon "Nell" Howington were married in Martin, Tennessee 
on December 5, 1927. Nilwon was born in Sharon, Tennessee on February 10, 1910. Troy 
Thomas and Nell Howington Crider had four children: 7 

1. Charles Gerald Crider, son of Troy Thomas and Nell Howington Crider, was 

born August 20, 1928 and died of colitis one year later, August 14, 1928. He is buried 

in Hollywood Cemetery in Jackson, Tennessee. 

2. Jerry Crider, son of Troy Thomas and Nell Howington Crider, was born June of 

1932 in Jackson, Tennessee. He had polio and was paralyzed from the age of 18 

months. He was an invalid and blind for as long as he lived. He died November 1, 

1960. He is buried next to his brother, Charles, in Hollywood Cemetery in Jackson. 

3. Sarah Jane Murry Crider, daughter of Troy Thomas and Nilwon Howington 

Crider, was born October 4, 1939 in Jackson, Tennessee. She married William Adrian 

Henne of Mayfield, Kentucky on November 17, 1961 in the North Jackson Baptist 

Church. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. Lawrence Greene. William A. 

Henne was born in Mayfield, Kentucky June 13, 1937. William Adrian and Sarah Jane 

Crider Henne live in Jackson, Tennessee. William A. and Sarah Jane Henne have two 

boys: 

f; William Gregory Henne was born November 24, 1963 in Fulton, 
Kentucky. He attended Jackson State three years then joined the Navy and is 
stationed at the Philadelphia Navy Yards. He married Carol Ann Hays at the 
Double Springs Baptist Church in Savannah, Tennessee on May 24, 1985. 

2. Christopher Thomas Henne was born July 17, 1968 in Jackson, Tennessee. 
He is attending Aviation School in Florida. 

4. James Lee Crider, son of Troy Thomas and Nilwon Howington Crider, was born 
February 22, 1945 in Jackson, Tennessee. He married Gwynn Oller of Jackson, 
Tennessee on September 18, 1962 in Florence, Alabama. Gwynn was born in Jackson, 
Tennessee June 7, 1948. James Lee Crider was 17 years of age and Gwynn was 14 
years old when they married. They live in Sunny Slope Acres in Humboldt, Tennessee. 
James Lee and Gwynn Oller Crider have four children: 

1. Kerry Leigh Crider was born December 19, 1963 in Jackson, Tennessee. 

She married March 2, 1985 in the Antioch Baptist Church in Medina, Tennessee 
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3. 


to Timothy Robert Kramer of Baltimore, Maryland. Timothy was born July 16, 
1962. They live in Salix, Pennsylvania. 

2. Sherry Lynn Crider was born June 26, 1965 in Jackson, Tennessee. She 
married Randall Thomas Singleton December 31, 1985 in the Antioch Baptist 
Church in Medina, Tennessee. Randall Singleton was born July 7, 1959. They 
live in Hoover, Alabama. 

3. Troy Mickael Crider was born February 14, 1972 in J ackson, Tennessee. 
4. James Mark Crider was born August 9, 1980 in Jackson, Tennessee. 


Eula Mae Ozelle Crider, daughter of Thomas Jefferson and Mary Alma Creely Crider, 


was born October 12, 1905 in Tupelo, Mississippi. She was married on February 1, 1925 in 
Jackson, Tennessee to Albert Clarence Johnson of Humboldt, Tennessee. He was a linotype 
operator for several West Tennessee newspapers and they lived in Brownsville, Tennessee. He 
died of cancer on April 26, 1972 in Trenton, Tennessee. His widow, Eula, still lives there. 
He is buried in Highland Memorial Gardens Cemetery in Jackson, Tennessee. Children of 
Albert Clarence and Eula Mae Crider Johnson: 
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Doris Ann Johnson, daughter of Albert Clarence and Eula Mae Crider Johnson, 


was born May 13, 1928 in Jackson, Tennessee. She died of colitis on August 17, 1929 
and is buried in the Hollywood Cemetery in Jackson, next to her aunt, Lotharee Crider. 


Albert Ray Johnson, son of Albert and Eula Mae Crider Johnson, was born 


November 13, 1933 in Brownsville, Tennessee. He married Doris Marie Gibson of 
Brazil, Tennessee. She was born April 15, 1932 in Brazil. They were married 
December 9, 1951 in Corinth, Alcorn County, Mississippi. Albert Ray and Doris Marie 
Gibson Johnson have four children: 


1. Daniel Ray Johnson, son of Albert Ray and Doris Marie Gibson J ohnson, 
was born in Humboldt, Tennessee October 22, 1952. He married Brenda Joyce 
Parks of Humboldt. They were married in Trenton, Tennessee by a Justice of 
Peace on June 1, 1971. Brenda Parks was born July 10, 1954 in Humboldt . 
They live in Trenton. Daniel Ray and Brenda Joyce Parks Johnson have 


children: 
1. Christopher Ray Johnson was born January 24, 1973 in Jackson, 


Tennessee. 
2. Chadrick "Chad" Lee Johnson was born April 2, 1978 in Jackson, 
Tennessee. 
3. Dana Marie Johnson was born January 27, 1981 in Jackson, 
Tennessee. 


2. Mickael Timothy Johnson, son of Albert Ray and Doris Marie Gibson 
Johnson, was born August 1, 1956 in Humboldt, Tennessee. He is not married 
and lives at home with his parents in Trenton, Tennessee. Mickael served 2 
years in the U. S. Army. | 

3. Van Clark Johnson, son of Albert Ray and Doris Marie Gibson Johnson, 
was born December 15, 1961 in Humboldt, Tennessee. He married Dixie 
Samples on May 23, 1981 at the Gibson Wells Methodist Church, Gibson, 
Tennessee. Dixie was born January 21, 1963 in Gibson. Van served in the U. 
S. Army for two years. They have two children: 


1; Jennifer Lee Johnson was born in Jackson,Tennessee July 11, 
1983. 
2. Tyler Clark Johnson was born May 6, 1985. 
4. Patrina Kay Johnson, daughter of Albert Ray and Doris Marie Gibson 
Johnson, was born March 31, 1969 in Trenton, Tennessee. She is still at home. 
3. Larry Douglas Johnson, son of Albert Clarence and Eula Mae Crider Johnson, 
was born February 3, 1942 at Mason Wells, Crockett County, Tennessee. He married 
Saundra Avery June 14, in Trenton, Tennessee. Saundra was born October 12, 1943 in 
Crockett County. They live in Trenton. They have a daughter, Lori Lashane Johnson. 
She was born in Trenton on March 23, 1964. She graduated in 1986 from Lambreth 
College in Jackson Tennessee and now teaches in Tennessee. 
4. Linday Kay Johnson, daughter of Clarence Albert and Eula Mae Crider J ohnson, 
was born February 22, 1946 in Murray, Kentucky. She is single and lives with her 
mother, Eula Crider Johnson, in Trenton, Tennessee. She has endured illness all of her 
life. 
4. Lotharee Crider, daughter of Thomas Jefferson and Mary Alma Creely Crider, was born 
January 3, 1907 in Tupelo, Mississippi. She was killed in a car wreck on North Royal Road 
in Jackson, Tennessee November 18, 1925 at the age of 18 years. She is buried in Hollywood 
Cemetery in Jackson, Tennessee. She was single. 
a Lillian Loraine Crider, daughter of Thomas Jefferson and Mary Alma Creely Crider, 
was born November 28, 1910 in Tupelo, Mississippi. Loraine married Gilbert Brown Phillips 
on December 10, 1938 in Jackson, Tennessee. Gilbert Brown Phillips was born in Pinson, 
Henderson County, Tennessee on March 24, 1914 and died October 31, 1983 of a massive heart 
attack while working at the First Baptist Church in Jackson, Tennessee. He is buried in 
Highland Memory Gardens Cemetery. They had no children. 
6. Nash Crider, son of Thomas Jefferson and Mary Alma Creely Crider, was born January, 
1912 in Tupelo, Mississippi. He died at three months of age on April 12, 1912 and is buried 
in the Crider Plot in Glenwood Cemetery in Tupelo. 
7. Christine Lurline Crider, daughter of Thomas Jefferson and Mary Alma Creely, was born 
November 18, 1914 in Tupelo, Mississippi. Christine married first time Frank Harrell in the 
1940’s. They were divorced. They had no children. Christine married the second time John 
Hill of Jackson Tennessee on February 7, 1943. John Hill was born in Whiteville, Tennessee 
August 28, 1902 and died in 1959 of cancer and is buried at Ridgecrest Cemetery in Jackson, 
Tennessee. Christine is a widow and lives in Jackson. John Hill was survived by a son, John 
Baxter Hill, of Green Castle, Indiana and a daughter, Mrs. Roger Curtis, of Ipsilanti, Michigan. 
Christine now lives in Miami, Florida. 
Ill-1b. Martha Ida Crider, daughter of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, was 
born April 1, 1881 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died April 6, 1968 in Tupelo, 
Mississippi. She married Robert E. Motley October 11, 1900 in Ellistown, Union County, 
Mississippi. Ellistown was a small community and is still just a small town. Robert E. Motley 
was born in Tupelo on November 21, 1878 and died September 30, 1956. Both are buried in 
the Glenwood Cemetery in Tupelo. Robert E. and Ida Crider Motley had a son, Leroy Motley, 
born two years after their marriage. Leroy died seven months after his birth and is buried in 
the Union Cemetery, Belden, Mississippi. Belden is located on Highway 78 about six miles 


109 


northwest of Tupelo. After the death of their son, Leroy, Ida and Robert Motley adopted a 
child, William McKinley Goff, who was born February 20, 1916 in Moss Point, Mississippi. 
He was adopted by Robert and Ida Motley when he was 2 years of age and they named him 
Robert Motley, Jr. They called him Willie. Robert Motley, Jr. married Bessie Segars of 
Tupelo on February 1, 1934 in Tupelo. Bessie never told her age. They have no children and 
live on Highway 45 near Gloster. He is a retired policeman. 

I-1c. Samuel "Sam" Luther Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, was 
born September 1, 1884 in Ellistown, Mississippi and died July 23, 1958. He married Nora 
Painter. Sam Crider died in Tallihina, Oklahoma while on a visit to his daughters there. He 
died the day after his brother, Thomas Jefferson Crider, had died in Tennessee. Samuel Crider 
is buried by the side of his wife, Norah Painter, in the Tallahina Cemetery in Tallahina, 
Oklahoma. They had lived in Tallahina and after their children were grown they were divorced. 
Norah must have stayed in Tallahina, but Sam Crider returned to Tupelo and was living with 
his mother, Sarah Jane "Mammy" Crider, at the time of the tornado in Tupelo in 1936. I was 
told Sam Crider never returned to Oklahoma to live and was still living in Tupelo after Mammy 
died, which was in 1944. I have no information about how long he had been in Tallihina 
visiting his daughters when he died there in 1958. He may have planned to stay. Mary Crider 
has not been able to get any information on the family. Laverne, daughter of Sam Crider, did 
not answer any of Mary’s letters. Children of Samuel Luther and Norah Painter Crider: 


I; Tom Crider, son of Samuel Luther and Nora Painter Crider, was born in Tupelo and died 
in infancy. He is buried at the foot of the grave of Nash Crider in the family plot in Glenwood 
Cemetery. 


2. Lila Crider, daughter of Samuel Luther and Norah Painter Crider, was born in Tupelo, 
Mississippi and lived with Mammy until after the Tupelo Tornado in 1936 when she moved to 
Tallahina. Lila never married. She is retired and lives alone. When she left Tupelo and went 
to Tallahina she lived with her mother, I suppose until her mother died. 
3. Laverne Crider, daughter of Samuel Luther and Norah Painter Crider, was born in 
Tupelo. She married a McCauley. Her husband was superintendent of the T. B. sanatorium 
in Tallahina, Oklahoma until he retired. They had children, but as I have stated, Laverne did 
not answer Mary’s letters requesting information on her family. 
4. Charles Hoyt Crider, son of Samuel Luther and Norah Painter Crider, was born in 
Tupelo, Mississippi and died in September of 1972. Charles Hoyt Crider married Dorothy 
Carmen Turley, a girl from Vernon, Texas. Dorothy Carmen died September 14, 1976 at the 
home of her daughter in Ft. Meade, Florida and is buried in the Spring Creek Church of Christ 
Cemetery by the side of her husband who was the pastor of the church. She died after a 
transplant operation. They lived in Henderson, Tennessee, where he was a Church of Christ 
preacher. Charles died of a heart attack in his yard on a Sunday afternoon in the month of 
September, 1972. He is buried in the Mt. Carmel Church of Christ Cemetery in Spring Creek, 
Tennessee, located north of Jackson, Tennessee. Charles Hoyt and Dorothy Carmen Turley 
Crider had three children: 

1. Sharron Ann Crider, daughter of Charles Hoyt and Dorothy Carmen Turley 

Crider, was born March 26, 1941 in Texas. Sharron Ann Crider married Michael John 

Kurish, Jr. and they had three children: 

1. Michael John Kurish 


110 


2. Dianna Lynn Kurish 
3. Christa Annette Kurish 
2. Christa Darleen Crider, daughter of Rev. Charles Hoyt and Dorothy Carmen 
Turley Crider, was born March 6, 1947. She married Dr. Rugar Chastine Parker, Jr. 
He was born May 15, 1944 in Rome, Georgia. She married Dr. Parker while they were 
both in service. They were married April 17, 1971 at the Base Chapel, Gunter A.F.B. 
at Montgomery, Alabama. Christa Darleene was a WAF Lieutenant in the U. S. Air 
Force at the Air Force Base at Montgomery, Alabama. They were later stationed in 
California. They have three children, all girls: 
1. Christa Juliann Parker was born September 8, 1976 at Edwards Air 
Force Base, California. 
2. Heather McClain Parker was born June 13, 1978 at Edwards Air Force 
Base, California. 
3; Karl Marie Parker was born September 16, 1980 at Kansas City, 
Missouri. 
3. Charles Hoyt Crider, Jr., son of Charles Hoyt and Dorothy Carmey Turley 
Crider, was born February 8, 1954 in Newbern, North Carolina. He moved to 
Memphis, Tennessee after graduating from Lambeth College and teaches piano there. 
Il-1d. John William Elbert Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, was born 
October 5, 1878 in Ellistown, Mississippi and died of typhoid fever in Tupelo, Mississippi on 
March 6, 1910. He is buried in the Glenwood Cemetery in Tupelo, Mississippi. He was not 
married. He worked for Railway Express Company and for the Frisco Railroad. He was buried 
in the Crider Plot in Glenwood Cemetery. He was the first person to be buried in this plot. 
This plot was purchased by William and Mammy Crider. Mary said it would take care of all 
the family including nieces and nephews. There are not very many unused graves there. 
IlI-le. James Monroe Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, was born 
September 23, 1890 in Ellistown, Mississippi and died December 21, 1943 and is buried in the 
Crider Family Plot in Glenwood Cemetery, Tupelo, Mississippi. He married Nancy Pearl Burks 
January 4, 1913 in Michie, Tennessee. Nancy Pearl Burks, daughter of D. L. and Fannie 
Elizabeth Curtis Burks, was born in Adamsville, Tennessee May 25, 1897. D. L. Burks was 
born August 3, 1858 and died January 28, 1875. Frances "Fannie" Elizabeth Curtis Burks was 
born January 19, 1875 and died in 1953. Nancy Pearl Burks Crider died January 3, 1978 in 
the home of her daughter, Anna Faye Crider, in Baldwyn, Mississippi and is buried in 
Glenwood Cemetery by the side of her husband. James Monroe and Nancy Pearl Burks Crider 
had four children: 
1. Anna Faye Crider, daughter of James Monroe and Nancy Pearl Burks Crider, was born 
July 14, 1916 in Tupelo, Lee County, Mississippi. Anna Faye lives in Baldwyn, 20 miles north 
of Tupelo on U. S. 45. Anna Faye managed the Blue Bell Manufacturing Plant in Baldwyn for 
33 years. She was the first woman manager of any of their plants. Faye is not married and 
retired in 1981. 
ae Earleene Elizabeth Crider, daughter of James Monroe and Nancy Pearl Burks Crider, 
was born November 5, 1919 in Tupelo, Mississippi. Earleene married Devure Vandiver on 
October 22, 1937 in Tupelo. Devure was born August 13, 1917 in Bissell, Mississippi. Bissell 
is six miles west of Tupelo. Earleene and Devure formerly lived in Anaheim, California but 
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now live in Baldwyn. They moved to Baldwyn in November 1978. Devure and Earleene Crider 
Vandiver had three children: 


3. 


1. Thomas Robert Vandiver of Long Beach, California, son of Devure and Earleene 
Crider Vandiver, was born in Tupelo, Mississippi on July 27, 1938. He married Patricia 
Ann Schueslar Of Bellflower, California. Patricia was born June 23, 1938. Robert and 
Patricia Vandiver are divorced. Robert Vandiver married the second time. They had 
no children. He is divorced and married the third time to Barbara Gaines. Thomas 
Robert and Patricia Ann Schueslar Vandiver have two daughters: 

1. Catheline Ann Vandiver was born March 1, 1960 in Anaheim, California. 

She married Mark McGee on June 18, 1982 in Anaheim. 

2. Debra Lynn Vandiver was born March 23, 1962 in Anaheim, California. 

She is not married and lives with her mother and attends Pasadena Art School. 
2. Richard Allen "Buddy" Vandiver, son of Devure and Earleene Crider Vandiver, 
was born in Tupelo, Mississippi on September 6, 1942. Richard married Patricia Homan 
of Tupelo on January 3, 1963. Patricia is the daughter of Mrs. Tina Dean Homan of 
Tupelo. Richard and Patricia were married in Tupelo. She was born June 12, 1946. 
Richard Allen and Patricia Homan Vandiver have three children: 

1. Michael Allen Vandiver was born October 25, 1964 in Tupelo, 

Mississippi. 

2. Nancy Jane Vandiver was born June 17, 1967 in Tupelo. 

3. Amanda Joy Vandiver was born September 19, 1969 in Tupelo. 
3. Janice Faye Vandiver, daughter of Devure and Erleene Crider Vandiver, was born 
in Tupelo, Mississippi on March 4, 1946. She married Elwin Pinney of Rutland, 
Vermont, on March 19, 1969 at the Wedding Chapel in Santa Ana, California. Elwin 
Eddie Pinney was born in Rutland, Vermont on July 28, 1945. He and Janice met while 
he was serving in the Navy. They had a daughter, Anna Jean Pinney, born in Fullerton, 
California on August 8, 1973. Janice Faye Vandiver Pinney died after a long illness in 
Baldwyn, Mississippi on January 6, 1983. She is buried in the Crider Family Plot next 
to her grandmother, Pearl Burks Crider, in Glenwood Cemetery, Tupelo. Janice’s 
daughter, Anna Jean, makes her home with her grandmother and grandfather in Tupelo. 
Her father has remarried. 
Robert Nash Crider, son of James Monroe and Nancy Pearl Burks Crider, was born 


November 17, 1921 in Tupelo, Mississippi. He married Christine Bradley of Tupelo, April 5, 
1941 in Tupelo. She was born June 10, 1921 in Tupelo. They live in Leslie, Arkansas. Robert 
Nash and Christine Bradley Crider have three children: 
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1. Robert David Crider, son of Robert Nash and Christine Bradley Crider, was born 
March 18, 1943 in Tupelo. He now lives in Ft. Pierce, Florida. They have one son, 
Ethan Crider, who was born February 15, 1976 in Arkansas. Robert and his wife are 
divorced. Ethan lives with his mother. Robert David retired in September of 1984 and 
now lives in Leslie, Arkansas. 

2. Cheryl Ann Crider, daughter of Robert Nash and Christine Bradley Crider, was 
born August 13, 1946 in Tupelo. She married John Peterson September 18, 1965 in Ft. 
Pierce, Florida. They are now divorced. The children of John and Cheryl Ann Crider 


Peterson: 


1. Larry Peterson was born November 12, 1966 in Florida. 

2. Karen Peterson was born July 15, 1972 in Leslie, Arkansas. 

3. Lila Peterson was born in 1975 in Leslie, Arkansas. 

4. Anna Peterson was born May 5, 1977 in Leslie, Arkansas. 
3. James Douglas Crider, son of Robert Nash and Christine Bradley Crider, was born 
November 18, 1947. He lives in Ft. Pierce, Florida. 
4. Edward Leon Crider, son of James Monroe and Nancy Pearl Burks Crider, was born 


April 17, 1926 in Tupelo. He married to Billie Lavelle Bickerstaff April 10, 1945 in Tupelo. 
Billie, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Bickerstaff was born July 17, 1927. Edward Crider 
is Chief of Police of Tupelo and has been for more than twenty years. There was a news item 
in the Jackson, Mississippi Clarion Ledger concerning Ed Crider. The paper stated that the 
position of Chief of Police in Tupelo has been an elective position, but in the future the office 
would be appointive. Edward Crider served in World War II in the U. S. Marine Corps. 
Edward Leon and Billie Lavelle Bickerstaff Crider have children: 
1. Edward Leon Crider, Jr. son of Edward Leon and Billie Lavelle Bickerstaff 
Crider, Sr., was born in Tupelo, Mississippi September 19, 1947. He died at age 15 in 
a tragic automobile accident on October 15, 1962. He is buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, 
Saltillo Road, Tupelo, Mississippi where his Bickerstaff grandparents are buried. 
2; Unnamed daughter, stillborn December 30, 1950. 
os John Paul Crider , son of Edward Leon and Billie Lavelle Bickerstaff Crider, Sr., 
and was born in Tupelo on February 12, 1953. He married Joyce Nell Witt of Tupelo 
on May 25, 1974 at the Harrisburg Baptist Church in Tupelo. Joyce Nell Witt was born 
in Tupelo August 19, 1955. They were married on Mammy’s and Aunt Pearl’s 
birthdays. John Paul Crider was graduated from the University of Mississippi Medical 
School in Jackson, Mississippi on March 1, 1983. He interned at St. Francis Hospital 
in Memphis, Tennessee, and is now in practice in Tupelo, Mississippi. John Paul and 
Joyce Crider have two boys and one girl: 
1. John Paul Crider, Jr. was born February 12, 1977 in Tupelo, Mississippi. 
2. Patrick Edward Crider was born January 14, 1982 in Jackson, Mississippi. 
3. Rebakah Abigail Crider was born November 23, 1983 in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
Il-1f. Claud McQuerter Crider, Sr., son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, was 
born November 21, 1894 in Ellistown, Mississippi and died January 6, 1942 in Memphis, 
Tennessee. He is buried in the Glenwood Cemetery, Tupelo, Lee County, Mississippi in the 
Crider Family Plot. Claud married Kathleen Porter of Tupelo in 1917 in Memphis, Tennessee. 
Kathleen Porter was born in Blue Mountain, Mississippi September 16, 1900 and died September 
2, 1968. She is buried in Southern Memorial Cemetery, Gulfport, Mississippi. They lived in 
Memphis where Claud, Sr. worked as a salesman for Swift and Company. After the death of 
her husband, Claud M. Crider, Sr., Kathleen married the second time Owen Palmer from 
Gulfport, Mississippi. Claud McQuerter and Kathleen Porter Crider, Sr., had two children: 
1. Claud McQuerter Crider, Jr., son of Claud McQuerter and Kathleen Porter Crider, Sr., 
was born in Waco, Texas on December 27, 1919. He married Charlotte Marie Church in 
Columbia, S. C. July 3, 1943 while he was in the Air Force. He was an aviator in World War 
II. Charlotte was born in Laurel, Mississippi June 14, 1920 and died in Eureka Springs, 
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Arkansas May 14, 1975. She is buried there in the Church Family Cemetery. Charlotte Marie 
worked for the F. B. I. in New Orleans while Claud was stationed there in the Air Force. Claud 
was living in Escataupa, Mississippi working at the Ford Truck Stop on Highway 63 and I-10, 
but is now retired and lives in Gautier, Mississippi. Claud McQuerter and Charlotte Church 
Crider Jr. had four boys: 
1. Claud McQuerter Crider III, son of Claud McQuereter and Charlotte Church 
Crider, Jr., was born April 25, 1945 in Berryville, Arkansas while his father was in 
college there. He married Linda Louise Mitchell of Lafayette, Louisiana May 21, 1971. 
Linda Louise was born October 13, 1948 in Lafayette, Louisiana. They did live in Little 
Mountain, South Carolina, but now they live in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. Claud Crider 
III owns and operates an accounting office. Claude McQuerter III and Linda Louise 
Mitchell Crider have three children: 
1. Melissa Ann Crider was born June 13, 1974 in Columbia, South Carolina. 
2. Christopher Mitchell Crider was born May 1976 in Columbia, South 
Carolina. 
3. Paul McQuerter Crider was born March 9, 1979 in Columbia, South 
Carolina. 
2. Louis Edwin Crider, son of Claud McQuerter and Charlotte Church Crider, Jr., 
was born December 17, 1948 in Lafayette, Louisiana. He married Cheryl Ann Cates on 
June 19, 1966 in Biloxi, Mississippi. Cheryl Ann Cates was born December 12, 1950 
in Lafayette, Louisiana. Louis Edwin and Cheryl Ann Cates Crider, have two children: 
1. Louis Edwin Crider, Jr. was born November 12, 1967 in Lafayette, 
Louisiana. 
2. Rita Kathaleen Crider was born November 22, 1968 in Lafayette, 
Louisiana. 
3. Robert "Bobby" Franklin Crider, son of Claud McQuerter and Charlotte Church 
Crider, Jr. was born December 15, 1951 in Fort Smith, Arkansas. Robert Franklin 
Crider married Joan Elizabeth Marks on February 10, 1972 in Lafayette, Louisiana. 
Joan Elizabeth Marks was born May 30, 1951 in Biloxi, Mississippi. They divorced but 
are now remarried to each other. They have two children: 
1. Robert Franklin Crider, Jr. was born February 28, 1973 in Lafayette, 
Louisiana. 
2. Arthur David Crider was born after the second marriage in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, September 12, 1981. 
4. Richard Owen Crider, son of Claud McQuerter and Charlotte Church Crider, Jr., 
was born May 10, 1954 in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He was married to Sandra Mayberry 
in Eureka Springs, Arkansas on June 17, 1976. Sandra was born in Denver, Colorado 
on November 15, 1953. Richard is a musician and has a band of his own. He did live 
in Lake Charles, Louisiana. Sandra and Richard were divorced in February of 1981. 
Richard Owen Crider now lives in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 
2. Mildred "Mickey" Eula Crider, daughter of Claud McQuerter and Kathleen Porter Crider, 
Sr., was born February 24,1922 in Tupelo, Lee County, Mississippi. She married Homer 
Franklin Townley, Jr. in Ellisville, Mississippi on June 15, 1941. Homer Franklin Townley was 
borri November 12, 1919 in Carbon Hill, Alabama. He served in World War II. They now live 
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in Gulfport, Mississippi. They have three daughters: 
1. Judith Lynn Townley, daughter of Homer Franklin and Mildred Eula Crider 
Townley Jr., was born in Laurel, Mississippi March 7, 1947. Judith Lynn Townley 
married first Donald Zion in 1963 in Bogalusa, Louisiana and was divorced in Gulfport 
in 1965. Judith Lynn Townley and Donald Zion had a daughter: 

1. Stacy Lynn Zion was born in Gulfport on September 9, 1964. She was 

adopted by Jarrett Walker, her stepfather, whose name she took, Stacy Lynn Zion 

Walker. 

Judith Lynn Townley married the second time to Jarrett Walker October 20, 1967 
in Gulfport. Jarrett Walker was born in September of 1943. Judith and Jarrett Walker 
were divorced in 1984 but are now remarried. Their children: 

1. Melissa Kay Walker was born in Gulfport, Mississippi January 4, 1969. 

2. Kelly Elizabeth Walker was born in Gulfport, Mississippi December 22, 

1971. They live in Panama City, Florida. 

2. Susan Denise Townley, daughter of Homer Franklin and Mildred Eula Crider 
Townley, Jr., was born in Ellisville, Mississippi October 18, 1952. She married Lonnie 
Wilson Whiten in Gulfport, Mississippi August 29, 1975. They were married in the 
First Methodist Church in Gulfport. Lonnie was born September 9, 1953 in Louisville, 
Kentucky. They have a son: 

1. Jason Wilson Whiten was born July 12, 1979 in Gulfport, Mississippi. 
3. Debra Lea Townley, daughter of and Homer Franklin and Mildred Eula Crider 
Townley, Jr., was born June 25, 1955 in Gulfport, Mississippi. She married John 
Griffin West June 20, 1974 in Gulfport. John West served in the U. S. Navy. They 
were divorced in 1977. They had no children. Debra lives at home with her family. 

IlI-1g. Robert Ernest Crider, son of William E. and Sarah Jane Murry Crider, was born May 
8, 1898 in Ellistown, Mississippi. Ellistown is near Highway 78 about thirty miles from Tupelo. 
Robert Ernest Crider married Ozzie Earle Ford of the Beech Springs Community, north of 
Tupelo about six miles off the Natchez Trace Parkway. They were married in Beech Springs 
at the home of her parents on October 15, 1921. Ozzie was born December 15, 1897 in Beech 
Springs and died October 12, 1975, and is buried in Beech Springs Cemetery, near Saltillo, 
Mississippi. She died of a massive heart attack. Robert Ernest Crider had a stroke and was a 
patient for several years in the Cedars Nursing Home in Tupelo. He also had diabetes and was 
an invalid. Ernest Crider died April 10, 1979 in Cedars Health Center of a heart attack. Tom 
and I had the privilege of visiting with him not too long before he died. Ernest sold advertising, 
pens, pencils, etc., also sold beer, and was with Hardins Bakery for five years as a salesman - 
a very good salesman, I hear. They had no children. 

H-2. Margaret E. Crider, daughter of Elbert J. and Martha H. Pierson Crider, was born 
December 27, 1858 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, married William Monroe Rogers 
November 7, 1878 in Tuscaloosa County, died February 23, 1910 and is buried in Union 
Presbyterian Church Cemetery. William Marion Rogers was born June 24, 1851 and died April 
3, 1927 and is buried in Union Cemetery. James William Marion Rogers, son of James and 
Elizabeth Rogers, was born June 24, 1851 and died April 3, 1927. I was told they lived in 
Birmingham, Alabama after they married. Possibly they did early in their married life, but in 
1880, they were living in Tuscaloosa County. Their home was at Rock Castle, a mining town 
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near Vance. Both are buried in Union Presbyterian Church Cemetery at Vance, Alabama. 
Gravestones are inscribed: 


William Marion Rogers - June 24, 1851 - April 3, 1927 
Maggie J. Crider - Wife of W. M. Rogers - Dec. 27, 1858 - Feb. 23, 1910 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Trion, family #1668 
Rogers, James, age 45, b. N. C., farmer 

Elizabeth, age 40, b. Tenn, seamstress 

John, age 19 

Martha, age 12 

Marion, age 9 

Sarah, age 3 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. 0. Smallwood, family #220 
Rogers, W. M., age 28, b. Ala, father b. N. C., mother b. Tenn 
Margaret J., wife, age 21, b. Ala, 
James W. E., age 10/12, son 


1900 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, Beat 13, family #22 
Rogers, William - Head, b. June 1851, age 48, m. 21 yrs, b. Ala, father b. N. C., mother b. Tenn 
Margaret J., wife, b. Dec. 1859, age 40, 6 children, 6 living 
William, son, age 20, b. Aug. 1879 
John, son, age 19, b. 1881 
Walter L., son, age 16, b. June 1884 
Minnie D., dau, age 17, b. Sept 1882 
Lulu B., dau, age 9, b. April 1891 
Arnold V., son, age 9/12, b. Sept 1899 


Margaret J. Crider Rogers died February 23, 1910. William Rogers moved, before the 
1910 census was taken in June, 1910, to near Helene, Alabama. 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Vance Precinct, family #194 

Rogers, William, Head, age 58, married 31 years, b. Ala, father b. N. C., mother b, Tenn 
Lulu, dau, age 17, b. April 1891, single 
Victor, son, age 10, b. Sept 1899 

Oglesby, Della, boarder, age 25, married, no children, b. Sept 1882 

Crider, E. J., father-in-law, age 76, married 


Della was Minnie Delia, daughter of William Marion and Margaret J. Crider Rogers. 
The information I have is that she was married to Dan Oglesby and they had three children. 
Della was listed as a boarder and married, but where were her husband and children? Lulu 
Rogers was married to John Cameron Ellis on July 3, 1910 in Tuscaloosa County. 

Elbert Crider, father-in-law, died August 19, 1910, very shortly after the census taker 
had been by. His wife, Martha, lived until March 19, 1929. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM MARION ROGERS and MARGARET J. CRIDER ROGERS 


Ill-2a. James William Elbert Rogers born August 6, 1878, died January 24, 1937, 
married Rossie Hicks May 20, 1905. Rossie Hicks was born b. May 4, 1888 and died July 25, 
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1972. | 


ItI-2b. John J. Rogers born February 24, 1881, died February 12, 1943, married Lela 
Baldwin who was born June 4, 1883 and died September 11, 1970. 

M-2c. Minnie Della Rogers born September 29, 1882, married Sam Oglesby. 

MW-2d. Walter Roscoe Rogers born January 26, 1885, died December 19, 1937, married 
Lee Della Scurlock who was born March 26, 1892 and died December 9, 1949. 

m-2e. Lula B. Rogers born April 21, 1891, died July 18, 1962, married John Cameron 
Ellis July 3, 1910. | 

TH-2f. Arnold Victor Rogers born September 7, 1899, died January 1981, married Ada 


Mae Lindsey in Tuscaloosa County June 12, 1927. She was born October 29, 1898 and died 
February 24, 1968. | 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM MARION ROGERS and MARGARET J. CRIDER ROGERS 
M-2a. James William Elbert Rogers, son and oldest child of William Marion and 
Margaret J. Crider Rogers, was born August 6, 1878 at the Rogers Homeplace, near Vance, 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He died January 24, 1937 and is buried in Union Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church Cemetery, near Vance. | 

James William Elbert Rogers married Rossie Hicks, who was from Bibb County, 
Alabama. She was born May 4, 1888 in Bibb County and died July 25, 1972. William E. 
Rogers and Rossie Hicks were married May 20, 1905. He was a timber contractor. They lived 
in Abernant and later in Yolande and that is where Margaret J. Crider Rogers’ father, William 
E. Crider, died. ! 

William E. Rogers was a member of the Union Presbyterian Church. He joined this 
church when he was young and never belonged to any other. His wife, Rossie, was a member 
of the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church near Abernant, Alabama. Rossie Rogers is buried in the 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church Cemetery. 

I found a gravestone in the Union Church Cemetery inscribed Addie Rogers. Bertis 
Harmon said this was a daughter-in-law of Walter R. Rogers buried in the place where her 
mother Rossie should have been buried. | 

I have been confused by William E. Rogers’ name while I searched for the records of 
his life. Ellen Rogers had sent me a list of the children of William and Margaret J. Crider 
Rogers, which included a James W. Rogers’ but no William E. Rogers. I never could find James 


E. Rogers in any records and his tombstone at Union Cemetery is engraved: 


William E. Rogers - b. Aug. 6, 1878 - d. Jan. 24, 1937 


Bertis Rogers Harmon cleared up the mystery when she explained that her father’s name 
was James William Elbert Rogers, but he never used the James to her knowledge. 


CHILDREN of JAMES WILLIAM ELBERT ROGERS and ROSSIE HICKS ROGERS 
1. Roy Rogers was born September 1, 1907. He married Inez Hendrix and they lived in 
Brookwood, Alabama. Roy Rogers died September 29, 1972 and is buried in the Pleasant 
Grove Baptist Church Cemetery, near Abernant. 
2. Bertis Rogers was born July 5, 1909 and married W. D. Harmon October 31, 1925 in 
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Tuscaloosa County. She was 16 years old when she married. 
Robert Lucian Rogers was born November 25, 1912 and died July 8, 1977. 
James Thomas Rogers was born December 8, 1913 and died August 27, 1963. 
Ollis Eugene Rogers was born March 27, 1916. 
George William Rogers was born December 31, 1918. 
Howard Richard Rogers was born April 21, 1921. 
Margaret Rogers, twin to Marshall was born March 7, 1924. 
‘ Marshall Rogers, twin to Margaret Rogers was born March 7, 1924, and died March 
17,1924. 
II-2b. John "Johnny" J. Rogers, son of James William Elbert and Margaret J. Crider 
Rogers, was born in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama February 24, 1881 and died February 12, 
1943. He is buried in the Plantersville Cemetery in Plantersville, Union County, Mississippi. 
John J. Rogers married Lela Baldwin in Tupelo, Lee County, Mississippi. Lela Baldwin was 
born June 4, 1883 in Calhoun County, Mississippi and died September 11, 1970. She is buried 
in the Union Cemetery, Union County, Mississippi. After Johnny Rogers and Lela Baldwin 
married they made their home in Plantersville. Johnny and Lela Rogers had three children: 
1. Margaret "Maggie" Mae Rogers, daughter of John J. and Lela Baldwin Rogers, was born 
May 31, 1907 in Tupelo, Mississippi. She married John Roy Raines on March 26, 1927 in 
Tupelo, and lived near Plantersville. Johnny Raines died November 23, 1980 and is buried in 
Beet Springs Cemetery located 4 miles north of Tupelo. They had a son: 
1. Grady Raines was born February 8, 1931 in Guntown, Lee County, Mississippi. 
Grady is not married. He is a very talented person, plays many instruments and does 
many other things. Margaret Mae Raines now lives in Tupelo. Her son, Grady, lives 
there also. 
2. Willie Clyde Rogers, son of John J. and Lela Baldwin Rogers, was born October 8, 1909 
in Guntown, Mississippi. He married Callie Mae Edge on May 12, 1934 and they lived in 
Guntown. Callie Mae Edge Rogers died October 12, 1967 in an automobile accident. There 
was a heavy fog and the car hit a bridge. Their children, Neal age 22 years and Betty age 15 
and a girl friend of Betty’s, were killed also. They are buried in Union cemetery near 
Plantersville, Mississippi. 
Willie Clyde Rogers, after the death of his wife, Callie Mae Edge, married Ruth Loper 
from Fulton, Mississippi on May 1968. They had no children. 
3. Ruby Rogers, daughter of John J. and Lela Baldwin Rogers, was born September 11, 1911 
and lived only two hours. She is buried in the Matthews Cemetery off the Natchez Trace. 
mM-2c. Minnie Della Rogers, daughter of William Marion and Margaret J. Crider Rogers, 
was born September 29, 1882. She married Sam Oglesby. They lived in Birmingham, Alabama 
and had three children: 
1. Toy Oglesby married Luther Goode and they have four children. 
2. Vera Oglesby married Joe Boyd. 
3. Joe Oglesby married Nettie Lawley and they have two children: 
1. Carl Oglesby. 
2. Linda Oglesby. 
M-2d. Walter Roscoe Rogers, son of William Marion and Margaret J. Crider Rogers, 
was born in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama January 26, 1885 and died December 19, 1937. 
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Roscoe is buried in Union Presbyterian Cemetery, near Vance, Alabama. Walter married Lee 
Della Scurlock. She was born March 26, 1892 and died December 9, 1949 and is buried in 
Union Presbyterian Cemetery. I think they lived in Birmingham. Their tombstones are 
inscribed: 


Walter R. Rogers - Jan. 26, 1885 - Dec. - 19, 1937 
Lee Della - March 26, 1892 - Dec. 9, 1949 


Walter Roscoe Rogers and Lee Della Scurlock had only one son that I know of, Walter 
Lee Rogers. 


1910 Bibb County, Alabama Census, Precinct 6, Six Mile, family # 312 
Rogers, Walter R., Head, age 25, married 2 yrs, 1 child, 1 living 

Lee Della, wife, age 18, married 2 yrs 

Walter L., son, age 1 2/12 yrs 
Smith Charlie (cousins) 

Daisey 

Burtram 

Burley 


CHILDREN of WALTER ROSCOE ROGERS and LEE DELLA SCURLOCK ROGERS 
1. Walter Lee Rogers, son of Walter Roscoe and Lee Della Scurlock Rogers, married first 
time, Irene Kizziah and they had two children. 

1. Willie Lee Rogers, now deceased. 

2. Evelyn Louise Rogers, only lived 10 hours. 

After the death of his wife, Irene Kizzah, Walter Lee Rogers married the second time 
to Martha Marie Pennington and they had 13 children: 


CHILDREN of WALTER ROSCOE ROGERS and 
MARTHA MARIE PENNINGTON ROGERS 

Thomas Lee Rogers was born August 13, 1937. 
Mary Lee Rogers was born February 14, 1940. 
Emma Jean Rogers was born July 31, 1942. 
Elizabeth Ann Rogers was born August 1, 1944. 
Walter Earl Rogers was born December 15, 1945. 
Linda Rogers was born November 18, 1947. 
Helen Louise Rogers was born March 5, 1949. 
Charles Willie Rogers was born January 10, 1950. 
Annette Rogers was born June 19, 1953. 

10. Wanda Gayle Rogers was born January 4, 1955. 

11. James Ruben Rogers was born August 15, 1956. 

12. Michael Rogers was born January 15, 1959. 

13. Teena Darlene Rogers was born July 8, 1963. l 
2. William Elliott Rogers, son of Walter Roscoe and Lee Della Scurlock Rogers, was born 
near Abernant, Alabama. He married Alice Dement of Bessemer, Alabama. After their 
marriage they lived in Abernant. William and Alice Rogers had children: 
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1. William E. Rogers, Jr. 
2. Alice Faye Rogers 
3. Arnold Rogers 
3. Minnie Opal Rogers, daughter of Walter Roscoe and Lee Della Scurlock Rogers, married 
Marshall Arledge January 3, 1949 and they live in Bessemer, Alabama. They have children: 
1. Helen Arledge was born October 28, 1949. She married Johnny Cash. 
2. Donald Arledge, born March 1952, twin. 
3. Ronald Arledge, born March 1952, twin. 
4. Ida Mae Rogers, daughter of Walter Roscoe and Lee Della Scurlock Rogers, married James 
B. McRhee. They had children: 
© Robert McRhee. 
. Betty McRhee. 
3. Jerry McRhee. 
4. Jimmy McRhee. 
5. Patricia "Patsy" McRhee. 
6. Philip McRhee. 
Iil-2e. Lula B. Rogers, daughter of William Marion and Margaret J. Crider Rogers, was 
born April 21, 1891 and died July 18, 1962 in Birmingham, Alabama. Lula married John 
Cameron Ellis on July 3, 1910 and they lived in Birmingham. John C. Ellis was a contractor 
in the business of building homes. Their first children, twins died at birth, but they had other 
children: 
1. Bernice Glayde Ellis was born May 29, 1912, married Howard Goolsby and they have 
one son: 
1. Edward Leon Goolsby 
2. John William Ellis was born March 29, 1915 and married Irene Ellis. They lived in 
East Lake, Birmingham, Alabama. John William Ellis is deceased. They had two sons: 
1. Thomas Ellis. 
2. William Ellis. 
3; Govy Lafayette Ellis was born August 29, 1918 in a community known as Bull Dog Bend 
just past the town of Belle Ellen. Belle Ellen was a mining community located in Bibb County 
near the Tuscaloosa County line. I do not know in which county Bull Dog Bend was located. 
Govy was in the Air Force and retired in 1976. At one time he was in the dry cleaning 
business. Govy married Sybil A. Tipton and they had a daughter: 
1. Alice Karen Ellis married John Stough. 
4. Violet Hazel Ellis born September 14, 1920, married Mose Martin Chandler and they 
live in Pinson, Alabama. They have a daughter: 
1. Paula Fay Chandler. 
5. Robert Ralph Ellis was born December 16, 1922. He married Annie Merle Edge and 
they live in Birmingham. Robert and Annie Merle Ellis have children: 
5 Betty Jean Ellis, She married Fred O’Barr. 
John Allen Ellis is married. 
Ronald Ralph Ellis married Kathy Thomas. 
Beverly Ann Ellis was married and is divorced. 
Margaret Virginia Ellis was born September 9, 1924, married Harne Thedford 
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"Ted" Owens and they lived in Birmingham. She is deceased. Harne Thedford and 
Margaret Virginia Ellis Owens had three children: 
1. Linda Sharon Owens married Billy Earl McKleroy. They had two 
children: 
1. Mark McKleroy. 
2. David McKleroy. 
2. Robert Owens was married and is divorced. 
3. Peggy Joyce Owens married Horace Vinson and they have two children. 
6. Connie Fay Ellis was born October 8, 1926. She married Larry Autrey and they 
live in Houston, Texas. They have two children: 
1. Phyllis Ann Autrey married Jimmie Robinson and they have two children. 
2. Deborah Kay Autrey is not married. l 
7. Benjamin Curtis Ellis was born May 13, 1929. He married Lena Camp and the 
live in Sumter, South Carolina. Benjamin and Lena Ellis had four children, three girls 
and one boy: 
1. Sharolyn Ellis is married. 
2. Carolyn Ellis is married. 
3. Marilyn Ellis is married. 
4. Leonard Ellis is married. 
m-2f. Arnold Victor Rogers. son and youngest child of William Marion and Margaret 
J. Crider Rogers, was born September 7, 1899 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died January 
1981 in Chattanooga, Tennessee. He is buried in Union Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Vance, 
Alabama. Victor married Ada Mae Lindsey June 12, 1927 at Brookwood, Alabama. The 
ceremony was performed by William Murry, Justice of the Peace. Ada Mae Lindsey was born 
October 29, 1898 and died February 24, 1948 and is buried in Union Cemetery. Children of 
Arnold Victor and Ada Mae Lindsey Rogers: 
1. Edward Arnold Rogers, son of Arnold Victor and Ada Mae Lindsey Rogers was born 
February 14, 1928. He married Ellen Hyde on January 29, 1949 and they live in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. He is employed by the DuPont Company. Edward and Ellen Rogers had children: 
1. Linda Ellen Rogers was born November 21, 1949. She married Joe Ralph 
Simpson and they have two children: 
1. Brian Joseph Simpson was born September 9, 1973. 
2. Scott Wesley Simpson was born December 30, 1975. 
2. Sandra Kay Rogers was born March 19, 1953. 
3. Thomas Edward Rogers was born April 27, 1957. He married Cynthia Brown. 
2. James Harold Rogers, son of Arnold Victor and Ada Mae Lindsey Rogers, was born April 
11, 1930 in Belle Ellen, a mining town in Bibb County, Alabama. James Harold Rogers 
married Margie Pell and they live in Rockway, New Jersey. James Harold and Margie Pell 
Rogers had children: 
1. Donald Rogers married Nofri Fenora. 
2. Richard Amold Rogers was born May 1, 1960 and died April 27, 1969 in an 
accident. He was riding his bicycle and got off his bike, laid it by the side of the road, 
ran across the highway and was struck by a car. He is buried in the Union Cemetery. 
Harold and Margie Rogers are divorced and Harold has since remarried. There is one 
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child born November 23, 1980. 
3. Bernice Eloise Rogers, daughter of Arnold Victor and Ada Mae Lindsey Rogers, was 
born January 29, 1932 in Belle Ellen, Bibb County, Alabama. Bernice married James H. Smith 
and they live in West Blocton, Alabama. Their children: 
1. Reta Smith, daughter of James H. and Bernice Eloise Rogers Smith, was born March 
10, 1947. She married first James F. Reliford. James F. and Reta Smith Reliford had 
a daughter: 
1. Charlotte Reliford. 
After the death of James F. Reliford, Reta married James Grady Adams and they live 
in Thorsley, located near Clanton, Alabama. They have two children: 
2. James Roy Adams. 
3. Marsha Marlene Adams. 
2. Peggy Smith, daughter of James F. and Bernice Eloise Rogers Smith, was born January 
18, 1949 and married James Douglas Scott. They live in Thorsley, Alabama and have two 
children: 
1. Kim Edward Scott 
2. Rachele Michelle Scott 
3. James Larry Smith, son of James F. and Bernice Eloise Rogers Smith, was born January 
20, 1951. He married Shirley Terry and they live in West Blocton. They have no children. 
4. Janet Smith, daughter of James F. and Bernice Eloise Rogers Smith, was born in Bibb 
County, Alabama. She married Clyde Wesley Cook and they live in West Blocton, Alabama. 
They have a son: 
1. Lewis Craig Cook. 
I-3. Nancy H. Crider, daughter of Elbert J. and Martha H. Pierson Crider, was born 
February 25, 1860 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died March 31, 1860 at the age of one 
month. She is buried in Union Cumberland Presbyterian Church Cemetery located near Vance, 
Alabama. Nancy was never listed on any census record as she died before it was taken. 
I-4. Sarah L. A. Crider, daughter of Elbert J. and Martha H. Pierson Crider, was born 
September 24, 1863 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. She died September 18, 1870 at the age 
of five years. She is buried in Union Cumberland Presbyterian Church Cemetery. 
Ii-5. Mary Frances "Fannie" Crider, daughter of Elbert J. and Martha H. Pierson Crider, was 
born May 5, 1866 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died March 22, 1930 in Tuscaloosa 
County and is buried in Big Hurricane Baptist Church Cemetery, Brookwood, Alabama. She 
married William Washington "Grandpa Willie" Lawrence on September 25, 1885. Additional 
information about the William Washington and Mary Frances Lawrence family is included under 
the John and Polly Lawrence Chapter of this book. 
Il-6. James Thomas "Uncle Tom" Crider, son of Elbert J. and Martha H. Pierson Crider, was 
born in 1871 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. I do not have a birth date for Tom Crider, 
however, the information from the 1880 Tuscaloosa County Census indicates he was born in 
1871. He married Alice Kennedy at Milldale, Alabama on December 16, 1894, listed on the 
marriage license as J. T. Crider and A. S. J. Kennedy. Tom and Alice evidently lived in 
Bessemer, Alabama for a while. Virner Crider, who was a grandson of William E. Crider, told 
me that he was told that when he was one year old, in 1902, he was carried with his parents 
from Tupelo, Mississippi, where his parents were living, to Bessemer, Alabama to visit his 
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Uncle Tom Crider. They traveled in an oxcart. I thought Tom Crider might have been working 
in a steel mill but Virner said he was a coal miner. I have a photograph of Tom Crider at the 
gate of his home and in the background his wife is standing with her hands on the post of the 
porch. I don’t know where they were living then, but Tom Crider was wearing a miners hat. 
Tom Crider’s parent’s home, where Tom was raised, was near Vance, Alabama which is near 
the Bibb-Tuscaloosa County line. Vance is near Kellerman, the heart of the Warrior coal fields, 
so possibly Tom might have worked in some of these mines before moving to Bessemer. 

The Artesia to Montgomery line of the M & 0 Railroad, with the Warrior Branch from 
Tuscaloosa to Kellerman and the Moffett Branch from Eoline to Blocton in Bibb County, was 
built to tap the Warrior and Cahaba coal fields. These very important branch lines carried huge 
quantities of coal between 1900 and 1930, however, the depression in the 30"s almost ended the 
business. 

Bertram Stacy thinks Uncle Tom Crider worked at one time in a postoffice located in a 
bank, probably in Brookwood, which is between Vance and Kellerman. 

Tom Crider and Alice Kennedy Crider had only one child, a daughter, Ira. Ira was 
married to George _? in West Point, Mississippi. At some time Tom Crider lived with his 
daughter. I have no other information on Alice Kennedy Crider. 

In later life Tom Crider lived with William Washington and Mary Frances Lawrence, 
Tom’s sister. After his sister died he stayed on there and kept house and did the cooking for 
Grandpa Willie. 

Il-7. Velma U. U. L. Crider, daughter of Elbert J. and Martha H. Pierson Crider, was born 
September 8, 1875 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died October 1, 1898 at the age of 23. 
She is buried in Union Cumberland Presbyterian Church Cemetery, located near Vance, 
Alabama. 

H-8. Belle Dixie Crider, daughter of Elbert J. and Martha H. Pierson Crider, was born 
January 5, 1877 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. She died July 22, 1911 and is buried in Union 
Presbyterian Church Cemetery. She married W. T. "Tom" Kizziah on March 5, 1899. The 
wedding ceremony was performed by the bride’s father, E. J. Crider, Justice of the Peace, at 
his home. Belle Dixie Crider and Tom Kizziah had two children: 

I-8a. Tom Kizziah 

Ill-8b. Wyman Kizziah was born August 27, 1903 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died 
February 25, 1908 and is buried in Union Cemetery, Vance, Alabama. 

IH-9. Viola L. Crider, daughter of Elbert J. Crider and Martha Howell Pierson was born in 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Viola Crider was listed on the 1880 Tuscaloosa County census 
as being seven years old, which means she was born in 1873. Viola L. Crider married Robert 
Thomas. The marriage license listed their names as R. F. Thomas and Viola Crider. They 
were married January 22, 1890 at the residence of her parents. The ceremony was performed 
by her father, Elbert J. Crider, who was Justice of the Peace. After their marriage they lived 
in Abernant, Alabama. I have been told that Robert and Viola Thomas had two children, Ola 
Thomas and Robert Thomas. Another source is that Viola and Robert had only one child and 
he lived in Birmingham. After Robert Thomas died, Viola married the second time to an older 
man. They lived in Birmingham, Alabama. Elmer Lawrence told me that he thinks Viola lived 
to be about 100 years of age. This would mean Viola did not die until the very early 1970’s. 
That seems to have been a mistake. | 
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Chapter 7 
JOHN S. SHAMBLIN and ELISABETH JANE RAY SHAMBLIN 


John S. Shamblin was possibly the earliest Shamblin to settle in Tuscaloosa County, 
Alabama. John Shamblin was born January 11, 1799 in Coweta County, Georgia and died in 
Tuscaloosa County after the 1870 census was taken. Much of this personal information about 
the John S. Shamblin family was excerpted from an article in the Tuscaloosa News, November 
25, 1979, written by Marie Ball. 

John Shamblin worked as a foreman for the Jemison Company, in Coweta County, 
Georgia. He was responsible for the supervision of slaves, building of roads and bridges and 
for the transport of the Jemison estate, in 1921, from Georgia to Alabama. He was put in 
charge of all their operations in North Tuscaloosa and Jefferson Counties. With his salary he 
purchased a farm near Caffee Junction. He farmed his own land in addition to fulfilling the 
duties of his position with the Jemison Company. John S. Shamblin was one of the first settlers 
who carved Alabama from a wilderness. John S. Shamblin married Elisabeth Jane Ray on 
January 12, 1826 in Tuscaloosa County. (Tuscaloosa County marriage records) Elisabeth Jane 
Ray, daughter of Ussery Ray and Nancy Kelly Ray, was born in Georgia ca 1806. The couple 
and had nine children and prospered. All these children except for two, who died young, settled 
on nearby farms. They followed in their parents’ footsteps of hard work, dedication and service 
to their church and community. Old records show them serving as church deacons, elected 
officials and Confederate soldiers. 


1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Dist. 1, page 350, family #597 
Shamblin, John S., age 53, b. Ga, Farmer 
Elisabeth, age 44, b. Ga 
E. Jane, age 17, b. Ala 
William, age 14, b. Ala 
Richard, age, 10, b. Ala 

John, age 8, b. Ala 
Daniel, age 8, b. Ala 
Martha, age 5, b. Ala 
Frances, age 3, b. Ala 
Jacob, age 6/12, b. Ala 


John and Elisabeth Ray Shamblin had nine children. Only eight are listed in the 1850 
Census. I do not know the name of the ninth child. 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. McMath, page 146, family #1771 
Shamblin, John, age 61, b. Ga 

Elisabeth, age 54, b. Ga 

David, age 19, b. Ga 

John, age 19, b. Ga 

Martha, age 16, b. Ga, seamstress 

Sarah, age 13, b. Ga 
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Jacob, age 10, b. Ga 


In the 1850 Census Elizabeth Jane Shamblin was not listed as she had married Franklin 
Lawrence in 1857; Richard Shamblin was not listed as he had married Mary Carroll in April 
of 1860; William Shamblin was not listed, however, he did not marry Mary Jane Lawrence until 
1862. He probably was working away from home. The son listed as Daniel in the 1850 Census 
is listed as David in the 1860 Census. I conclude that his name was Daniel David. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, family #103 
Shamblin, John, age 74, b. Ga, retired farmer 
Elisabeth, age 62, b. Ga, keeping house 
Sarah. F., age 22, b. Ala, at home 
Jacob, age 21, b. Ala, works on farm 


CHILDREN of JOHN D. SHAMBLIN and ELISABETH JANE RAY SHAMBLIN 
ONE - Elisabeth Jane Shamblin born ca 1833, died ca 1917, married Franklin Lawrence July 
7, 1857. Franklin Lawrence was born ca 1831 and died _?_. 

TWO - William Shamblin born February 24, 1836, died September 18, 1875, married Mary 
Jane Lawrence January 25, 1862. 

THREE - Richard Shamblin born ca 1840, married Mary Ellen Carroll April 1860. 

FOUR - John A. Shamblin, twin to Daniel, born ca 1842, married Mary J. _?_. 

FIVE - Daniel Shamblin, twin to John A., born ca 1842. 

SIX - Martha Shamblin, born ca. 1845. 

SEVEN - Sarah Frances Shamblin born ca 1847. 

EIGHT - Jacob Shamblin born ca 1850, married Victoria Pierson October 15, 1874. 


CHILDREN of JOHN D. SHAMBLIN and ELISABETH JANE RAY SHAMBLIN 
ONE - Jane Elizabeth Shamblin, daughter of John S. and Elisabeth Jane Ray Shamblin, born 
in 1833 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, was married at her parents’ home, on July 7, 1857, 
to Franklin Lawrence, with the marriage ceremony performed by A. C. Thompson, M. G. 
(Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 1823-1860) Franklin Lawrence, son of Joel 
Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence, was born ca 1831. Franklin Lawrence was listed in 
the 1850 Census as 17 years of age at the home of his parents. Elizabeth Jane Shamblin 
Lawrence’s brother, William Shamblin, married Mary Jane Lawrence, who was Franklin L. 
Lawrence’s sister. There is no record of the date of the death of Franklin Lawrence or Jane 
Elizabeth Shamblin Lawrence or where they are buried. 

It is evident that Franklin L. Lawrence died prior to January 24, 1873, as on that date a 
document, settling the estate of Joel Barrehart Lawrence, was entered into the Court Records 
of Tuscaloosa County, on which document the name of Franklin L. Lawrence was not included 
as an heir, however, the document was signed, as an heir, by John Lawrence, son of Franklin 
L. Lawrence and grandson of Joel Barrehart Lawrence. 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 12, family #154-158 
Lawrence, Jane, age 46, b. Ala, Father b. Ga, Mother b. Ga 

John, age 21, b. Ala, 
Shamblin, Elizabeth, mother, age 73, b. Ga, Father b. N. C., Mother b. Ga 
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Strickland, James, servant 


December 21, 1903 - Franklin Lawrence and wife to Warrior Coal and Land Company - $800.00 to 
Franklin Lawrence and wife Jane Lawrence by Warrior Land Company 

SE 1/4 of Section 9, Township 20, Range 6 West 

Signed Franklin Lawrence 

Jane Lawrence (Tuscaloosa County Deed Book 62, p. 49) 


It would seem the recording of this deed was delayed for some reason, since we know 
that Franklin Lawrence died prior to April 19, 1888, at which time the transfer of property 
document, settling of the estate of Joel Barrehart Lawrence, was executed and Franklin 
Lawrence was not listed as an heir. Franklin L. and Elizabeth Jane Shamblin Lawrence had a 
son: 

II-1. John T. Lawrence, son of Franklin and Jane Elizabeth Shamblin Lawrence, was married 
to Sarah Burchfield by Rev. W. A. Norwood on December 21, 1883 at the home of John 
Burchfield. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 3, p. 167) 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Parsons Precinct 12, 274-287 
Lawrence, John T., head, age 57, married 26 years, b. Ala, parents b. Ala 

Sallie, wife, age 48, married 26 yrs, 6 children, 5 living 

John F., son, age 18, b. Ala, S. 

Janie, dau, age 18, S. 

Tamer, dau, age 16, S, 

Nancy, dau, age 12, S. 

Elizabeth J., mother, age 76, b. Ala, i child, i living, parents b. Ga 


Children of John T. and Sarah Lawrence: 
II-1a. John F. Lawrence was born ca 1892. 
I-1b. Janie Lawrence was born ca 1892 married Robert O. Green on October 18, 1911 at the 
home of her parents with the marriage ceremony performed by L. L. Parsons,J. P. (Marriage 


Record Book 6, p. 89) 
Il-2c. Tamer Lawrence was born ca 1892 and married W. M. Horton married. (Marriage 


Record Book 9) 
II-2d. Nancy Lawrence was born ca 1898. 

I never could find any information about Franklin Lawrence until I located an affidavit 
written by his son, John T. Lawrence, which provided some clues that guided me to the 


information I had been seeking: 


The 21st day of May 1927 | 
My name is John T. Lawrence, and I live about a quarter of a mile from the line between Jefferson and 


Tuscaloosa Counties and have resided there for many years. My father’s name was Franklin Lawrence 
and my mother’s name was Elizabeth Jane Lawrence. My father, Franklin Lawrence, died many years 
ago leaving no heirs except my mother and myself. He died without a will. For many years prior to her 
death she owned and occupied the said Northwest quarter (NW 1/4) of the Southwest quarter (SW 1/4) of 
Section 10, Township 20, Range 6 West, in Jefferson County, Alabama. The deeds and other transfers 
of title have been recorded in Tuscaloosa County, but I understand the taxes have always been paid in 


Jefferson County, Alabama. 
About ten or twelve years ago my mother Elizabeth Jane Lawrence died without a will, leaving no heirs 
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but myself. Since her death, I have held, owned and occupied this said tract of land. 


I am making this affidavit because I am about to convey the above described property. 
John T. Lawrence 


TWO - William Shamblin, son of John S. and Elisabeth Jane Ray Shamblin, was born 
February 24, 1836 in Tuscaloosa County and was married, on January 25, 1862, to Mary Jane 
Lawrence at the residence of her parents, Joel Barrehart and Mahala Oswalt Lawrence. William 
Shamblin’s sister, Jane Elizabeth Shamblin, married Franklin Lawrence who was a brother of 
William’s wife. William Shamblin died September 18, 1875 and was buried in the family 
cemetery at the Homeplace of Joel and Mahala Lawrence. Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin was 
buried in Big Hurricane cemetery, which indicates the family cemetery where her parents and 
her husband were buried was no longer in use. The name inscribed on her gravestone is "Mary 
Jane Shamblin" not Williams. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Precinct 13, Post Office Trinna, Family #105. 
Shamblin, William, age 30, born Ala oe 

Mary J., age 24, born Ala 

William, age 7, born Ala (Thomas) 

Mahala, age 3, born Ala 


William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin had four children. Only two were listed on 
the 1870 census. Two children, Jacob F. Shamblin and John Ussery Shamblin, were born 
between the census of 1870 and the time of William’s death, at age 39, in 1875. John Ussery 
was two weeks old when his father died. He was named for his Great-grandfather Ussery Ray. 

William Shamblin enlisted in the Confederate army on May 26, 1864 at Mobile, 
Alabama. He was enlisted by Major Stone for the period of the war in Company C, 4th 
Regiment Alabama Infantry. i 

William Shamblin appeared on the Company Muster Roll for July and August 1864. His 
military record states he was born in Alabama; his occupation, farmer; residence - nearest Post 
Office, Tuscaloosa, Alabama; age when enlisted, 26; married, yes. Remarks: transferred 
November 17, 1864 to Company B, 44 Alabama. 

William Shamblin appeared on a Receipt Roll for clothing for 4 Qtr. 1864. Date of 
issue: October 21, 1864. This was the last entry. He was wounded in the Battle of the Crater. 

He was taken prisoner and paroled at Decatur, Alabama. Mary Jane Shamblin and her 
brother, William A. Lawrence, rode horseback to Decatur to bring him home, taking along an 
extra horse for William to ride. William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin had four children: 

After the death of her husband, William Shamblin, Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin was 
remarried, on October 17, 1877, to John J. Williams. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record 
Book J, page 220) 


1880 Tuscaloosa County Census, family #298 - 329 

Williams, John, age 26, b. Ala 
Mary Jane, age 30, wife, b. Ala., father b. Ky, mother b. S. C. 
Irvin, 7/12 (Nov.), son, b. Ala 

Shamblen, Mahaley, age 10, step-dau, b. Ala 
Jacob, age 6, step-son, b. Ala 
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Usery, age 5, step-son, b. Ala 


Mahaley, Jacob and Usery Shamblin were children of William Shamblin, deceased, and 
Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin. William Thomas "Tommy" Shamblin, who was listed as 7 
years old in the 1870 Census, was not listed in this 1880 Census. Apparently, he had left home 
and was living elsewhere. . 

I do not know when John J. Williams died or where he was buried. I did not find a 
tombstone for him in Big Hurricane Cemetery. There is a tombstone in Big Hurricane Cemetery 
for a Grady F. Williams, Born November 6, 1904 and Died December 15, 1959. I asked what 
Williams family John J. Williams belonged to, but no one knew anything about him. Possibly 
he was a grandson of John J. and Mary Jane Lawrence Williams. 

Tom and I talked with Leonard Shamblin, son of John Ussery and Mary Ann Parsons 
Shamblin and grandson of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin, at a Big Hurricane 
Church Homecoming and later we visited Leonard and his wife Annie in their home in 
Bessemer, Alabama. We had a delightful visit and were rewarded with some valuable 
information as Leonard reminisced about people and happenings in the family. He told us his 
father, John Ussery Shamblin, was raised two or three hundred yards from the J oel and Mahala 
Lawrence Homeplace and the family cemetery where Joel and Mahala Lawrence and William 
Shamblin were buried. Leonard was born and raised about three miles from there. 

Leonard remembered when Thomas Ussery Lawrence was killed at Rock Castle mine. 
He also remembered that Uncle Tom and Aunt Tamer Lawrence raised sheep and hogs. He said 
he remembers at one time Uncle Tom was paid $75 for wool. 

Leonard told us that a Miss Houston lived with Willie and Fannie Lawrence. He 
remembered seeing her rocking on the front porch when he would pass by. It was the custom 
at that time when people were in need of help, someone would take them in to live with them. 
A lady in the neighborhood, Mrs. Copel, kept three old ladies, who were sick and in need, in 
her home. 

In the settling of the estate of William Shamblin, in 1882, which was seven years after 
his death in 1875, the Administrator of the estate, N. H. Browne, Judge of Probate, came before 
the court with a petition to sell land for the payment of debts. 


William Shamblin died on or about the 18th day of September 1875 and left surviving him his widow, 
Mary Jane Shamblin, now Mary Jane Williams who resides in Tuscaloosa County with her husband John 
J. Williams and the following children all of whom are minors under the age of 21 years. 

William T. Shamblin (Tommy), age 19 , residence is unknown and cannot be ascertained after diligent 
enquiry, have been informed he is living somewhere in North Alabama 

Mahaley E. Shamblin, age 14, residence is unknown and cannot be ascertained after diligent enquiry, have 
been informed she is living somewhere in North Alabama 

Jacob F. Shamblin, age under 13, residing with mother 

John Shamblin, age under 13, residing with mother 


Leonard Shamblin told us that John Williams was a mean man and that he mistreated 
Mary Jane and Mahala and they were afraid of him. Leonard said that Tommy Shamblin left 
home and took his sister Mahala with him, to escape the abusive treatment by their step-father, 


John Williams. 
The estate of William Shamblin was declared insolvent and the lands ordered to be sold 
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for payment of debts. There was no personal property belonging to the estate. Seventeen years 
after the death of William Shamblin the estate was sold. 
W. A. Lawrence bought a parcel of land from W. T. "Tommy" Shamblin, dated April 


13, 1897. 
W. A. Lawrence bought a parcel of land from J. "Jacob" F. Shamblin, dated July 7, 


1897. 
W. A. Lawrence bought a parcel of land from John U. "Ussery" Shamblin, dated 


October 19, 1896. 
W. A. Lawrence was a brother of Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin and an uncle of the 


heirs of the estate. 

We do not know when Tommy and Mahala left home, nor do we know where they went 
to live. We do know that Tommy and Mahala did return to Tuscaloosa County, as Mahala 
Shamblin married Jesse Benjamin Loyd Caudle in Tuscaloosa County on February 27, 1885, and 
Tommy Shamblin was married in Tuscaloosa County to Amanda J. Tubbs on February 10, 


1886. 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM SHAMBLIN and MARY JANE LAWRENCE SHAMBLIN 
VII-1. William Thomas "Tommy" Shamblin son of William and Mary Jane Lawrence 
Shamblin, was born in Tuscaloosa County ca 1863 and was married to Amanda J. Tubbs on 
February 10, 1886. The marriage ceremony was performed by Noble Herring, Justice of the 
Peace in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Amanda’s father, A. J. Tubbs, consented and stated his 
daughter was 21 years of age. Tommy Shamblin and his wife moved to Mexia, Texas. They 
raised a family of eight children and lived out their lives there. More information on the 
William Thomas and Amanda J. Tubbs Lawrence family is included in the Joel Lawrence 
chapter of this book. 

VII-2. Mahala Shamblin, daughter of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin, was 
born in Tuscaloosa County in 1870. She was married on February 27, 1885 to Jesse Benjamin 
Loyd Caudle, son of Ahaz and Emily Dodson Caudle. Jesse Loyd Caudle was born July 4, 
1865 in Marion County, Alabama and died November 30, 1947. They resided in Guin, 
Alabama, in the southwestern corner of Fayette County, about 100 miles from Brookwood. 
Both are buried in Guin Cemetery. Jesse Loyd and Mahala Shamblin Caudle had three 
daughters: : 

Vil-la. Lillie Belle Caudle was born October 23, 1886, married first Clint Wates. He 
died in 1930 and Lillie married the second time to Robert Bruce. Lillie Belle was living in 
Florida in 1968. Clint and Lillie Belle Wates had children: 

1. Wallace Wates. 

2. James Wates, living in Chicago in 1968. 

VII-1b. Millie Lee Caudle was born in 1890 and married Buchanan Pollard. He died in 1950. 

Millie Lee was living in Birmingham, Alabama in 1968. 

VIl-1c. Frances Savannah Caudle was born in 1893. She did not marry. 

VI-3. Jacob F. Shamblin, son of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin, was born 
ca 1874 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He married Martha Dewitt April 24, 1902 at Searles, 

Alabama. The marriage ceremony was performed by J. P. Burchfield, J. P. (Tuscaloosa County 
Marriage Record Book 6, page 190) 
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VII-4. John Ussery Shamblin, son of William and Mary Jane Lawrence Shamblin, was 
born September 9, 1875, just nine days before the death of his father, and died January 24, 
1936. John Ussery Shamblin married Mary Ann Parsons April 21, 1897 at the Tuscaloosa 
County Court House. John T. Bealle, M. G. performed the marriage ceremony. Mary Ann 
Parsons was only 14 years old when she married. Mary Ann Parsons wa born March 12, 1883 
and died March 3, 1967. Both are buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery. The headstone is 


inscribed: 


J. U. Shamblin - Sept. 9, 1875 - Jan. 24, 1936 
Mother - Mary Shamblin - March 12, 1883 - March 3, 1967 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. Brookwood, family #4 
Shamblin, John E.., Head, age 34, b. Ala, farmer 

Mary A., wife, age 26, b. Ala 

Eilen E., dau, age 9, b. Ala 

Zella G., dau, age 7, b. Ala 

Thomas, son, age 5, b. Ala (Leonard) 

Belva S., son, age 3, b. Ala 

Ila M., dau, age 11/12, b. Ala 


CHILDREN of JOHN USSERY SHAMBLIN and MARY ANN PARSONS SHAMBLIN 


VIl-4a. Ellen E. Shamblin was born ca 1901 in Tuscaloosa County and married Bob 
Bailey. 

VII-4b. Zella G. Shamblin, born ca 1903, married Jesse Smith January 31, 1931. 
VII-4c. Thomas Leonard Shamblin, born September 9, 1875, died January 24, 1936 and 


married Annie House. They live in Bessemer, Alabama. They have three children: 
1. Edna Ruth Shamblin. 

2. Leonard Clarence Shamblin. 

3. Melba Shamblin. 

Vil-4d. Belva S. Shamblin, b. c 1897. 


VII-4e Ila M. Shamblin, born ca 1899 married Thurman D. Hudson on April 13, 1925. 
Ila Mae would have been 15 years of age when she married. 

VII-4f. Clarence Loid Shamblin was born November 6, 1898 and died May 4, 1901. 
VIl-4g. Ethel Shamblin married Usry Kizziah December 19, 1915. They were married 


by J. C. Nabers, M. G. in the Hurricane Baptist Church, Brookwood, Alabama. (Tuscaloosa 
County Marriage Record Book 10, page 129) 


VII-4h. Alma Shamblin. 
VII-4i. Louise Shamblin married Andrew J. Smith. 
VIil-4j. Herman Shamblin. 
VIl-4k. Frances Shamblin. 
John J. and Mary Jane Lawrence Williams had three children. I know the names of only 
two: 
XII-5. Charlie Williams. He had no children. 
VII-6. Irvin Williams. He married and had children: 
VIl-6a. Loyce Williams. 
VII-6b. Grady Williams. 
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VI-6c. Deo Williams died at 9 years of age. 

I asked Leonard Shamblin if there was a Shamblin Bible. He said there is, or was one. 
A son of John J. and Mary Jane Williams had the Bible, but his daughter, Ada, had the Bible 
now and would not permit Leonard to see it. She has since remarried and he does not know her 
married name. It doesn’t seem as if the Williams family and Shamblin family were ever very 
friendly, even though they were half brothers and sisters. 
THREE - Richard Shamblin, son of John D. and Elisabeth Jane Ray Shamblin, was born in 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama in 1840. Richard married Mary Ellen Carroll on April 20, 1860 
at the residence of Mary’s father, John Carroll. Mary Ellen Carroll was born April 16, 1843 
in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died March 21, 1922 and is buried in Mt. Olive Cemetery 
located in the Mt. Olive Community. Mary Ellen was 16 years of age when she married. 
Richard Shamblin. He was a member of the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church. Richard and 
Mary Carroll Shamblin farmed near Bucksville, where they lived for 30 years and reared six 


children. 


1860 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. McMaths, Beat 12, family #1569 
Shamblin, Richard, age 21, b. Ala 
Mary, age 16, b. Ala 


1870 Tuscaloosa County census was taken August 9, 1870, P. 0. McMaths, family #2 
Shamblin, Richard, age 27, b. Ala 

Mary, age 25, b. Ala 

Virginia, age 7, b. Ala 

Richard L., age 4, b. Ala 

John C., age 1, b. Ala 


1880 Tuscaloosa County Census, Beat 12, T. 20 Range 6 W., family #174 
Shamblin, Richard, age 40, b. Ala, farm laborer, father 
b. N. C., mother b. N. C. 
Mary, wife, age 34, b. Ala, father b. S. C., mother 
b. N. C. 
Virginia, dau, age 16, b. Ala 
Richard Fayette, son, age 13, b. Ala 
John C.,son, age 10, b. Ala 
Mary S., dau, age 8, b. Ala 
Joseph U., son, age 6, b. Ala 
William, son, age 2, b. Ala 


1900 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, family #66 
Shamblin, Richard, head, b. August 1840, age 59, b. Ala, married 40 years, parents b. Georgia 
Mary E, wife, b. April 1843, age 57, married 40 yrs, 7 children - 6 living 
Walter, son, b. Dec. 1884, age 15, single 
John C., son, b. Aug, 1870, age 30, single 
Joseph, son, b. July 1875, age 24 yrs single 


Richard Shamblin had an opportunity to sell his farm near Bucksville, where he and his 
family had lived for 30 years. He was offered $120 per acre, which was not a good price, but 
he decided to sell anyway as he considered his farm too hilly and worn out to ever produce the 
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highest yields. He thought it best to take the money and buy better crop land nearer the city of 
Tuscaloosa. He found and bought from Mr. Gray what he considered the ideal farm. The 
house was on a gentle rise overlooking a rolling valley in the Mount Olive Community. 

Although most of the children were adults by them, the whole family made the move 
except Lee, the oldest daughter, who had married William Palglaze, an English mining engineer. 
John, Joe, Walter and Jolly lived with their parents. R. L. called "Fayette", bought the 
adjoining farm for his wife, the former Rebecca Murry, and their young daughter. 

The newly planted crops flourished and produced an exceptionally large harvest. They 
all congratulated themselves on their profitable real estate transaction, however, they had second 
thoughts when they learned that the purchaser of their old farm had bought the land to mine 
bauxite, which they had not known lay hidden beneath the surface. The new owner was fast 
becoming a millionaire! 

As the other children married, they bought adjoining farms or ones close by. They were 
a close-knit family, but they also had a deep love and concern for their friends and neighbors. 
It was this concern, coupled with hard work and dedication to church, which enabled these 
children and other descendants of Richard and Mary Shamblin to serve our county well. 

I. Virginia Lee daughter and eldest child of Richard and Mary Ellen Carroll Shamblin was 
born in 1863 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. She married William Palglaze, an English mining 
engineer. They did not move from Bucksville at the time her mother and father and the rest of 
the family moved to the Mt. Olive Community. 

Il. Richard Lafayette Shamblin, son of Richard and Mary Ellen Carroll Shamblin, was born 
April 1867 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and died September 17, 1946. He married, in 1880, 
Rebecca Murry, daughter of William Andrew Jackson Murry and Martha Ann Pernecia 
Lawrence Murry. She was born 1869 and died January 21, 1931. He was a member of 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church. 

Richard Fayette Shamblin always farmed the land he first bought, but he continued to add 
more acreage until he owned land all the way to the Mount Olive Baptist Church. This certainly 
made it convenient for church members to accept his invitation to eat Sunday dinner at his home. 
Often, the entire congregation showed up. 

As his children became old enough to work the fields, Fayette left the majority of the 
farming to the boys, who were closely supervised by his wife, "Mrs. Becky", while he took a 
full-time job with the county as road supervisor. Their determination is illustrated by the story 
from the family lore that Grover, the oldest boy, would cry with frustration because his mother 
wouldn’t make the other boys help him plow at night by moonlight, after they had all worked 
since daybreak. 

Those early days were good times, despite scarce money and a sagging economy. All 
through the years, Fayette patiently waited for the time he might someday have a little more 
money and a few less responsibilities. He thought if that time ever came, he would like to make 
a stab at fulfilling his ambition to be sheriff of Tuscaloosa County. When all of the children, 
except the youngest, had finished college and left home, he announced his candidacy for the 
office he had desired so long. 

All of his children campaigned on his behalf. Grover declared that he shook hands with 
so many prospective voters the day before the election that his hands were sore and covered with 
large blisters. Again, hard work paid off and he was elected and moved to town. 
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His quarters were always full of visiting friends, as he loved to invite one and all to 
"come in and rest yourself." Usually, as they chatted, he managed somewhere in the 
conversation to tell folks, "Well, all my children left the farm, but they never lost touch with 
it." 

Molly, the eldest daughter, married the Rev. Foster Mills who served as a Baptist 
minister in Jefferson and Tuscaloosa counties. 

Shortly after that, Grover went to college by taking entrance exams, since he never 
finished high school. When he graduated from medical school with all A’s, he "helped out" 
financially to send John through medical school. Roscoe and Dawson also became doctors. 
Each brother, in turn, assisted the next to finish school. At one period, they were the only four 
brothers in the United States actively practicing medicine in the same town. I never could find 
out the name of the medical school they attended, or if they all attended the same school. Aunt 
Abbie Lawrence said they all four practiced medicine in ars and all were good doctors. 
She seemed to like Dr. Roscoe best. 

Festus chose politics over medicine. He served Tuscaloosa County first as deputy sheriff 
and as tax assessor for nearly 20 years. 

One can’t help but think of Mrs. Becky’s favorite expression. She often remarked, after 
reviewing the contributions of the Shamblins all the way back to John, the first family member 
to come to Alabama, "I don’t want any marble monuments. The best monuments are people 
themselves and I’m trying to build mine every day by raising my children on the right path. A 
family like this is certainly something to be thankful for, and I’m thankful for mine, especially 


today." 


CHILDREN of RICHARD L. SHAMBLIN and REBECCA MURRY SHAMBLIN 
II-1. Molly Shamblin, daughter and oldest child of Richard Lafayette and Rebecca Murry 
Shamblin, was born in 1891. She married Foster Mills. They had one child and lived in, 
Bessemer, Alabama. _ 
H-2. Grover Shamblin, M. D., son of Richard Lafayette and Rebecca Murry Shamblin, was 
born in 1893 in Tuscaloosa County and attended medical school, then practiced medicine in 
Tuscaloosa. Grover Shamblin married Rebecca Aurelia Cummuns June 28, 1922 at Northport, 
Alabama. M. R. Smith, Minister of the Gospel performed the marriage ceremony. (Tuscaloosa 
County marriage records, Book 10, p. 342) 
H-3. John L. Shamblin, M. D., son of Richard Lafayette and Rebecca Murry Shamblin, was 
born in Tuscaloosa County in 1896. He also attended medical school and practiced medicine 
in Tuscaloosa. John L. Shamblin married Lucille Smith of Tuscaloosa on November 27, 1927, 
with the marriage ceremony performed by M. R. Smith, M. G. at Fairfax, Alabama. Her home 
was Tuscaloosa. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Record Book 12, p. 175) 
II-4, Festus Murry Shamblin, son of Richard Lafayette and Rebecca Murry Shamblim, was 
born in Tuscaloosa County in 1901 and married Melba Prince. Festus was a farmer and served 
as tax assessor for nearly twenty years. He died April 17, 1964 at the age of 63 of a heart | 
attack. He died while in office and his wife, Melba, was appointed to his position. His will, 
signed February 9, 1943 and recorded May 11, 1964, mentioned children, but they were not 
named. (Tuscaloosa County Will Record Book 20, page 429) 
II-5. James Roscoe Shamblin, M. D., son of Richard Lafayette and Rebecca Murry Shamblin, 
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was born in 1904 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Roscoe became a doctor, also. James Roscoe 
Shamblin married Martha Charlotte Avery at Tuscaloosa on May 12, 1931. The ceremony was 
performed by Joseph P. Boone, minister. Roscoe Shamblin died March 25, 1961. He was 
listed in the Alabama Alumni News May-June 1961. 
II-6. Reginald Dawson Shamblin, M. D., son of Richard Lafayette and Rebecca Murry 
Shamblin, was born July 23, 1906 in Coker, Alabama. Dawson Shamblin too was a graduate 
of medical school and practiced in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Dawson married Mary Peggy Wilson 
of Jacksonville, Alabama on June 30, 1938. The marriage ceremony was performed by Chester 
Walker, Judge of Probate. Mary Peggy Wilson was born in Morgan County, Alabama on May 
10, 1917. 
Il-7. Josie Shamblin, a daughter, of Richard Lafayette and Rebecca Murry Shamblin, died in 
infancy. 

After the death of Rebecca Murry in 1931, Richard Lafayette Shamblin married the 
second time to Florence Montgomery in 1939. They had no children. 
I. John C. Shamblin, son of Richard and Mary Ellen Carroll Shamblin, was born August 
1869. John C. Shamblin married Mattie Kyzer December 12, 1900 at the Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church. The marriage ceremony was performed by J. C. Nabers, M. G. (Tuscaloosa County 
marriage records, Book 7, page 25) John C. Shamblin worked at Bryce Hospital for a short 
period, but most of his time was devoted to farming and serving as a county commissioner. 


1910 Tuscaloosa County Census, Beat 10 - west of Crabb Road, family #213-218 
Shamblin, John - Head, age 40, b. Ala, father and mother b. Ala 

Mattie, wife, age 32, 5 children - 5 living 

Luther, son, age 8, b. Ala 

Hugh, son, age 7, b. Ala 

Carrie, dau, age 4, b. Ala 

Wilber, son, age 2, b. Ala 

Edgar, son, age 5/12, b. Ala 


1-1. William Luther Shamblin, son of John C. and Mattie Kyzer Shamblin, was married to 
Alto Wedgworth on December 6, 1925. The marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. 0. W. 
Barber at the residence of the bride. (Tuscaloosa County marriage record Book 12, page 321) 

IV. Mary "Mollie" S. Shamblin, daughter of Richard and Mary Ellen Carroll Shamblin, was 
born in 1871 in Tuscaloosa County. Mollie married T. L. "Tom" Montgomery February 20, 
1896 at the home of her parents. The ceremony was performed by Woods Springfield, Minister 
of the Gospel. Molly reared eight children, yet she was always ready to lend a helping hand 
to neighbors and church and community projects. 

V. Joseph U. Shamblin, son of Richard and Mary Ellen Carroll Shamblin, was born July 
1874 in Tuscaloosa County. He married Effie Price at the home of the bride’s mother near 
Northport, Alabama on December 12, 1906. He was 30 years of age when he married. He 
farmed and also worked as a coal mining engineer at Bryce Hospital. It was here that he was 
credited with rescuing some of the miners who were trapped underground in the 1909 mine 
disaster. He later moved to Northport as head of their water works department. 


Will - Joe U. Shamblin - Filed Dec. 17, 1965 
Son: William Joe Shamblin 
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Son: Richard Roy Shamblin 
Grandson: Robert Richard Shamblin 


VI. William Shamblin, son of Richard and Mary Ellen Carroll Shamblin, was born ca 1878 
in Tuscaloosa County. He was listed as being two years old in the 1880 Census. He was not 
listed in the 1900 Census and it was stated that Richard and Mary Ellen Shamblin had 7 
children, 6 living, so William died between 1880 and 1900. 

VII. James Walter Shamblin, son of Richard and Mary Ellen Carroll Shamblin, was born 
November 6, 1882 in Tuscaloosa County, died April 14, 1958, married Susan Lee Tierce 
February 6, 1905. She was born November 26, 1882 and died December 31, 1972. The 1910 
census shows Walter with wife, Susie and a daughter, Velma as living in Beat 10 West of Crabb 
Rd, #234-236. At first he bought and farmed the land on Highway 43 next to John’s farm but 
in 1909 he moved to quarters on the Bryce Hospital Lawn where he was supervisor of the 
farming operations. Later he ran the County Alms Farm when it was located at the site of the 
present University of Alabama infirmary, and continued to work there after the farm was moved 


to Hargrove Road. 


1910 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 10 West of Crabb Rd. family #234 
Shamblin, Walter, Head, age 26, married 5 yrs, b. Ala. 

Susie, wife, age 21, married 5 yrs, 1 child - 1 living, b. Ala 

Velma, dau, age 3, b. Ala 


1910 Tuscaloosa County Census, Parsons Precinct 12, family #76 

Shamblin, Mary J., Head, age 65, widow, born Ala, mother b. Tenn, father b. S. C., 9 children 7 living 
David, son, age 36, single, b. Ala, walking boss at mine 
John W., son, age 30, b. Ala, single, drive wagon at ore mine 
Thomas M., son, age 24, b. Ala, single, fireman steam shovel at ore mine 


FOUR - John A. Shamblin, son of John S. and Elisabeth Jane Ray Shamblin, was born in 1842 
in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and married Mary T. _? _. John Shamblin was a twin to 
Daniel. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. O. McMath, page 13, family #104 
Shamblin, John J., age 27, b. Ala, farming 

Mary J., age 25, b. Ala 

Sarah F., age 1, b. Ala 


1880 Tuscaloosa County Census, Beat 12, T. 20, Range 6, census taken June 15, 1880, family #158 
Shamblin, John A., age 37, b. Ala, farmer, parents b. Ga 

Mary, wife, age 32, b. Ala, keeping house 

Sarah F., dau, age 11, b. Ala 

Hannah, dau, age 9, b. Ala 

David, son, age 7, b. Ala 

Lula, dau, age 5, b. Ala 

John, son, age 3, b. Ala 

Jacob, son, age 9/12, b. Ala 
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I. Sarah Frances Shamblin, daughter of John A. and Mary T. Shamblin, was born 1869 
in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama and married C. W. Clifton at the brides home February 4, 
1897. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. J. N. Walker. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage 


Records) 
FIVE - Daniel Shamblin, son of John D. and Elisabeth Jane Shamblin, born ca 1842, twin of 
John A. 


SIX - Martha Shamblin, daughter of John D. and Elisabeth Jane Shamblin, was born ca 1845. 
SEVEN - Sarah Frances Shamblin, daughter of John D. and Elisabeth Jane Shamblin, was 


born ca 1847. ; 
EIGHT - Jacob Shamblin, son of John D. and Elisabeth Jane Shamblin, was born ca 1850, 


married Victoria Pierson October 15, 1874. 
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Chapter 8 


SAMUEL PEARSON, SR. 


I am indebted to Mr. W. R. Young for much of this information on the Pearsons of 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 

Samuel Pearson, Sr. was born in 1766, in either North Carolina or South Carolina. He 
was the father of three sons. Samuel Pearson, Sr.’s son, James Pearson and his wife, Harriett 
Howell Pearson, and another son, William Pearson and his wife, Margaret Pearson, lived in 
Tuscaloosa County, in the area between Vance and Coaling called Beat 13. Samuel Pearson, 
Sr.’s third son, Samuel Pearson, Jr., and his wife, Sarah Pearson, lived in the northwestern part 
of Bibb County, just south of the Tuscaloosa County Line. The general area in Tuscaloosa 
County in which two of the brothers lived, and the area in Bibb County where the other one 
lived are not very far apart. Several members of the three families are buried in the Cobb 
Cemetery in Bibb County. Samuel Pearson, Sr. is listed on the 1850 Bibb County Census with 
the family of his son, Samuel Pearson, Jr., and is shown to be 85 years of age and to have been 
born in North Carolina. The 1850 Tuscaloosa County Census also lists Samuel Pearson, Sr. as 
living with the family of his son, William Pearson, and shows him to be 85 years of age and 
having been born in South Carolina. 


CHILDREN of SAMUEL PEARSON, SR. 
ONE - William Pearson was born 1788 in Tennessee and married Margarette _? who was 
born in 1794 in Tennessee. 
TWO - James Pearson was born in 1796 in South Carolina and married Harriett Howell who 
was born in 1796 in Tennessee. 
THREE - Samuel Pearson, Jr. was born in 1797 in Tennessee and married Sarah _2 who 
was born in 1801 in Kentucky. 


CHILDREN of SAMUEL PEARSON, SR. 
ONE - William Pearson, son of Samuel Pearson, Sr., was born in 1788 in Tennessee and 
married Margaret _? _ who was born in Tennessee. 


1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, taken October 23, 1850 
Pearson, William, age 62, born Tenn 

Margarette, age 56, born Tenn 

Jane, age 19 

Frances, age 15 

Louisa, age 18 

Edward, age 10 


CHILDREN of WILLIAM PEARSON and MARGARET PEARSON 
I. Jane Pearson, daughter of William and Margaret Pearson, was born in 1831 and married 
John Murry on April 6, 1858 at the residence of John Murry. John Murry was a veteran of the 
War of 1812. She was the second wife of John Murry. Jane Pearson Murry in buried at Big 
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| | 
Hurricane Cemetery in Brookwood. There is no gravestone and the date of her death is not 
known. John and Jane Pearson Murry had four children: 
I-1. Margaret F. Murry, daughter of John and Jane Pearson Murry, Sr., was born in 
Tuscaloosa County, Alabama on April 26, 1884, died February 21, 1909 and was buried at 
Union Church Cemetery near Vance, Alabama. Margaret F. Murry married Jesse Washington 
Kizziah December 20, 1877. The marriage record may be found in the Tuscaloosa County 
Court House. Jesse Washington Kizziah was born March 19, 1857 and died December 25, 1919 
and is buried in Union Cemetery, near Vance, Alabama. Jesse Washington and Margaret F. 
Murry Kizziah had a son, Roscoe Kizziah, born May 2, 1889. There were other children, but 
I do not have information on them. 
1-2. Louisa Georgia Ann Murry, daughter of John and Jane Pierson Murry, Sr., was born 
December 19, 1860 and died January 9, 1889. 
I-3. Marshall W. Murry, son of John and Jane Pierson Murry, Sr., was born January 9, 1865, 
died April 6, 1941 and is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery, Brookwood, Alabama. Marshall 
W. Murry married Ida Rebecca Lewis January 22, 1892. The marriage record is in the 
Tuscaloosa County Court House. Ida Rebecca Lewis was born February 11, 1872, died August 
24, 1957 and is buried in Big Hurricane Cemetery. Marshall Murry built a house in his back 
yard for his mother, Jane Pearson Murry, to live in. She died in the house alone where she was 
found the next day. Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry had children: 
I-3a. John M. Murry, son of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, was born in 1901 
and married Sadie E. Weaver February 15, 1924. 
I-3b Georgina Frances Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, was 
born in 1899 and married Fred A. Hasty February 25, 1928. 
I-3c. Sarah Hazel Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, was born 
in 1894 and married Martin Luther Hosmer on September 25th, 1927. They had one son, M. 
L. Hosmer Jr. 
1-3d. Edward Nash Murry, son of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, was born July 
22, 1908 in Brookwood, Alabama and died June 11, 1974. He married Anna Belle Martin 
February 8, 1938. 
I-3e. Verna Maxine Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, married 
Thermon Hinson Jackson on August 29, 1931. 
I-3f. Dell Murry, daughter of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry, married Jess 
Edwards. 
I-3g. Kenvin Sairless Murry, son of Marshall W. and Ida Rebecca Lewis Murry. 
II. Louisa Pearson, daughter of William and Margaret Pearson, was born in 1832 and married 
Isaac M. Crow December 5, 1850. 
Ill. Frances Pearson, daughter of William and Margaret Pearson, was born in 1835. 
IV. Edward Pearson, son of William and Margaret Pearson, was born in 1840. 
TWO - James Pearson, son of Samuel Pearson, Sr., was born in 1796 in South Carolina and 
died between 1870 and 1880 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. He married Harriett Howell who 
was born in 1796 in Tennessee. James and Harriett Howell Pearson made their home in the 
Vance-Coaling area of Tuscaloosa County, known as Beat 13. His brother, Samuel Pearson, 
Jr., lived nearby, just across the county line in Bibb County. 
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1850 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, #641, taken October 25, 1850 
Pearson, James, age 54, born 1796 South Carolina 

Harriett H., age 54, born 1796 Tenn 

Elizabeth, age 23, born 1827 Tenn 

Margaret, age 22, born Ala 

Harriett, age 12, born Ala 

William, age 22, born Ala 

John, age 16, born Ala 

George W., age 14, born Ala 


James and Harriett Howell Pearson, were the parents of Martha P. Pierson who married 
Elbert J. Crider. The 1850 Tuscaloosa County Census does not show that James Pearson and 
his wife Harriet Howell Pearson had a daughter by the name of Martha P. Pierson. Evidently 
when the 1850 Census was taken, the person taking the Census missed her or she was away 
from home at the time. It is an established fact that they did have a daughter, Martha. 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, Beat 13 (Vance and Coaling), taken August 6, 1870 
Pearson, James, age 75 

Harriett H., age 75 

Elizabeth, age 43 

Margaret, age 38 

William H., age 42 

Julia, age 29 

George W., Jr., age 23 

Jane Hayes, age 22 

Alice J. Nettie Pearson, born 4/25/1870 

George W., Sr., age 33 

Samantha "Mandy", age 22 


1880 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, taken June 25, 1880 
Pearson, Harriet, age 85 

Margaret, age 48 

George W., Sr., age 43 

Samantha, age 32 

James W Kizzah, age 9 (adopted son) 


James Pearson, age 75, and his wife, Harriet Pearson, age 75, were both listed on the 
1870 Tuscaloosa County Census, Beat 13. Harriet Pearson, age 85, was listed on the 1880 
Census, but James Pearson was not listed. He died at some time between 1870 and 1880 and 
Harriet Pearson died after the 1880 Census and before the 1890 Census was taken. On the 1880 
Census, Harriet Pearson’s daughter, Margaret Pearson, age 48, was living in her mother’s 
household. 

James Pearson, Harriet Howell Pearson, and their daughters, Margaret and Elizabeth, 
who apparently were never married are all buried in Old Rock Bluff Cemetery near Vance, 
Alabama. Children of James Pearson and Harriet Howell Pearson: 

I. James A. H. Pearson, son of James and Harriett Howell Pearson, was born in 1824 in 
Tennessee, died in 1870 and is buried in Old Rock Bluff Cemetery, near Vance, Alabama. His 
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grave is unmarked. He married Nancy Harvel Telford who was born on May 3, 1846 in 
Tennessee and died in 1917. Nancy Harvel Telford Pearson, wife of James A. H. Pearson, was 
known as "Grandma" Pearson. At the time of her death in 1917 she was making her home with 
her granddaughter, Limmie White Dill. She is buried in the Leonard Dill Lot in Cedar Hill 
Cemetery, Bessemer, Alabama. 


Marriage License - James A. H. Pearson and Nancy Telford, April 27, 1846. 
Married on May 3, 1846 by Robert Oldham, M. G. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) 


= James A. H. Pearson served in the army of the Confederate States of America as a 
private in Co. D. 36th Regt. Alabama, also in Co. F, 50th Regt. Alabama. He enlisted 
September 9, 1862 and served for the duration of war.Children of James A. H. Pearson and 
Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson: 

I-1. George "Uncle Wash" Washington Pearson, son of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil 
Telford Pearson, was born October 7, 1847 and died in 1920. He married Jane Hayes who was 
born in 1848. Perhaps William Washington "Willie" Lawrence was named for him. 

I-2. Mary H. Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was born 
April 4, 1848. 

I-3. Welthea Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was born 
February 28, 1850. 

I-4, Eliza Ann Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was 
born March 11, 1853. 

I-5. William J. Pearson, son of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was born 
November 11, 1854. 

I-6. Martha Margaret Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, 
was born May 26, 1856, died March 22, 1949 and married Alphonso Harrison "Dink" Lawrence 
who was born March 17, 1859 and died September 25, 1889. Alphonso Harrison Lawrence was 
the grandson of Branson and Nancy Lawrence, both of whom were born in North Carolina and 
he was the son of James J. Lawrence, born April 14, 1830 in North Carolina, died May 12, 
1887 in Bibb County and Adeline Davis Lawrence, born in 1831 and died in 1920 Alphonso 
Harrison Lawrence walked from Bibb County to Dudley to work in the coal mines. It was there 
he met Martha Margaret Pearson, who with several of her sisters was helping her mother with 
the operation of a boarding house on the A. G. S. Railroad at a place just north of Dudley called 
Harmon Hill. Alphonso Harrison Lawrence and his family moved from Dudley to Blocton, 
Alabama about 1885. It was at Blocton that Alphonso Harrison Lawrence died of typhoid fever 
when he was 29 years old. After the death of her husband, Margaret Lawrence operated a 
boarding house at Blocton, Alabama. This boarding house was located approximately where the 
First Baptist Church of West Blocton is now located. 

Martha Margaret Pearson was the niece of Martha Pearson, the daughter of James and 
Harriett Howell Pearson, who married Elbert J. Crider. This is another connection between the 
Lawrences of Bibb County and the Lawrences of Tuscaloosa County. 

Alphonso Harrison and Martha Margaret Pearson Lawrence were the parents of Mr. W. 
Jackson "Jack" Lawrence who now lives in West Blocton, Alabama. Mr. Jack Lawrence is one 
of the two oldest living members of the Lawrence family in Bibb County. 
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Tom and I went to Bibb County especially to visit the two oldest members of the 
Lawrence family in that county. We first went to West Blocton and called on Mr. W. J. "Jack" 
Lawrence, and found him to be a very personable and expressive gentleman. When we 
mentioned that we had learned that his mother had operated a boarding house in Blocton, he 
launched into a series of delightful anecdotes about that time in his life. 

He was well acquainted with Albert and Veda Lawrence, also with Monroe Lawrence. 
He said he was related to the Lawrences in Tuscaloosa County and the connection was through 
the Pearsons, but he was unable to explain the exact connection. The connection is that his 
mother, Martha Margaret Pearson, who married Alphonse Harrison Lawrence, was the daughter 
of James A. H. Pearson and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson. Her father, James A. H. Pearson, 
was a brother of Martha H. Pearson, who married Elbert J. Crider. Elbert J. and Martha H. 
Pearson Crider’s daughter, Mary Frances Crider, married William Washington Lawrence, 
therefore Martha Margaret Lawrence and Mary Frances Lawrence were first cousins, and the 
descendant Lawrences can claim kin even though there is no proven connection between the 
Lawrence lines. 

We also visited Mr. Claude Lawrence at Antioch. Mr. Jack and Mr. Claude are both 
87 years old, and are second cousins. One’s father and the other’s grandfather were brothers. 
Mr. Claude’s grandfather, William I. Lawrence, and his grandmother, Nancy Davis Lawrence, 
were first cousins. Mr. Claude Lawrence’s grandfather went to fight in the War for Southern 
Independence, was critically wounded and was sent home, because he was so badly injured he 
was given up for lost. In about a year he recovered and was called back to the army and on this 
tour of duty he was killed. His widow and five small children - three children by a first wife - 

endured great suffering and hardships. 

The oldest child, a daughter, did the plowing for the little crop they could make. They 
had to bury their meat and other food to hide it from foraging Yankees who took everything. 
They took the horses unless the family was lucky enough to hide them. Once when the family 
cleared a little "new ground” and burned the brush, the fire got out of control and destroyed 
their home, their barn and all their tools. They managed to fell some trees and split them in half 
to build a one room house. The floor was dirt. 

Salt was a necessity that was impossible to get. This, of course, was a problem all over 
the South. This family recovered whatever salt they could from the dirt in the smokehouse, 
where meat had been salted and smoked, by leaching the dirt in the same manner that lye was 
made. 

While hearing this moving story from Mr. Claude Lawrence about the hardships that 
family endured, I was reminded that Grandpa Willie Lawrence’s father died in the War leaving 
a widow with four young children who also must have suffered through many trying 
experiences. 

I-7. Sarah Jane Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was 
born March 6, 1858. 

I-8. Roxanne Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was born 
March 30, 1860 and died September 18, 1887. 

I-9. John H. Pearson, son of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was born April 
17, 1862. John H. Pearson was married three times: first to Sarah J. Martin, second to Lula 
Lowery and the third wife was named Barger from Tuscaloosa County. John H. Pearson was 
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a carpenter by trade. 
Il. William H. Pierson, son of James and Harriett Howell Pearson, was born November 28, 


1825 and died January 26, 1887. This brother spelled the name Pierson and not Pearson. He 
married Julia Ann Keziar who was born on May 22, 1839 and died February 2, 1884. William 
H. Pierson and Julia Ann Keziar were married on October 20, 1854 by George Collins, J. P. 

(Marriage Records, Tuscaloosa County Court House) They had a son: 

II-1. John W. Pierson, son of William H. and Julia Ann Keziar Pierson, was born February 
2, 1884 and is buried in Vance Cemetery at Vance, Alabama. 

m. Elizabeth Pearson, daughter of James and Harriett Howell Pearson, was born in 1827 
in Tennessee and died between 1870 and 1880. Apparently she never married. The place of 
her burial is not known. 

IV. Margaret Pearson, daughter of James and Harriett Howell Pearson, was born in 1832. 
According to the 1880 Census, Margaret Pearson, at age 48, was living with her mother, 
Harriett Pearson, whose age was given as 85. 

vV. George W. Pearson, son of James and Harriett Howell Pearson, was born in 1837 and 
married Samantha "Mandy" Hayes, who was born in 1848. George W. Pearson, Sr. was 
injured at the Battle of Gettysburg in July of 1863. George W. Pearson, Sr. and his wife, 
Samantha, were both living near Vance, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama when the census was 
taken on June 25, 1880. Both are buried in unmarked graves in Old Rock Bluff Cemetery, near 
Vance. 

VI. Harriett Pearson, daughter of James and Harriett Howell Pearson, was born in 1838. 
The marriage records of Tuscaloosa County do not show that she was ever married in that 
county. | 

VII. Martha H. Pearson, daughter of James and Harriett Howell Pearson, was born June 9, 
1839, died March 10, 1929 and is buried in Union Church Cemetery near Vance, Alabama. 
She married Elbert J. Crider, son of William and Teresa Ray Crider on February 13, 1856. 


CHILDREN of ELBERT J. CRIDER and MARTHA H. PEARSON CRIDER 
VII-1. William E. Crider, born January 25, 1857, died January 22, 1935, married Sarah Jane 
Murry. 
VII-2._ Margaret J. "Maggie" Crider, born December 27, 1858, died February 23, 1910, 
married William Marian Rogers. 
VIl-3. Nancy H. Crider, born February 25, 1860, died March 31, 1860. 
VII-4. Sarah L. A. Crider, born September 24, 1963, died September 18, 1870. 
VII-5. Mary Frances "Fannie" Crider, born May 5, 1866, died March 22, 1930, married 
William Washington "Willie" Lawrence. 
VII-6. James Thomas "Uncle Tom" Crider, born in 1871, death date not known, married Alice 
Kennedy. 
VII-7. Viola L. Crider, born ca 1873, date of death not known, married Robert Thomas. 
VII-8. Belle Dixie Crider, born January 5, 1877, died July 22, 1911, married W. T. "Tom" 
Kizziah. 
VII-9. Velma U. U. L. Crider, born September 8, 1875; died October 1, 1898. 
VIII. John Pearson, son of James and Harriett Howell Pearson, did not appear on the 1860 
Census. Also, there is no record of his marriage. I have no information about him. 
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THREE - Samuel Pearson, Jr., son of Samuel Pearson, Sr., was born in 1797 in Tennessee 
and married Sarah _?_ who was born in 1801 in Kentucky. 


1850 Bibb County, Alabama Census, West Side Cahaba River, #201, Date of Census - October 16, 1850 
Pearson, Samuel. Sr, age 84, born N. C. (1766) 

Samuel, Jr., age 53, born Tennessee (1797) 
Sarah, age 49, born Kentucky (1801) 
Richmond, age 22, born Alabama 
Lawson, age, 20, born Alabama 
Elisha, age 19, born Alabama 
Jonathan, age 13, born Alabama 
Elizabeth, age 18, born Alabama 
Jane, age 10, born Alabama 
Martha Ann, age 9, born Alabama 


The Samuel Pearson, Jr. family lived in the northwestern part of Bibb County, very near 
to the home of his brother, James Pearson and his family, who lived just over the county line 
in Tuscaloosa County. From the marriage records of Bibb and Tuscaloosa Counties it is known 
that Rev. Robert Oldham performed many marriage ceremonies in both counties. 

On the 1859 Bibb County Census, William Pearson and Wilber Pearson were listed at the 
residence of Theophilus and Alade Miller. It appears they were children of Samuel and Sarah 
Pearson, Jr., who were working for and living with the Miller family at the time the census was 
taken. The children listed in the Miller family were too small to work. Elizabeth M. Pearson 
also was listed on this census with the Miller family and at the same time she was listed at the 
home of her parents, Samuel and Sarah Pearson, Jr. 


1850 Bibb County, Alabama Census, Co. #207 (Theophilus and Alade Miller Family), taken October 16, 


1850 
William Pearson, age 17,laborer 
Wilber Pearson, age 14, laborer 
Elizabeth Pearson, age 18 


CHILDREN of SAMUEL PEARSON, JR. and SARAH PEARSON 
I. Richmond Pearson, born in 1828 in Alabama, married Nancy Shows on February 11, 
1854. 
i. Lawson Pearson, born in 1830 in Alabama, married Leah L. Cobb on November 15, 
1854. 
II. Elisha Pearson, born 1831 in Alabama, married Roxanner James on November 10, 1857. 
Ii-4. Jonathan Pearson, born in 1837 in Alabama. No other information. 
H-5. Elizabeth Pearson, born in 1832 in Alabama, married Washington M. Howard on 
September 18, 1851 with the marriage ceremony performed by Benjamin Oswald, M. G. 
I-6. James Pearson, born in 1840 in Alabama. No other information. 
Ill-7. Martha Ann Pearson, born 1841 in Alabama, married Benjamin W. Caddell on March 


2, 1854. 
I-8. William Pearson, born in 1833 in Alabama, married Charity Reach on October 15, 1859. 


Marriage License - William Pearson and Charity Reach on October 15 1859 


145 


Married November 3, 1859 by George Stewart, J. P. (Bibb County, Alabama Marriage Records) 
1960 Bibb County Census, Taken June 4, 1860 
Pearson, William, age 28 

Charity, age 22, wife 

Wilburn, age born 1/12/1860 


II-9. Wilber Pearson, born in 1826 in Alabama. No other information. 
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Chapter 9 
FREDERICK RAY and NANCY HARVILLE RAY 


Frederick Ray, Revolutionary War Soldier, was born in Brunswick County, Virginia 
in 1759 and he died in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama on June 17, 1837. Frederick Ray married 
Nancy Harville in either Brunswick or Nottoway County Virginia in May of 1774. The 
marriage was performed by John White, a Baptist preacher. Nancy Harville was born in 
Brunswick County, Virginia on June 11, 1760. 

Frederick Ray, when making an affidavit, December 10, 1832, before Marmaduke 
Williams, Judge of the Court for Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, stated his age as being 73 years, 
however, the witnesses for this affidavit, Thomas A. Smith and Levon Howell, made a sworn 
declaration that they were well acquainted with Frederick Ray and they believed him to be 78 
years of age. Frederick was in poor health and his memory was not good. He had already 
stated he could not recollect exactly when he was born but on thinking and recollecting things 
which he remembered he thought he was born in 1759. 

I believe the witnesses cited above are correct in believing he was 78 years of age when 
he made the affidavit. This indicates that he was 20 years old when he and Nancy Harville 
married. I feel certain that Nancy was 14 when they married. 

It was after his marriage that Frederick Ray enlisted in the Army of the United States and 
served in the Revolutionary War against Great Britain. He enlisted for eight months and was 
discharged after he completed his tour of duty. He later was drafted for a period of three 
months. The total time of his service was eleven months. His rank was private. His military 
record is listed on the following pages. 

Soon after the war was over, Frederick and Nancy Ray moved to North Carolina where 
they lived for about ten years, after which time they removed to the State of Georgia where they 
resided for twenty-two years. In 1819 or 1820 they moved again, this time to Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama, where they lived out their lives. Frederick died in 1837 and Nancy died July 
3, 1853. Nancy was 93 years of age and bedridden when she died. 

I have no knowledge of the burial site for either Frederick or Nancy Ray. Actually, I 
have never talked with anyone who had ever heard of them. I have searched every cemetery 
in the vicinity of their home and have not found a tombstone for either of them. This is 
saddening because I think that everyone deserves a grave marker. Certainly, this noble couple 
who served in the War for Independence, he in the army while she was serving at the home 
front, should have one. If we could locate their place of burial the U. S. Government would 
furnish the marker and deliver it to the cemetery. The government will do this for anyone who 
served in any war. 

Listed on the following pages are copies of documents related to the lives of Frederick 
Ray and his wife, Nancy Harville Ray. These papers should be of interest to the descendants 
of this honorable couple who participated in the founding of this great country. 

Direct descendants of Frederick Ray are eligible to apply for membership in the 
Daughters Of The American Revolution or the Sons of the American Revolution. I sincerely 
hope that anyone who wishes to apply for membership in one of these worthwhile patriotic 
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organizations will use the credentials presented here to document their eligibility on the 


membership application. 
Frederick Ray made an affidavit in December 1832 for the purpose of obtaining a 


pension for his services in the Revolutionary War: 


On the 10th day of December 1832 personally appeared in open court before Marmaduke D. Williams, 
Judge of the Court for the county aforesaid, Frederick Ray resident of the State of Alabama and County 
of Tuscaloosa aged 73 years who first being duly sworn according to his oath makes the following dec- 
laration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress on the 7th day of June 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and service hereinafter 
stated. 

That he was born in the County of Brunswick, State of Virginia, the time not particularly recollected as 
the family register is lost, but from a calculation of events and constantly keeping in his mind his age each 
year he believes he was born in the year 1759. He resided in Brunswick until called into the service of the 
United States which he entered for eight months as a Militia man or as one of the State Troopers, he does 
not know which, under Col. Glenn, Major ___ his name not remembered, Captain Thomas Threadgill, 
Lieutenant __ and Ensign __ the names not remembered. From Brunswick they marched to Chowan Hills 
where they joined General Green. At that place a detachment was formed of which your affiant constituted 
one of 200 men to go to Little Pedee scouting after the Tories at that place, but few of them, however, 
were found and they were marched back to join the main army. When they got back General Greene had 
left Chowan and was on his retreat back to Virginia. The troops to which your affiant belonged were 
marched to Hillsboro and then took charge of about 200 British prisoners to be conveyed to Virginia; these 
prisoners were taken to Pittsylvania Old Court House, at which place your affiant’s term of service expired 
and he was honorably discharged and returned to his home in Brunswick. His discharge was in writing 
but he has lost the same. In the spring afterwards of this same year he was drafted for service of three 
months. His Captain was Lawrence House; the Lieutenant ___ and Ensign ___ names not recollected; the 
Colonel commanding was named Tucker, a remarkably large man. This expedition was directed northward 
to meet the British in Virginia at Carters Ferry. He was taken sick and placed in a hospital there, while 
the army marched on and completed the siege of Little York, at which place he would have been had it 
not been for his sickness aforesaid. At Carters Ferry your affiant was discharged and when well enough 
returned home. His discharge was a written one but it is not now in his power to find it. This being all 
the service he performed during the war. 

Shortly after the war was over Frederick and Nancy Ray left their home in Brunswick County, Virginia 
for North Carolina. They settled in Iredell County and remained there for about ten years. And for some 
reason they decided to move on. This time they stopped in Hancock County, Georgia, not known for how 
long. However, they moved once more and this time to Jasper County, also in Georgia. They lived in 
the State of Georgia for twenty-two years before the final move to Alabama. They settled in Tuscaloosa 
County, Alabama where they lived for the rest of their lives. Frederick stated in this affidavit which he 
made in 1832 that he came to Tuscaloosa County 13 years ago at which place he yet resides. He has no 
documentary evidence of any kind nor does he know of any person whose testimony he can procure to 
testify to his service. 

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that 
he is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State. 

Signed: Frederick Ray 

Sworn to December 10, 1832 

John A. Hodges, Clerk of the County Court (Vol. 33, page 11-12 Tuscaloosa County Court House) 


Frederic Ray was living in Brunswick County, Virginia at the time he was in service. 
The final battles of the War took place in the South and West and naval warfare gained in 
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importance. British General Lord Cornwallis’ surrender, in the war’s last major battle at 
Yorktown, Virginia on October 19, 1781, ended most of the fighting. Exhausted by eight years 
of fighting on battlefields 3,000 miles from home, the British agreed to a peace treaty in 1783 
that formally ended the war. On September 3, 1783 the United States and Great Britain signed 


the final peace treaty in Paris. 


Ray, Frederick - Last payment of Pension - Certificate No. 7950 - Alabama Agency. Had lived in 
Tuscaloosa County for a period of 15 years. Previously lived in State of Virginia, North Carolina and 
Georgia. (Alabama Pension Records, Vol. 33, page 10) 


Last Payment of Pension - Ray, Frederick, aged 75 and a resident of Tuscaloosa County, Private Virginia 
State Troops; enrolled on April 23, 1833 under Act of Congress June 7, 1832; payment to date from 
March 4, 1831; annual allowance $36.66. (Revolutionary Pension Roll in Vol. XIV Sen. Doc. 514 - 23rd 
Congress 1st Sess. 1833-34; Revolutionary Pensions, Dated Dec. 5, 1855; Alabama Pension Records - 
Tuscaloosa County Book 33, p. 11) 


Last Payment of Pension - Concerning Frederick Ray, a pensioner of the Revolutionary War, Certificate 
No. 7950, Alabama Agency, you are advised the records of this office show that the last payment of 
pension, covering the period from September 4, 1836 to March 4, 1837 was made on April 20, 1837 at 
the Pension Agency in Mobile, Alabama, to Benjamin B. Fontaine, as attorney for the pensioner. On 
March 4, 1837, the pensioner certified that he had resided in Tuscaloosa Co. Ala. for a period of fifteen 
year and previous thereto he resided in the States of Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia. Alabama 


Pension Records) 


Last Will and Testament of Frederick Ray 
State of Alabama 


Tuscaloosa County 
June the thirteenth Eighteen hundred and thirty seven The last Will and Testament of Frederick Ray senr. 


I freely bequeath and give to my beloved wife Nancy of my personal estate together with all my lands and 
tenements to support her as long as she lives for her lifetime so that the property be not wasted. All the 
before mentioned property to be exposed to publick vender that my beloved wife Nancy does not want for 
her own present use and the proceeds thereof used to the best advantage for her support so long as she may 
live and at her death to be equally divided between Bartlet Ray and Martha Biars and Anderson Ray and 
Nathaniel Ray and James Ray and Morning Talford and the heirs of Teressa Ray and Morinda Eads and 
Reuben Ray and Nancy Rush and Frederick Ray Junior and Morgan Thompson and John Wesley Ray the 
before mentioned names are to have an equal quantity of my property after my beloved wife Nancy has 
enjoyed full priviliges for her lifetime and I appoint Frederick Ray Junior to be Guardian of all the 
foregoing will and testament. N. B. my present crop that is now growing is to be equally divided between 
Nancy Ray, my wife, and my son Frederick Ray Junior and my son John Wesley Ray after it is gathered. 
This I acknowledge to be my last will and testament at my death. 
This June the 13th 1837 
Frederick Ray 
Attest: Leonard Rush 

James Wilson 
Signed sealed and delivered in presence of me R. L. Boyd, Justice of the Peace (Tuscaloosa County Will 
Book 1, Page 106) 


The State of Alabama Tuskaloosa County 


Orphans Court July Term July 3, 1837 
The foregoing will was duly proven in Open Court by Leonard Rush and James Wilson subscribing 
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witnesses thereto and ordered to be recorded. 
Test. Moses McGuire Clerk (Will Book 1, page 107) 


This day Frederick Ray, Jr. Executor of the last will and testament of Frederick Ray, Sr., deceased, came 
into court and made a settlement of said estate up to this date and also rendered to the court his resignation 
as such executor which was received by the court. Nathaniel Ray was appointed executor in place of 
Frederick Ray, Jr. Frederick had resigned to go to Texas. Nathaniel Ray appearing in Court and having 
taken and subscribed the oath prescribed by law and given Bond in the sum as ordered by the court. 
Ordered by the court that said Nathaniel Ray be appointed administrator with the will annexed of the estate 
of Frederick Ray, deceased. (Orphans Minutes Book 2, page 108 October 5, 1841) 


Petition To Sell Land. 

November 27, 1850: Nathaniel Ray, administrator de bonis non with will annexed of Frederick Ray, 
deceased 

Heirs: Nancy Ray widow, and children: 

Bartlett Ray, of age, residing in Tuscaloosa County Alabama 

Martha Ray, who intermarried with Seth Byars, residence, Pickens County, Alabama - 

Anderson Ray, of age, residing in the State of Georgia 

Nathaniel Ray, the petitioner 

James Ray, of age, residing in Mississippi ; 

The children of Mourning Ray, who married Thomas Talford, parents both dead: 

James Talford, of age, residing in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama 

Matthew Talford, under age, residing in Tuscaloosa County 

Nancy Talford who intermarried with James A. Pearson, of age and residing in Tuscaloosa County. 
Mary and Martha Talford, under age, residing in Tuscaloosa County 

The children of Theresa Ray who married William Crider. Parents both dead: 

James N. Crider, of age residing in Tuscaloosa, County Alabama, 

Sarah Ann Crider, who intermarried with Richard Mathews, of age and residing in Tuscaloosa County 
Elbert J. Crider, under age, and residing in Tuscaloosa County 

Frederick Ray, of age, residing in Arkansas 

Marinda Ray who intermarried with James Eades, of age, residing in Tuscaloosa County 

Nancy Ray, who intermarried with James Rush. She died survived by James Rush, residing in Tuscaloosa 
County, and the following children, all under age and residing in Tuscaloosa County: 

Elizabeth Rush 

Catherine Rush 


Sarah Rush 
Reuben Ray, deceased, his wife residing in Arkansas and has three children by Reuben Ray 


Mary Ann Ray, of age, and intermarried with Thomas P. Thompson and living in Tuscaloosa County 
John Wesley Ray, of age and residing in Tuscaloosa County. (Orphans Minute Book 2, page 110) 


Frederick and Nancy Ray had fourteen children, seven boys and seven girls. In the 


petition above daughters Catherine and Elizabeth are both omitted and Marinda Eades, who is 
not a child of this family, is included on the list. Listed below are marriage records of some 
of the persons named above: 
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Terrisa Ray married William Crider - September 14, 1823 - Ceremony performed by Samuel Patton, 
Minister of the Gospel. 

Marinda Ray married James Eades - February 19, 1824. 

Morning Ray married Thomas Talford - August 14, 1825 

Nancy Ray married James Rush - Feb. 27, 1828. 


Reuben Ray married Elizabeth Mitchell September 29, 1830, Marriage ceremony by Jolly Jones, J. P. 


Mary Ann Ray married Thomas Thompson - October 1, 1835. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) 


State of Alabama, Tuscaloosa County 

Before us an acting Justice of the Peace in and for the county and state aforesaid, personally appeared 
Thomas P. Thompson, aged forty-one years and David Thompson aged thirty-two years being citizens of 
this county and both sworn to me to be persons of undaunted veracity, and made oath that they were well 
acquainted with Frederick Ray, who was a revolutionary pensioner - and who died in said county on the 
seventeenth day of June A. D. 1837, that to their knowledge he lived with Nancy Ray, as her husband for 
twenty years prior to his death and raised a large family of children; that there was in existence at one time 
a family record but is had been destroyed. The names of said children and their ages are as follows: 

1. Anderson Ray the oldest, being about seventy years of age, now living in the State of Georgia. 

2. Bartlett Ray about sixty eight years old: he died in Tuskaloosa County, Alabama in October 1857. 

3. Martha Ray (Patsy) aged about sixty six, now residing in Pickens County, Alabama. 

4. Elizabeth Ray aged about sixty, when she died in Tuskaloosa County, Alabama in 1840. 

5. Nathaniel Ray aged about fifty eight years now living in Tuskaloosa County, Alabama. 

6. James Ray aged about fifty four, now living in the State of Mississippi. 

7. Nancy Ray aged about fifty years when died in Tuskaloosa County in 1848. 

8. Catherine Ray aged about twenty five when she died in Tuskaloosa County. 

9. Frederick Ray aged about forty five, now living in the State of Texas. 

10. Reuben Ray aged about 30 when he died in Arkansas. 

11. Mary Ann Ray aged about 37 and died on the 3rd day of July A. D. 1853 in the County of Tuskaloosa. 
12. John Wesley aged about thirty four, now living in Tuskaloosa County. 

13. Mormen Ray, aged 16 when d. in Tuscaloosa County. 

14. Terresa Ray who died in Mississippi in the year 1833. 

That Nancy Ray was married to Frederick Ray in Nattoway County Virginia, that she is the widow of 
Frederick Ray, that she is now living at a very advanced age and that she is completely bedridden; that she 
is now as they understand applying for a pension; and that they are disinterested witnesses. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 12th day of July A. D. 1853 

Thomas P. Thompson 

David Thompson 


The name "Mormen" listed as No. 13 in the document above is not found in any other 
document. This could be considered to be a transcribing error or a misspelling of the name 
"Morning", however, Morning Ray did not die young. She married and had a family. 
Confusing! Teresa Ray who married William Crider died in 1833 the same year her son, Elbert 
J. Crider was born. It is possible that she died in childbirth. 


Last Payment of Pension - In the case of Nancy Ray, widow of Frederick Ray and a pensioner of the 
Revolutionary War, Certificate No. 1215, Alabama Agency, the records show that the last payment of 
pension, covering the period from September 4, 1857 to March 4, 1858 was made on March 6, 1858 at 
the Pension Agency in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, to John W. Ray, as attorney for the pensioner. On March 
4, 1858 the pensioner certified that she had resided in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, for a period of twenty 
five years and previous thereto she resided in Ga. (Records of The Comptroller General, General 
Accounting Office, Washington, D.C.; Alabama Pension Records, Vol. 33 page 10) 


On the 20th day of December A. D. 1855, Nancy Ray, age 95 made a sworn statement 
of certain events in order to obtain the Bounty Land to which she was entitled as the widow of 
a Revolutionary soldier. She stated that she knew he performed a tour of service and that she 
was married to him prior to his leaving home to do so. She stated that they were married in 
Brunswick County, Virginia in the month of May A. D. 1774. , 
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On July 12, 1853, Nancy Ray under her rights as a widow of a Revolutionary War 
soldier applied for and was granted a pension. In her application for Bounty Land, Nancy stated 
that she and Frederick Ray were married in Brunswick County, Virginia. This conflicts with 
her statement made July 12, 1853 on her application for a pension, wherein she stated that they 
had been married in Nottoway County, Virginia. Her confusion at age 95 is understandable. 
Nottoway and Brunswick Counties are adjoining. She said her private family record had been 
lost and that she had not been able to obtain any public record of her marriage. 


CHILDREN of FREDERICK RAY and NANCY HARVILLE RAY 
ONE - Anderson Ray, son and oldest child of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, was born 
ca 1767 either in Virginia or North Carolina. It is known that at the time he was 70 years of 
age, he resided in Georgia. 


FREDERICK AND ANDERSON RAY 
About 18 miles east of the town of Tuskaloosa and on the road leading to Jones Valley and about 2 miles 
from what is known as Clements Station on the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad was one of the Societies 
of the Tuskaloosa Circuit. The Society was organized in 1821 or 1822 and was called Hopewell. The 
leading men there were Frederick Ray, the father of the Rev. Anderson Ray, once an active preacher in 
the South Carolina and Georgia Conferences; John Eads, John Collins, John Cameron, the father of the 
Rev. J. D. Cameron, D. D. and the Rev. William E. Cameron and the Rev. Thomas Cameron, itinerant 
preachers; Michael Ashford, and a man by the name of Chappell. It is said that Chappell moved from 
there to Texas and settled the place called Chappell Hill. It is said that Leonard Rush, mentioned in 
another Society was at one time a member at Hopewell and that he was the father of Rev. John G. Rush, 
who was once a preacher in Alabama. HISTORY of METHODISM in ALABAMA by Anson West, 1893) 


TWO - Martha "Patsey" Ray, daughter of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, was born ca 
1779 in North Carolina. Her mother, Nancy Ray, stated in an affidavit made on July 12, 1853 
that Patsey was 66 years of age and residing in Pickens County, Alabama. Martha Ray was 
listed as an heir in Frederick Ray’s will, and Patsey was a nickname for Martha, so I believe 
it safely can be said that Martha and Patsey were one and the same. Seth and Martha Ray Byars 
resided in Pickens County, Alabama and they may have married in that county. 

THREE - Bartlett Ray, son of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, was born in North 
Carolina about 1791 and died in Tuscaloosa County in 1851 at the age of 68 years. 


1860 Tuscaloosa County Census - P. 0.Tuscaloosa - Family #1715 
Ray, Harriett, head, age 54, b. S. C. 

James N. b. Ala 

Rebecca, b. Ala 


January 6, 1837 - Indenture between Bartlett Ray and Harriet Ray, his wife, of the first part and Hardy 
Clements second part for the sum of $500.00, 39 acres in Section 8, T. 22, Range 7 West. 
Signed: Bartlett Ray - Harriet Ray (Tuscaloosa County Deed Book M. page 312) 


FOUR - Nathaniel Ray, son of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, was born December 15, 
1793 in North Carolina and died May 12, 1876. He married Margaret Eades in Georgia. 
Margaret Eades was the daughter of John Eades, an itinerant Methodist preacher. Margaret 
Eades was born September 5, 1797 in the State of Georgia and died March 30, 1880 near 
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Jackson, Mississippi. Nathaniel Ray was appointed as administrator of his father Frederick 
Ray’s estate, after his brother, Frederick Junior, had resigned. The appointment began October 
5, 1841. Children of Nathaniel and Margarete Ray: 


I. Elizabeth Ray born November 9, 1822 
It. Catherine Ray born February 8, 1824 
Ill. James Ray born February 18, 1826 
IV. William A. Ray born August 30, 1828 
V. Permely Ray born March 23, 1830 
VI. Jackson Ray born November 3, 1836 


1850 Tuscaloosa County Census 

Ray, Nathaniel, age 56, farmer, b. N. C. 
Margarete, age 52, b. Georgia 
James, age 23, farmer 
William A., age 32 
Martha, age 19 
Jackson H., age 14 


Martha was listed on this census but Permeley was not. Perhaps Martha was a second 
name. 
FIVE - Reuben Ray, son of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, was born in Georgia. 
Reuben Ray married Elizabeth Mitchell on September 29, 1830 in Tuscaloosa County. Jolly 
Jones performed the marriage ceremony. Reuben died in Arkansas survived by his wife and 
three children. Reuben and Elizabeth Mitchell Ray were living in Tuscaloosa County the early 
part of 1841 as they sold a parcel of land there. 


Indenture made the 6 day of January 1841 between Reuben Ray and Elizabeth Ray of the first part and 
John Hargrove of the second part - $200.00 - 21 acres sold. Reuben (x) Ray his mark - Elizabeth (X) Ray 
her mark (Book R, page 258) 


SIX - Elizabeth Ray, daughter of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray,was born ca 1780. 
She may have been the Elizabeth Ray who married John Waters on June 8, 1833 in Tuscaloosa 
County. They evidently lived in Tuscaloosa County for Elizabeth died in that county at the age 
of 60. 

SEVEN - Catherine Ray, daughter of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, was born in 
Georgia. She lived with her parents in Tuscaloosa County and died at the age of 25 years in 
the same county. 

EIGHT - James Ray, son of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, born ca 1783 in North 
Carolina, married Lucinda Watkins in Tuscaloosa County November 16, 1824. He died in 
Mississippi. James Ray was living in Tuscaloosa County in 1825 as his parents, Frederick and 
Nancy Ray, deeded land to him: 


Frederick Ray and wife Nancy Ray to James Ray 29th November 1825. Witness: Michael Moore, Seth 
Byers - Acknowledged 13 May 1836 (Book F, page 176) 


The witness Seth Byers was the husband of Martha "Patsey" Ray. 
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NINE - Teressa Ray, daughter of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, married William 
Crider September 14, 1823. The marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. Patton. Teressa 
Ray Crider died in Mississippi in 1833. William Crider was deceased also by the time Frederick 
Ray died in 1837. William Crider and Teressa Ray had three children: 
I. James N. Crider 
Il. Sarah Ann Crider 
Ill. Elbert J. Crider 

More information about the William and Teresa Ray Crider family may be found in the 
Crider section of this book. 
TEN - John Wesley Ray, son of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, was born in Georgia. He 
resided in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 


April 1, 1852, J. C. Spencer, administrator of the estate of Frederick Ray, deceased, allowed John Wesley 
Ray 100 Dollars for the support of his mother Nancy Ray, widow of Frederick Ray. 


ELEVEN - Nancy Ray, daughter of Frederick and Nancy Harvill Ray was born ca 1782 and 
married James Rush on February 25, 1828 in Tuscaloosa County and they lived in that county. 
Nancy died in Tuscaloosa County. She was survived by her husband, James Rush, and three 
minor children: 

I. Elizabeth Rush 

II. Sarah E. Rush 

Ill. Catherine Rush 

TWELVE - Morning Ray, daughter of Frederick and Nancy Harville Ray, was born in 
Georgia. Morning Ray and Thomas Talford were married in the Tuscaloosa County Court 
House on August 14, 1825. The marriage ceremony was performed by Jolly Jones, Justice of 
the Peace. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) At the time of the death of Frederick Ray, 
June 17, 1837, his daughter, Morning Ray, was listed as one of the heirs. By November of 
1850 Morning Ray and her husband, Thomas Talford, were dead. Children of Thomas and 


Morning Ray Talford: 


Nancy Talford, married James A. H. Pierson May 3, 1946 in Tuscaloosa County. James 
H. Pierson was the brother of Martha Pierson who wed Elbert J. Crider. 


I. Matthew Talford 

II. James Talford, of age 
Il. Martha Talford 

D. Mary Talford 

E. 

A. 


Marriage License - James A. H. Pearson and Nancy Telford, April 27 1846 
Married on May 3, 1846 by Robert Oldham, M. G. (Tuscaloosa County Marriage Records) 


Children of James A. H. Pearson and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson: 
I-1. George "Uncle Wash" Washington Pearson, son of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil 
Telford Pearson, was born October 7, 1847 and died in 1920. He married Jane Hayes who was 
born in 1848. Perhaps William Washington "Willie" Lawrence was named for him. 
I-2. Mary H. Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was 
born April 4, 1848. 
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I-3. Welthea Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was 
born February 28, 1850. 
I-4. Eliza Ann Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was 
born March 11, 1853. 
L5. William J. Pearson, son of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was born 
November 11, 1854. 
1-6. Martha Margaret Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford 
Pearson, was born May 26, 1856, died March 22, 1949 and married Alphonse Harrison "Dink" 
Lawrence who was born March 17, 1859 and died September 25, 1889 
1-7. Sarah Jane Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was 
born March 6, 1858. 
1-8. Roxanne Pearson, daughter of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was 
born March 30, 1860 and died September 18, 1887. 
1-9. John H. Pearson, son of James A. H. and Nancy Harvil Telford Pearson, was born 
April 17, 1862. John H. Pearson was married three times: first to Sarah J. Martin, second to 
Lula Lowery and the third wife was named Barger from Tuscaloosa County. John H. Pearson 
was a carpenter by trade. 
THIRTEEN - Frederick Ray, Jr., son of Frederick and Nancy Harvill Ray, Sr., born ca 
1882, married Martha Mitchell September 27, 1837 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. Frederick 
Ray, Jr.’s brother, Reuben Ray, married Elizabeth Mitchell on September 1830 - sisters 
probably. Frederick Ray, Jr. was appointed guardian of his father’s will and testament, but on 
October 5, 1841 Frederick, Jr. came into court and made a settlement of the estate to that date, 
and rendered his resignation as executor. After he resigned as administrator he went to Texas. 
He was living in Texas in 1853. 
FOURTEEN - Mary Ann Ray, daughter of Frederick and Nancy Harvill Ray, married Thomas 
P. Thompson October 1, 1835. 

Mary Ann died July 3, 1853 in Tuscaloosa County. Nancy Harville Ray stated in an 
affidavit, dated February 9, 1852, that her daughter, Mary Ann, was thirty-five years old. 
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APPENDIX 


Hannah Lawrence, daughter of John and Polly Lawrence, married Joseph Gray. This is 
proved by the will of John Lawrence. Joseph Gray was born in 1762 and died in Sullivan, 
Tennessee. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. They had a son. I believe that the 
Daniel Gray listed below is the son of the abovementioned Joseph and Hannah Lawrence Gray. 
There are many strong indications that this is true, however I have not been able to produce 
definite proof of this lineage. Nevertheless, I am including the information I have with the hope 
that someone can provide additional information to prove or disprove the connection. 

I. Daniel Gray probably was the son of Joseph and Hannah Lawrence Gray. He was born 
in 1824 in Tennessee and served in the army of the Confederate States of America in the War 
for Southern Independence. He is buried in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Fayette, Alabama. Daniel 
Gray married Elizabeth Jane Green December 30, 1847. Elizabeth Jane Green, daughter of 
Abednego and Grizzle Green, was born in 1829 in North Carolina. The children of Daniel and 
Elizabeth Jane Gray were born in Alabama: | 

1. William Thomas "Bill Tom" Gray, son of Daniel and Elizabeth Jane Green Gray, was 
born September 1, 1851 and died February 28, 1932, and is buried in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, 
Fayette, Alabama. He married the first time Mary L. Sanford on April 8, 1877 at Robert 
Berry’s home in Fayette, Alabama. Mary Sanford was born February 14, 1862. William 
Thomas Gray married the second time Etta Stocks. 

1-2. Martha Frances Gray, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Jane Green Gray, was born July 
10, 1857 and died March 15, 1910 and is buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Fayette County, 
Alabama. She married George Washington Lowrey on December 15, 1878 at Robert Berry’s 
home, Fayette, Alabama. His parents were Benjamin Franklin Lowrey and Martha C. 
Henderson Lowrey. George Washington Lowrey was born August 19, 1848 in Georgia and died 
May 31, 1908, burial in Oak Grove Cemetery, in Fayette. George Washing and Martha Frances 
Gray Lowrey six children: 


I-2a. Mandy Elizabeth Lowrey, born in March of 1882, married Ted McGuff in 1901. 
I-2b. Dixie Savanna Lowrey, born March 31, 1884, married David Crockett Kyzer. 
She died February 15, 1956 and is buried at Phillips Chapel, Tuscaloosa County, Ala. 

I-2c. Rittie Lowrey was born April 1886, died 1967 and is buried at Buncomb (El 
Bethel) Cemetery, Fayette County, Alabama. She married J. Henry Kyzer, brother to Crockett 
Kyzer. 

I-2d. John Daniel Lowrey was born September 1, 1888, died October 31, 1964 and 


buried at Liberty Cemetery, near Kennedy, Alabama. He married Georgia Taylor who was born 
October 7, 1892 and died December 11, 1975. 


I-2e. Edward Bankston Lowrey was born August 1890, died May 1962 and is buried 
in Greenwood Memorial Gardens, Greenwood, South Carolina. He was married. 
I-2f. Robert Chester Lowrey was born June 1, 1894 in Fayette County, Alabama and 


died June 24, 19 _?_ and is buried at Coldwater Cemetery, Anniston, Alabama. He married 
Annie Elizabeth Price on October 24, 1920 at Fayette, Alabama. She was born October 23, 
1899, in Hale County, Alabama. They have three daughters: 
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1. Frances Karon Lowrey was born July 2, 1921 in Birmingham, Alabama and was married 
July 17, 1940 in Fayette, Alabama to James Vaughn Brasher, born November 16, 1916. They 
have four children: 

1. James Alan Brasher, born Sept. 30, 1941 in Fayette, Alabama, married May 28, 

1966 at Port Arthur, Texas to Patricia Catherine Belcore, who was born January 20, 

1942. They have two children, both born in Port Arthur, Texas: 

1. Jason Wayne Brasher, born March 6, 1969. 
2. Gregory Vaughn Brasher born October 14, 1971. 

2. Robert Earl Brasher, born February 1, 1947 in Anniston, Alabama, married 

September 12, 1968 in Trenton, Georgia to Phalba Joyce Cobb. They were divorced in 

1973. One child was born to this marriage: Stephen Scott Brasher, born April 4, 1971 

3. Gary Vaughn Brasher was born August 17, 1950 in Birmingham, Alabama. 

4. Carole Annette Brasher was born May 28, 1953 in Birmingham, Alabama. 
2. Bettye Sue Lowrey was born June 4, 1929 in Fayette, Alabama and married Lawrence 
Crawford Robertson on July 1, 1949 in Anniston, Alabama. Lawrence Crawford Robertson was 
born December 31, 1924 in Anniston, Alabama, died December 15, 1971 and is buried in 
Coldwater Cemetery, Anniston. They had two children: 

oL Steven Lowrey Robertson was born August 3, 1951 in Anniston, Alabama. He 

was married October 24, 1975, Starla Marleen Dempsey, who was born October 19,- 

1953 in Gadsden, Alabama. 

2: Susan Michele Robertson was born January 18, 1968 in Anniston, Alabama. 
3. Bobbye Ann Lowrey was born October 12, 1935 in Fayette, Alabama and was married 
March 31, 1956 in Anniston, Alabama to Sidney Joe Bright. Sidney Joe Bright was born March 
11, 1930. They have four children: 

1. Dana Ann Bright, born February 15, 1957 in Anniston, Alabama. 

2. Charles Sidney "Chuck" Bright was born April 19, 1960 in Anniston, Alabama. 

He died April 15, 1968 of leukemia. 

3. Anthony "Tony" Joe Bright was born April 21, 1967 in Anniston, Alabama. He 

was named by his cancer stricken brother. 

4. Eric Jonathan Bright was born November 22, 1971 in Anniston, Alabama. 
I-3. Mary C. Gray, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Jane Green Gray, was born in 
1861 and died in 1914 and is buried at Old Buncomb (El Bethel) Cemetery, Fayette County, 
Alabama. She was married to J. L. Sanford December 27, 1877 at the home of John Davis in 
Fayette County, Alabama. 
I-4. Melissa Gray, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Jane Green Gray, was born in 
1865. Melissa Gray is buried near Daniel Gray, her father. Her tombstone is inscribed: 


September 25, 1865 - October 15, 1883. 
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Diary of Elbert Foster Lawrence 
March 14, 1916 : 

Left B’ham Mar. 14 arrived Atlanta 15. Swore in the Navy. Arrived at the training 
station on the 16. Reported for duty on the 17. Left Norfolk July the 15. Bound for the Med. 
Sea by the way of Azores Islands. Stop at St. Michaels Island and toured Port Delgorch July 
27 leaving that night. 

Hitting rough weather lasting from Friday eve until Monday Evening 3 o’clock. Running 
out of water. Passing through the Strait of Gibralta August 2. P.G.B. and used 2 turning into 
the St. Orders arriving in Malaga Spain Aug. 30. A disagreement came up between the crew 
of the ship and the Captain putting several of the crew in jail and part of the navy crew out and 
putting us on guard. And off. putting me on guard. Having no other baker caused us to eat 
hard tack. Leaving Malaga August 5 for France, passing Barcelona on the eve of 8 arrive 
Villefrance on the 10. Cold ship. Went in the fireroom. Went in the galley. The collier going 
back to the states. Everybody going wild to go back. 

Went to Monte Carlo on 23. Coming back to Nice on the train. Going back on the 24, 
Leaving Villefrance on the 25, arrive at Barcelona on the 26. Going ashore on the 27, seeing 
the bull fight killing 6 bulls, 2 horses, 4 men hurt. Coaling ship on the 28 going on to visit the 
same day. Shifted bearth on the 5 of Sept, the soldiers standing guard over us. Left 
Barcelona on the 14 Sep. Arrive in Algeria on the 13. Beginning to geta little cool. 

Left Algiers on the 20 of Sept. arrive in Alexanderia on 27. Alexandria, Egypt is the 
most important city in the eastern part of the Med. Has more than 388,083 pop. the distant of 
1400 miles from Algeria. Went in dry dock 5. come out the 6 of Sep. Coal ship 6 and 7. On 
the 21 of Oct. I got a 42 hour leave. Went to Cairo Egypt. Took a guide and saw some of the 
old Bible land. First went to the museum where I saw Pharoah and his Father, Sheba, the 
mummy and Ramases the Sth mummy, 5200 B.C. I also saw the funeral boat used to carry the 
bodies of relatives across the River Nile to the Pyramid, built out of block of cedar. The boat 
was used by the early Egyptians 2000 B. C. 

Then driving by carriage to the Cathedral going in the mosque (or church) of Sultan 
Haston was built of stone took out of the side of the big Pyramid. The Mosque was 558 years 
old. Going on top (Minarets) getting a general view of Cairo. Some of it was destroyed by 
Napoleon 115 years ago. Can see the cannon ball in the side Mosque and the Egyptian barracks 
and Sultan palace going back to the hotel for dinner. After dinner going on a sight seeing party. 
Sun. 22 at 850 by tram to the Pyramid crossing the River Nile on the Custinel Bridge, bridge 
of the lions, the first bridge built in Egypt. At the end of the tram took camels to the Pyramids 
and out on the desert. Rode around the Pyramids and sphinx having our pictures made at the 
Sphinx and then going inside of the ruins of the temple of the Sphinx. It was built out of granite 
stones brought from Aswan about 581 miles from Cairo. The temple was built 2300 B.C. Some 
of the stones were 5 x 5 x 16 ft. long and there to the Sphinx was 40 ft. high. Has the head of 
a woman and the body of a lion all one solid stone facing the east. Built about 2300 B.C. 
Turned back and took our camel to the great Pyramid 45 ft. high and the same at the bottom but 
tapers to a point. Took 30 years to build - 10 to cut the stone and 20 to get built by slaves, 
1000s. Going inside to the King and Queen’s chambers but there the mummy has been 
removed. Pharoh’s daughter and other relatives were buried in the bottom. Then went to old 
Cairo ruins; the Roman Aquaduct, saw the Mosque that Amoro built 360 pillors on the land that 
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was given him that his camel skin would cover. We then went to the Church of St. Mary and 
saw where she hid when she fled from Jerusalum. She and the child made themselves safe. 
1950 old and then went to where Pharoh found Moses in the bull rushes on the Island of Rhodes 
and then back through the Brebac quarters to the Bazaar (store). There took burros and went 
on the mountain getting to the mountain and getting a general view of Cairo by night, leaving 
Cairo 11:30 for Ellanda. From the 28 of Aug. to the 10 of Oct. I had to stay on board ship by 
request. Coaling Ship 27 getting ready to get underway. 

January 29 visit the Catacombs. The catacombs were dug about 40 feet deep in solid 
rock. Consists of about 40 rooms and about a hundred tombs supposed to have been dug 2000 
B.C. were discovered by digging a well. Also visited the British Hospital No. 17. The weather 
has begun to get a little cool in Egypt, (The best year in the Navy) 

In dry dock in Alexandria Egypt on the 9 April 1917. Coal ship the llth. Collier taking 
on ballast. The U.S.S. Caesar. We shared our guns with her 4 and 6 pounders and she set sail 
for the U. S. on April 23, 1917, but having engine trouble returned the same day going under 
necessary repairs. Sailing again on 24 April and the U.S.S. Des Moines set sail on April 25, 
1917 for what all thought the USA with all gun crew standing by their guns and everybody by 
their sea stations and the ship cleared for action. All hands bade Alexandria Egypt a hearty 
farewell after staying 6 months and 29 days without liberty. 

The mud hook hitting the coast of Malta 27, coming along the coast of Sicily 29 and 
Algeria April 30. Arrived in Gibralta May 2,1917. Gibralta, except the fort which belongs to 
the English, is principly Spanish people. Coal ship May 3. Got under way May 4, 1917, 
passing a sailing (American) vessel in the neck of the Strait that did not know that war was 
declared. They had been to sea for 60 days. Losing one of our propeller blades and on account 
of running short of coal went to Bermuda Island. Arrived May 17 taking on 300 tons of coal. 
Bemuda Island is a small island 680 miles from New York. Belongs to England and is a great 
summer and winter resort. Losing our propeller blade caused us to make the rest of our trip on 
one engine. Landing in South River New York USA. May 22,1916, after making a trip of 
5500 miles through the war zone. Ten months, 7 days aboard. 

Note in Diary: Elbert F. Lawrence born May 28, 1892 

Married April 4, 1914: E. F. Lawrence to Leila May Cooley, born November 19, 1896. Died 
June 21, 1915, age 19 years, 

7 months 2 days. 

Infant born May 1, 1915 

I owe: 


J. W. Lawrence $161.00 paid Calhoun $6.00 paid 
Mrs. Cooley 15.00 paid John Sexton 5.00 paid 
0. Cooley 16.00 paid Leila Lawrence 10.00 paid 
J. R. Roberson 10.00 paid John Cost 20.00 paid 
W.O.W. 40.00 paid Yealting Bro. 12.00 Paid 


Paid in full All 
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August 8, 1939 - More than 200 descendants of W. W. Lawrence held their reunion near 
Brookwood, Tuscaloosa County, Sunday, discontinued four years ago, but to be held regularly 
hereafter. 

For the occasion 150 chickens had been prepared, in addition to other viands which were 
served at noon. 

Those attending came from several states, including Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi 
and Tennessee. 

The program included music by the Hosmer Quartet of Birmingham; the Hurricane Church 
Singers, and others, and a message delivered by the Rev. J. D. Edmonds of Blocton, assisted 
by Capt. John Newell of Tuscaloosa. 

The assemblage adopted a rule that, kinsmen not attending the reunion would be required 
to furnish refreshments next year. A canvas disclosed that this part of the next reunion would 
devolve upon Dr. Barber Williams and family, of Centerville; Dr. J. D. Stacy and family of 
Tuscaloosa, and Miss Eloise Lawrence of Meridian. (Birmingham News) 


Dr. Barber Williams, mentioned above, was Martin Barber Williams of Centerville, 
Alabama. His father also was named Barber. His grandparents were William Washington 
Williams and Margaret Ward Williams. The Wards were a prominent and large family in 
Tuscaloosa and Bibb Counties. William Washington Williams was a brother of Mary Frances 
Williams, the first wife of William Washington Lawrence. 


There is a book in the Tuscaloosa County Alabama Courthouse which lists names and 
ages, at time of enlistment, of men from Tuscaloosa County who served in the Army of the 
Confederate States of America. The names copied below are listed in that book: 


Company D - 36th Regt - Organized 1861 

T. J. Lawrence, 23 years old when enlisted 

W. A. Lawrence, 28 years old when enlisted 

John Lawrence, 34 years old when enlisted 

3rd Set. W. A. J. Murry 19 years old when enlisted 
J. J. Murry, 19 years old when enlisted 


1870 Tuscaloosa County, Alabama Census, P. 0. Trion, Precinct 13, Production in 
Agriculture (the names shown below were listed in that census) 

Elbert J. Crider 

Sarah C. Lawrence 

William A. Lawrence 

Thomas Kizziah 

William H. Pierson 

Joel Lawrence 

James Pierson (Alabama Archives - Montgomery, Alabama) 
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Astronomy books and newspapers leave no doubt that stars literally "showered" the state 
of Alabama on November 13, 1833, with the most brilliant display of meteors in the history of 
the world. 

People of that day knew no more about the heavenly bodies than had the ancients. Since 
that time scientist have explained that the earth each year meets a swarm of meteors called 
Leonids, but only once in every 33 years does the earth enter it enough to produce a meteoric 
shower and never has that shower compared to that of the year 1833. 

The meteors travel with such great speed as to generate extreme heat causing explosions. 
That night some terrified observers spent considerable time making amends with their 
conscience. 
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